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PROPOSED PITCH DEVELOPMENT AT ALYTH PRIMARY SCHOOL
Inside this months copy of the Alyth Voice we once again insert the questionnaire for a proposed sports development
at Alyth Primary School. It appears many of you missed its inclusion last time and following discussions it was
decided to reduce the size of it and the number of questions so that the task of completing it was not too daunting.
On the back it was agreed that an artists impression of an all weather, multi sports area be placed to give you an idea
of the kind of development currently being looked at.

“A new facility would encourage pathways for the development of specific sports from participation through
to excellence, using specialist coaching groups and school - club links.”

’ Dawn Middleton - Sports Development Officer.
The investigation into public support for this development closes at the end of November and results will be
re-presented back to the community by Christmas. If there is not a questionnaire in your copy of the Voice and you
would like to give support to the development of such a facility, please contact Lesley Morris, Community Learning
worker at the Glenericht and Isla New Community Schools, based at Alyth Primary School, telephone number:
01828 633761, If you would like to join the Steering Group currently meeting to support the investigation the next
meeting is on Thursday 29 November at 7.00pm in the new Community Wing St Andrews Street, Alyth.
If you would like to know more about other events and opportunities currently being offered through the New
Community School or the work Lesley is currently involved in please telephone or drop in for a look around and a
chat.
Could all completed forms please be brought back to the Community School or Alyth Primary School as soon
as possible.

VICTORIAN DAY Citizen of the year. There will be a prize in the adult and

On Saturday the 24th November 2001 Alyth will once
more step back in time, into the year of Victoria of
1900 when most of the business owners and staff will

be attired in Victorian dress, giving courteous and old-

fashioned assistance to all. But unfortunately there are
no promises of prices from over one hundred years
ago.

Alyth & District Business Association sponsor this
competition. It has taken place over the previous four
years and has brought a great deal of fun and jollity to
all that have taken part and also to the locals and visitor
who arrived in Alyth for our Victorian Day.

It is hoped that all businesses and business personnel
will be taking part with many locals joining in.

The Alyth citizen of the Year 2001 and the Young
Citizen of the Year 2001 will be judging the Victorian
Dress during the day, and the winner(s) will be pre-
sented with the Victorian Dress Shield in the late
afternoon.

There are also framed certificates for 1st, 2nd and 3rd
places.

‘At 7.00pm there will be a Victorian Period Dress
Competition for all adults and children. The judges will
once more be The Alyth Citizen of The Year and oung

child category.

To all the people in Alyth, their friends, visitors and trav-
ellers from afar, come out and see all the fun on this great
day.  Chairman: Michael Kay for ADBA

Chairman: Michael Kay for ADBA

Concerns Arising on School Road
Believe me when I say an accident is waiting to happen. Do vehicle
drivers ever think how dangerous their manouvers are in the top
end of St Andrews Street, cars parked on both sides and not only
that, they are trying to reverse down or do three point turns, coming
straight over the pavement whilst the children are walking to and
from school. This I beleive is not needed. I thought the top priority
was getting the children to school safely. Every child deserves this
priority, not only the ones that travel each day.

Come on drivers think. You wouldn’t like it if anything hap-
pened to your own children.

No notice was taken of the School
wsletter, so please take note of this one.

Ne

PLEASE KEEP THE
CHILDREN IN OUR
COMMUNITY SAFE.




EDITORIAL Pi ary _
Know the advert on the telly where the lady gets so frustrated (1}?;3 Nov Good As New Sale, Town Hall, 7.00pm
t\;;trl; !l?er computer that she throws it out of the window? Been 17th Nov  Jumble Sale, Town Hall, 2.0 Opm
| This is the spot for my monthly moan, it has just come to me (Sat) ) .
how to rectify it though - I shouldn’t leave the editorial till last | 24th Nov ~ Coffee Morning For Christmas
- that way I won’t have been playing about on the computer for | (Sat) Lights, Airlie Street Hall, 10.00am
[ days trying to get it all to work out. 26th Nov  Grant Funding Surgery/W. orkhop
 Have a read of the community notes - there is a lot of things Blairgowrie 12-2pm or 6-8pm
that I know are of annoyance to the community included in this | 30th Nov Hooley In The Hall
months notes. People are standing up and speaking out about (Fri) Town Hall 7.30 - 1.00am
things that matter. A lady said to me after The Wool Shop’s Evening  Official Switch on of Christmas lights
window had been broken, “you do the Alyth Voice now don’t 9th Dec Christmas Concert, Alyth Parish
you, why don’t they get CCTV down the main street” Very (Sun) Church 7.00pm ?
good point. For this to be accomplished though a lot of plan- 12thDec  Bingo Teél Town Hall, 7.00pm

ning and consideration is involved. I read in a local newspaper
-about a town up north which was trying to raise funds for
CCTV in a park that was continually being vandalised -
£15,000 was the amount they were aiming for, I have abso-
lutely no idea what the costs and facts are for such a proposal
here, but if anyone out there is looking for a challenge and
something to get their teeth stuck into for the good of the Alyth
I’ residents I’m quite sure they would be Citizen of the Year next
| time around. Can revenue be brougbt in from CCTV? Fines for

people who let their dogs foul on the pavement would be a &
great eamer for one, walking down Airlie Street this week has
been disgusting.

People standing up together can get things done, but sorry
count mc out,(unless its something to be included in the Voice) ‘
I've got enough on my plate at the moment, but hopefully |,
others will take on the cause! !
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From:  Bronwyn Keighley-Gerardy

To: Jim O’Brien

Sent: Sunday, September 30, 2001 2:55am
Subject: G’dday from down under
Hi Jim

We have just seen the September issue of the Alyth
Voice. In the picture of the primary school pupils, there
was one of Christie Fraser. I think this is the great|
grandson of Billy Fraser, Jock’s brother who died some
years ago. Just wanted to say thanks for puting the

photo on-line and to say “Hi” to Christie Fraser from his [, . .
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With Thanks
“Thank you to the generous people of Alyth
who came and supported the Coffee morning
on 13th October. We made £545!”
8t Ninians Episcopal Church.
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THANK YOU JIM O’BRIEN
This man devoted a lot of time, energy and
commitment to the Alyth Voice for over 40
editions, and is still providing his publishing
knowledge and continuing to update the WEB
letting Alyth’s past residents keep in touch
with what’s going on in the town.
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rellies in Australia.
Bronwyn and Jock Fraser
PS still haven’t heard from Gladys.

ALYTH VOICE EDITORIAL BOARD
The Editorial Board members and their contact ‘phone num-
bers are as follows:
Billy Gordon vis.....Post Office
Jessie McLean 632684
Jim O’Brien...........632484
Paul Prettyman......633725
Callum Strachan...633140
Lesley Glen............633346
Please ensure that articles for publication are submitted by the
21st day of each month.
Note: The views expressed in the Alyth Voice are not neces-
sarily those of the Editors, nor can they accept responsibility
for the accuracy/spelling of any article
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Anyone wishing to put a Christmas
message in the Voice this year can do
so by handing in their greeting to the
Post office, please try to get them in
before the 21st of November

|||||||
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TiME To Vore For
CrTiZEN OF THE YEAR
Forms for nominations are available at the
Post Office.
Please return to Post Offic: by
19th November
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LLOCAL CADETS ATTEND WINDEMERE ADVEN-

TURE CAMP
Flight Sergeant Gavin Turnbull and Cadet Mary van den
Berg who reside in Alyth and are enrolled cadets in 2519
(Strathmore) Squadron had a fantastic week, from the
6th-13th October, at Windemere Adventure Camp.

They were there with 28 other cadets and 6 staff from:

Dundee & Central Scotland Wing. Flying Officer Jones
was the Camp Commanding Officer. The cadets cooked
their own food under the waichful eye of the Adult
Warrant Officer.

During the week they undertook orienteering exercises,
in which they had to plan routes giving map references,
distances, bearings etc. and then undertake the planned
exercise, such as walking up The Old Man of Coniston
and climbing Hellvelyn. Cadets also took part in indoor
rock climbing, absailing down an indoor man-made rock
face, pony-trekking in the hills, kayaking on Lake Conis-
ton and mountain biking over a 13 mile course.

A Sergeant from the Mountain Rescue supervised in-
door survival and team games on some evenings.

It was a hard and challenging week for both cadets
despite the torrential rain, which altered the planned
programme on many occasions, but they wouid love to
~do it again. ;

If the above interests you and you are between the ages
of 13 & 18 years old, come along to 2519 (Strathmore)
Sqd, Union Street, Blairgowrie between 7.00pm and
9.00pm any Monday or Wednesday and speak to the
Staff and Cadets.

This has been sent for inclusion in the Voice to let the #

young people know that there is a lot going on in the
wide world if they are interested in finding out about it.
The more interests that the kids have the less likely
boredom will set in, which in tumn creates many of the
social problems that we are faced with in society today.
Encourage your children, keep them active for a healthy
mind and body.

ALYTH, MEIGLE AND DISTRICT NURSING AND

SAMARITAN ASSOCIATION
Known locally as “The Samatitans”, was established
many years ago “to provide towards Nursing Services
for patients resident in the area”.
These days it still offers a valuable service to our local
community, arranging transport for Hospital appoint-
ments at, and admissions to, Ninewells, Perth Royal
Infirmary and Blairgowrie cottage hospital, for those
who do not have their own transport.
The current charges are £7 per return trip to Dundee or
Perth and £3.50 to Blairgowrie (Patients entitled to
help with hospital transport costs can claim this back)
if you would like to take advantage of this service,
forms can be filled in at Davidsons Chemist, 9 Airlie
Street for journeys more than 5 days away, or for trips
at shorter notice by contacting Mrs Colley, Tel
632183,
Equally if you feel you could help as a driver please
contact us. Drivers give of their time voluntarily and
are reimbursed a set mileage rate.
Perhaps you could help in other ways - donations are
always gratefully received, as is your support for our
Coffee Mornings.
In particular those who benefit trom the service are
encouraged to consider the possibility of leaving a
small legacy to the Association, so that the good work
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: How Wouip You IMPROVE ALYTH
4 The newly formed Alyth Environmen-

tal Group is wanting your views.

We would like you to look at parts of the village and the
surrounding countryside you use, and tell us of any
problem arcas, cye sorcs, poor paths or arcas generally '
needing improvement. ;

4 This information will allow us to priorotise projects for §
4 the group to undertake. The projects may involve apply- §
4 ing for funding, voluntary work and discussion with the §
4 Council and other landowners.

# In the next issue of the Voice there will be a question-
# naire which we would appreciate you filling out and
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HoUSE FOR SALE

12 CHAPEL ST, ALYTH

PERTHSHIRE

PH11 8DA

Individual Semi Detached House

Lounge, Large Conservatory, Master Bedroom with
En-Suite, Family Room, Kitchen, Dining Area, Further
Two Double Bedrooms, Shower Suite, Cloakroom/
W.C,, Integral Garage, Courtyard for Additional park-
ing, Large garden with conservatory to rear.

This property is very versatile - Large Family Home -
Downstairs would be excellent - Granny Flat/Teenage
Flat/Office and Business Suite.

Prict OFrFERS OVER £123,000

VIEWING - TELEPHONE 01828 633368

returning, Questionnaires will also be given to clubs,
organisations and employers.

This is your chance to get your views heard.

If you wish to get involved, or you do not receive a
questionnaire, please phone Clive or Alison on 632907.
The next meeting of the group will be at 7.30pm on

4 Thursday 15th November 2001, in the Thistle Lounge,
& Airlic Street.

(EETENERNEEESEEENERRE
Strathmore & The Glens Rural Partnership
Funding Surgery/Workshop, 26th Nov 2001

A reminder to all groups and individuals of this facility

being brought to Blairgowrie for help with accessing
funding for community projects.
Tel: Sue Cole 01828 640763 for further informa-
tion and to make an appointment.
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A Date For Your Diary

Alyth. Choral Union’s Christmas Concert is on Sunday 9th
December 2001 at 7.00pm in Alyth Parish Church. Admission
is by programme available at the door. The suggested donation
is £3 for adults and £1.50 for concessions.

The programme will consist of carols from different countries
from the choir with readings from choir members and carols for
audience participation. Baritone lan Manson

will again be the soloist and there will be musi-

cal items from Perthshire Brass.

We look forward to seeing all our friends - Tea,

mince pies etc. will be available after the Con-

cert.

The Choral Union’s Spring Concert is on Sun-

day, 24th March 2002 when works by Faure, Monteverdi and

Malcom Williamson will be performed.
Coffee Morning )
Qe

for Christmas Lights
Saturday 24th Rovember
dirlig ot Hall
10.00am

N;;twh Tay;ideConservative & Unionist Assoc.
Christmas Coffee Morning
Saturday December 1st
' Airlie Street Hall
10-12 noon
70p adult 30p child
Cake & Candy...........Bottle

Stall

Christmas Gift Stall........Raffle
Christmas Hamper Raffle......
All Welcome

a.m:baaaaaa::aaJ:aaaaanaaaaaaa
Local Alyth Bands are having a

“Hooley in the Hall”
November 30th

7.30pm-1.00am
in the Town Hall

(to raise funds for musical community events)
AMOS MOSES
SHAM SHADOWS
THIN END
THE McCANN'S
BIGC R SOVL BAND
RE&S
Tickets £5.00 available from Airlie
t Bar, Lunan’s, The Blackbird Inn
& The Post Office

ROARBRARRRBRRINRBERBIBINNPERRERA.
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“Clear Out for Christmas”
We Will Have It

Community Jumble Sale
Collections - Thursday 15th Nov-
Good As New - Friday 16th Nov- 7pm

Jumble Saturday 17th Nov - 2pm
If anyone has jumble to be uplifted on Thursday
17th please leave your name and address at the
Post Office. we would be very grateful to anyone
who could bring their jumble to the town hall on
the Thursday night between 6.30-9.00pm.

All contributions most welcome.
All Proceeds to Local Projects

BINGO TEA

TOWN HALL
22

L4

@ 12TH DECEMBER
DOORS OPEN 7.00PM

RAll Proceeds Go Te The Linda Gramt
Scheesl of Bancing

Qualified Beautician Based in Alyth
Rhhhkhkikk
Expanding Range and Would Like To Offer
Volunteer Clients (New & Existing)
The Chance to Experience
LI L2313
AROMATHERAPY MASSAGE
REFLEXOLOGY
FULL RANGE OF FACE & EYE TREATMENTS
MakE-Ur/MANICURE/PEDICURE
& VARIOUS WAXINGS
ARRAXKAR
To Arrange and Appointment
Please Telephone
01828 640578

Opportunity in health, beauty & nutrition

We are looking for self motivated and ambitious
people who wish to earn an extra income without
comprimising their current career.

Interested!! Call 0131 777 9250 and listen to
the pre-recorded message.

Aloe Vera based - natural health & beauty products.
For further information - call Isobel on 01506 433524
Independant Distributor of Forever Living Products




Public Notices

Alyth Community Council Notes 23.10.01

The meeting began on an upbeat note with the presenta-
tion of certificates to previous Community Councillors,
in appreciation of their efforts and achievements on
behalf ofAlyth and District residents, during their time in
office Four people were present to receive their certifi-
cates from current Chairman Calum Strachan. They
were Billy Gordon, Sheila Fisher, Dave Hart and Dennis
Molloy. Two others were unable to attend and will be
presented at a later date. The recipients were especially
pleased to see the Alyth Town Crest on their certificates
- something that they had successfully won back for the
town.

Meeting proper convened with matters arising. Among
them the report from the residents meeting at Burnside
Court, on the 27th September 01, by Jessic McLean,
who attended on behalf of the Community Council. She
was able to say that it was successful in resolving some
of the difficulties caused by local youngsters using the
Court as a playground and late night pub leavers taking
a short cut through it. Servite, Burnside Court landlord,
have agreed to erect signs to advise that the site paths
are for residents' use. Security lights will also be in-
stalled, as the site is poorly lit. Although not keen about
Neighbourhood Watch, the residents did agree to meet
with the local coordinator, in the near future.

The Police report was passed on by Constable Woods,
of Biairgowrie station. He advised that there had been
34 reported calls in the past month, of which several
were taking and driving away of vehicles, in Alyth and
elsewhere in the area; 4 thefts locally; several annoyance
calls re youths gathering on the Square - they were
spoken to by the Police; 1 serious vandalism fire, (the
Library), for which two persons were arrested - the
Procurator Fiscal saw fit to bail these two persons. 1 boy
racer checked; bald tyre checks done. Const. Woods
also advised that an action plan by Biairgowrie Police,
targeting such crimes and vandalism in the area, lasting
over several weeks, is shortly to commence He further
advised that police officers would soon be reverting to
the old shift pattern.ie seven days on and two off. This
would allow four crews at Blairgowrie, plus three spare
constables, who would be able to specialise on just such
incidences. This report led to the Community Councillors
expressing their extreme concerns at the rise in vandal-
ism in and around Alyth. Offences such as wanton
destruction of public property, (the towns toilets are a
prime example,) window smasing and the breaking up of
the Square bus shelter, seem to have become every day

occurrences. Other concerns are those of car tax
dodgers and indiscriminate car parking. Councillors
demanded that the police be seen to be deaing with
offences in Alyth in a much more public and open
manner, set an example to offenders

Councillor Miller included in his report, his hopes of a
temporary set up, at the Community School, for the
Library. Alyth Post Office staff were praised for taking
on the task of rent collection, in spite of initial difficul-
ties.

Mr David Chalmers, from the audience, gave a report,
in his capacity as Chairman of the recently reformed
Alyth Tenants Association. On the subject of the bus
shelter, he was able to advise that Adshel would
provide a replacement, free of charge, only taking
advantage of the advertising. Mr Chalmers went onto
report on dog fouling on the increase; lack of lights on
youngsters cycles, IslaRoad paths re: condition and
subsequent flooding, during heavy rain, saying that
these paths have lain unfinished since 1975; the police,
according to the Tenants Assn are losing the respect of
the public, citing long term car tax evaders and ob-
structive parking. Const Woods advised, at this point,
that all the police can do is place fixed penalty notices
on offending cars and advise the DVLA. They cannot
take cars away.

Date of next meeting 27.11.01 at 7.30. Members of
the public welcome.

ALYTH & DisTRICT BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
Notice of Office Bearers and Committee Members aftr the
Committee meeting on Thursday 18th October 2001
Office Bearers
Chairperson Mr Michael Kay Tel Alyth 632252/632690
E-Mail mike(@atcalyth freeserve.co.uk
Vice-Chairperson Mrs Flo McNeil Tel 632968
Secretary Mrs Irene Rintoul Tel 633114
Treasurer Mrs Nancy Kay Tel 632690
Committee Mr P Barron, Mr S Eno, Mrs K Donaldson, Mrs
J McGill and Mr J Hunter-Franks.

A reminder to businesses and their staff that once more
ADBA is sponsoring Victorian Day which this year will take
place on Saturday 24th November. It is hoped that all
business personnel will take part and add to the fantastic
costumes that have been seen in previous years. Also the
Christmas Window Competition will run again this year
and it is hoped that all the business’s in th etown will have
their windows on display for 24th November as an extra for
the Victorian Day efforts and as part of the switching on of
the Christmas Lights by the Alyth Christmas Lights Commit-

Ian Miller Local Councillor. SURGERY AT ALYTH TOowN HALL
(O1d Council Chambers) on 1st Monpay Or EacH MONTH AT 7.00PM
ORr ConTacT By TEL: SNP OFF: 01250 876576 Home 01250 873304
P&K CounciL TEL:01738 475018 E-MaiL: imiller@pke.gov.uk




Classic Car

Iinteriors

Cambridge St

Alyth, Perthshire. PH11 8AW

Tel; 01828 632974

All aspects of car trimming, redying, leather
seats, new hoods, carpets efc.., old and new cars
catered for.

We do a full upholstery work e.g. dining chairs,
stools, new foam cushions.

GEO’s BAR & THISTLE LOUNGE - ‘ "y
AIRLIE STREET, ALYTH CLASSIC RESTORATHONS
Tel : 632276  Fax: 633939 WEDDING HIRE

e-mail: thisletopia@aol.com

Lounge available for meetings Let us make your day extra spe-

cial with our unique collection of
3 classic Rolls Royce Silver Cloud,
P Itnacree St Bentley Mk Vi & Jaguar MK 1X.
Alyth, Tel:

01828 633293

FOOTBALL ‘LIVE’
on Sky & Five

P Baby - Cosmelics V -
5 DAVIDSON CHEMIST ? % AIRLIE GARAGE
t - . 9 Airlie Street, ALYTH. e . i
Tel 632302 ‘
o * * |/| PIANO LESSONS | ALYTH
r Large selection of 0 ? Telephone:; 01828 633363
o| gfffs and fragrances now in |a Mrs Susan Marsh (Cert Ed) QUALITY USED CARS FOR
h stock for Christmas r Cherrybank, Lands of Loyal SALE
Y , : y Tel: 01828 633501
Delivering quality healthcare since 1897 SERVICING: MECHANI-

HOPE PARK HOUSE
BLAIRGOWRIE

Residential home for older people
DAY CARE
LONG STAY CARE
SHORT STAY CARE (respite)
SEPARATE DEMENTIA UNIT

Tel: 01250 872349 for details of charges

Mona Gowan B&B
3 Strathmore Terrace
Alyth PH11 8DP
STB

e de ek

TelfFax 01828 632489

views and en-suite facilities
www.monagowan.co.uk

All bedrooms South Facing with panoramic |

CAL REPAIRS, WELDING,

Y‘A&R.‘ Roberison & Black |
: MOT REPAIRS & PAINT

Airlie St, Alyth

. Tel 01828 632116 WORK
ALL TYPES OF
_Are pleased to announc | VEHICLES INCLUDING CARS, COM-
‘pansion of their court services. a4 MERCIALS
s |§ & 4X4'S
Soooono ol FULL OR PART CAR VALETING

Crovar Law - ADVICE - REPARATION |} g1 A G| EAN ENGINES & UNDER

- ACCIDENT CLAIMS - COMPENSATION BODY

EMPLOY \4E§Tm ggA;LI%J;IS;;ENS PANEL : g GARDEN MACHINERY

SERVICED &

DEBT - RESTRUCTURING & BANKRUPTCY

+ o CiviL DispUTES & LITIGATION. i REPAIRED, GARDEN

| TRACTORS, ROTARY
MOTORS ETC..

k % FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY

Camed out by W.G. Boyles & Comp y

‘......‘...'..'..

NEW IMAGE
Come and See Our New Stock of
Kitchenware and Household Items
New Image
Second Time Round
3 Commercial St, Alyth
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Colin & Cathy Ford

New premises in November
Tel: 632297
Chiropody/Podiatrist.
Sugaring, Facials etc.

5 TOUTIE STREET

/—)(C‘( Julies Hairdressers)

DAVID SIM
IRONMONGER
J. GAS DEALERS

On retirement of Jack Muir, David Sim has been appointed as you main J.Gas
suplier. J.Gas is compatible with most well known brands, and are very competi-
tive on price, adding value for money and offer a free delivery to your home. Also
we stock for those long winter nights Coal, Sticks and Burning Peat.

David Sim has Christmas in mind, with a selection of new gift ideas coming in i.e.
Border Fine Arts, Crystal Ware as well as gifts for His and Her.

Christmas Decorations, Lights, Candles and Tableware.

We have for the first time some hand made Christmas Tree Figure Lights, a must
for every home. Order now not to be disappointed. As well as much, much more.

Go no further we have it ALL.
We promise a friendly, familiar welcome
and an excellent service.

[y



NOVEMBER 2001 ARTICLE FOR 'ALYTH VOICE'
BY PAUL RAMSAY -

“There's an otter spraint!' said Roy, and of course it was.
Three of us were walking in the West Wards on our way to
look at the new dams in the burn, and the ponds that John
Lister-Kaye dug last month with the excavators we had
hired. We had been discussing the duck and pheasant
feathers, seen lying on the ground, some of which had been
shorn by sharp teeth. Nearby lay the tell-tale droppings of
a fox and it was after we saw them that Roy pointed out the
otter spraint. It was dark, about eight centimetres long,
and rather thin (about a centimetre thick). 'Have a smell of
it," said Allan. T got down on my knees and sniffed. 'Musky,
oily and fishy', he continued, and that was true too. It was
not unpleasant. The dropping was in a characteristic place
for an otter because, like other animals, they mark their
territory. - This was a suitable place because it was a little
stone bridge that crossed the burn, an
observation post for an otter. Several
other spraints nearby were paler. Grey and,
washed by the rain, it was easy to make
out little bits of bone, probably fish bone,
in them.
The meadow is probably an outpost of this
otter's territory. Territories may amount, as a rule, to up to
ten miles of river and burn front, but may be much less,
depending on the abundance of the habitat. I should like to
think that the Bamff otter, living in an abundant habitat that
includes the old pond with its perch, eels and other delights,
not to speak of the Alyth Den and Burn, can

/’
includes salmon, trout and several other ‘ u
species of fish as well as ducks and other

get by with less than the ten mile stretch of
waterfowl, but eels are probably their standby round hete.
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fiver bank I mentioned. On bountiful sea
coasts in the West otters need only about a
mile of shore from which to gain a living.
They have a fairly catholic taste in food that

In the past, and perhaps sometimes still, fishermen have not
been pleased to share their sport with otters and have
persecuted them. The same ambivalent or hostile attitudes
of field sportsmen to predators in general continue and are
often mistaken. The truth is that the presence, even
abundance, of predators indicates a healthy environment.
The presence of otters indicates that the water is of good
quality. Loss of predators is a very important sign that
something has gone wrong, and the recent history of the
otter throughout much of its range in the British Isles and
Europe shows this. Too many predators (say foxes and
| crows?) suggests that something is wrong (but what? And
what does one mean by too many"? ) :

Twenty years ago I remember being told that an otter had
been caught some time before in a trap near the Alyth Burn,
but that none had been seen since. At that time they were
in sharp decline in this country, as they were through much
of the rest of Europe. Meanwhile the related North

American otter (Lutra canadensis) was undergoing
a similar decline. The prevalence of the organo-
chlorine insecticides in sheep dips, seed dressings
and other agricultural applications from the 1950s
had resulted in the accumulation of these pesticides
in the body fats of carnivores with serious conse-
quences for their health and breeding success.
Older readers will remember those attractive 'Shell
in the countryside' advertisements at that time, rec-
ommending dieldrin, an important product in this| -
family of chemicals.

Other chemicals such as the polychlorinated
biphenyls (PCBs) also turned out to damage wildlife
and to spread far and wide through the environment.
They were used in paints, plasticisers, printing inks,
electrical transformers and for numerous other in-
dustrial purposes. Already in the 1960s scientists
were aware that substances other than the organo-
chorine pesticides were showing up in their chro-
matograms, but didn't know what until a
Dr.S.Jensen from Sweden published a paper, show-
ing what they were. Tt has been shown since that
PCBs cause liver damage, affect calcium
metabolisin, and interfere with reproduction.
Corpses of otters in Europe and North America
were found to contain quantities of both the organo-
chlorine pesticides and PCBs in their fatty tissues.
For a while otters seemed to be on the road to
extinction in Great Britain, except in the Western
Isles and in 1988 they became extinct in the Nether-
lands. Fortunately, however, bans on the use of the
chlorinated hydrocarbons have
slowly and gradually resulted in a
reduction of the presence of these
chemicals in the environment, both
by land and sea. As their presence §
has diminished some of the species
they affected, in particular the birds
of prey and otters, have begun to
recover,

The return of the otter is a conservation success in
more ways than one because, as they have returned
to areas they once inhabited, the invading mink have
retreated. No doubt they compete to some extent
for the same food and the larger otter will not stand
for an interloper in its space.

Thinking about it T realise that I must have seen
otter spraints here before, but not knowing what
they were attributed them to possibly a pine marten,
or perhaps a fox with indigestion. I have been
aware for some years that otters must be about
because I saw a dead one at the pond here in 1993,
Learning from a couple of authorities on the subject
that I really was looking at evidence for the living
presence of otters was one of the great excitements




_USE YOU LOCAL THIS CHRISTMAS TIME-
“HERE FOR YOU”
OPEN - Tues,Thur,Fri &Sat
9.30 - 5.30 (closed 12.30 - 2pm)
ALTERATIONS - CASH’S NAME TAPES
+KLEENEZE* weekly orders- Great ideas in
shop)
SEASONAL ITEMS INCLUDE: Ranges of Padded/
Wool Dalesman’s, HJ, Dress, Sports &
Ladies Range), Thick Tights ans Supports.
Christams Present!)
! NOVELTY CHRISTMAS !
Nan and Doreen will be
leased to serve you.
is poised and ready to
HEEL, SOLE, PATCH,
in Time For Winter
Look Them Out NOW! and hand them

SEASONS SHOP
55 Airlie Street Tel 632895
PRYCLEANERS/LAUNDERERsP/uTue Fri pm
SHOE. REPAIR P/u Thurs pm
lights/seasonal omaments to brighten your
home(Christmas supplement catalouge available at
Fleece Shirts, Work Trousers, Jumpers,
Scarves, Hats, Gloves, Socks (packs,70%
Dressing Gowns, Nightdresses/shirts, Pyga-
mas/Bedsocks & SLIPPERS!! (the top
TEA-TOWELS.
SEE OUR WINDOWS
P |
Alex of Shoe Care Centre
STITCH, STRETCH
*Your Shoes and Boots*
into SEASON’S SHOP
-Pick Up THURS - Zpm

G B BUICK & SON
CENTRAL GARAGE, ALYTH

10 POINT WINTER CHECK
NOW RUNNING - ONLY £10
*

FULLY STOCKED WINTER SHOP
WITH
BATTERIES, DE-ICERS,
ANTI-FREEZE ETC.
AND FOR THE HOME MACGAS LPG
13KG OR 7KG BOTTLES FROM £10
*

We would like to thank all our fuel cus-
tomers and RIX Petroleum, our indepen-
dant fuel supplier, for their continuing sup-
port. Please keep buying whatever amount
great or small and stop the main oil pro-
ducers closing down rural petrol stations.
*

CALL NOW FOR APPT 01828 632492

G F Supplies
Compatible cartridges for Epson
& Canon Printers from £2.49
CDR’S, Photo Paper & CD
Cases
Tel: 01828 633346 for pricelist
and enquiries.

Glenisla Golf Centre’s
Autumn/Winter
‘Warmers
3 Course Daytime Midweek-  gtenist:
Specials only £4.95 e

—
[~

glenisla

Warm up your winter days in fantastic sur-
roundings with our homemade soups,
freshly prepared daily. Vegetarians, Parties
and Functions catered for.

NoN GoLFERs VERY WELCOME

To make a reservation or for
further information
please call 01828 632445

Thinking about leaming to drive!
Worried about the theory test!
Don't be, Get all the information you
Need, mock theory tests, COROM.

Call Gladys on 01828 632135
Pennycook Driving School
Clar-Innis, Meigle Rd, Alyth PH11 8EX

VERY HIGH PASS RATE

ANDY WHITE
JOINER -
SHOPFITTER

5 BAMFF ROAD ALYTH PH11 8DT
Tel: (01828) 632298

DAVID SCOTT SHABAB - TEL 633511 RENDEZVOUS
FuneraL DiRECTORS -INDIAN TAKEAWAY - (Margaret's)
T % - ALYTH- +*HAIRDRESSER**
Nyth PH 1 1 8BP MONUMENTAL AGENTS (UNDER NEW MAN AGEMENT) 89 Alrile Street, Alyth. Tel: 632097
: Open Tues - Sat
Te' & Fax MRs CONNIE FERGUSON N FROM 5P
| Saaumccer | NoWOPER RO PN Gift Vouchers
(1828 65433 _
PRUMNACREE HOUSE Established 1975
TIND THE OVEN BISTRO MURRAY PENNYCOOK Ca rpet Care
o PLUMBING & HEATING C U
GAS, OIL & SOLID FUEL arpet, Upholstery and
Clar-Innis, Meigie Road, Alyth Leather Cleaned
Tel: 632135 Fax: 633980
 Mobile:0850 733 481 and Protected
FOR THAT SPECIAL CHRISTMAS MEAL NARIN'S CHIPSHOP . Call
CHRISTMAS FAYRE SET MENU £12.95
CHRISTMAS DAY £30 HOME DELIVERY SERVICE Neil Stewart

(4 courses including pre-meal drinks £2 00 DELIVERY CHARGE WITHIN | for a Free Quote:

and wine with meal, special rates for NORMAL TAXIA'C;:I\:GE OUTWITH 01828 632771 or 01250 875216
children) g Mobile: 0771 391 5546
Please phone for details, menus orto | FREE DELIVERY FOR ALL ORDERS
make a booking call 01828 632194 OVER £20.00

Printed by Blair Copy Shop, Reform St Blairgowrie
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