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The news that local resident Ian Grant was awarded a 
knighthood in The Queen’s New Year Honours List didn’t 
take long to circulate Airl ie Street, and provided the perfect 
opportunity for the Alyth Voice to find out more about the 
man better known as “Grant o’ the Thorn”. 
    It was at the Thorn (now Easter Rattray) that Ian grew up 
learning all aspects of farming from father Alan, and much 
respected farmhand Dave Scott, whose wife Isobel still  lives 
in Alyth and babysat the young Ian, and subsequently Ian’s      
children too. His late 
mother Flo was also well 
known in the area, being a 
founder member of the 
local branch of SSMHA, 
now Enable, and his      
sister Moira is a resident at 
Muirton House. 
    Educated at Strathallan, 
an early career choice was 
to be an RAF pilot after 
joining the CCF (Combined  
Cadet Force), but he    
admits farming was a    
fo rego ne  con clu sio n     
considering his paternal 
grandmother had also 
been a farmer at Thorn. A 
year out as a ‘mud-student’ 
nea r Kel so followe d 
Strathallan, then East of 
Sco tland College o f      
Agriculture in Edinburgh, 
before returning home in 
1962 to farm the Thorn 
and Burnside. From the 
mid 1960s to late 70s Ian 
was on the committee, and 
also had a stint as President, of Alyth Show in its halcyon 
days at Diamond Jubilee Park. 
    The first sign that his life would go beyond farming, was 
with the local branch of the National Farmers Union of     
Scotland and joining East of Scotland Farmers Ltd as a Non-
Executive Director in 1978. His father had been a founding 
member of the latter, and Ian continued the family            
association for nearly 25 years, including a 7 year stint as 
Vice Chairman. Also in 1978, he was elected a Council   
Member of NFUS, progressing to being President in 1984, a 
post he held for 6 years.  
    Ian continued to farm and hold various posts in agricultural 
societies, as well as a non-executive directorship with 
Clydesdale Bank PLC, and Chairman of the Scottish Tourist 
Board (1990-1998). In 1993, he hung up his farming boots to 
concentrate fully on other responsibilities and the Grants 
moved into Alyth. For the next ten years Ian packed in     
Directorships, Deputy Chairmanships and Chairmanships 
with The Cairngorms Partnership, Scottish Hydro-Electric, 
Scottish & Southern Energy, NFU Mutual Insurance, and 
finally The Crown Estate as Scottish Commissioner in 1996, 

a move which would ultimately see him as Chairman for the 
last 7 years until he retired at the end of December. Given 
his extremely busy lifestyle, it’s no surprise to learn Ian will 
continue into his retirement as Chairman of the Scottish    
Exhibition & Conference Centre in Glasgow, a post he has 
held since 2002. 
    No stranger to titles, Ian was elected a Fellow of the Royal 
Agricultural Societies in 1987, awarded the CBE for services 
to Agriculture in 1988, received an honorary Doctorate of 

Business Administration 
from Napier University in 
1999, and most recently 
was appointed a Knight 
Bachelor in the New Year 
Honours List. 
    Sir Ian is a ‘people   
person’ and after five    
minutes with him, it’s easy 
to see why he has held 
positions of distinction and           
undoubtedly brought the 
best out in his employees. 
He is humble about all 
aspects of his success,  
downplaying the glamour 
of it all, especially in his 
dealings with royalty, and 
st a t e d  th e  m o st            
interesting, and perhaps 
influential person he has 
been privileged to meet is 
Lord Norman MacFarlane, 
a friend and once fellow 
director of the Clydesdale 
Bank, who dispensed all 
manner of wise advice, 
including “always make 

sure your shoes are clean!” 
    When asked what he considers to be his greatest    
achievement, without hesitation Sir Ian replied his wife     
Eileen. Without her support and that of their three daughters 
and their husbands and five grandchildren, he is certain his 
career path would have been very different, and his business      
successes, although exciting and challenging, cannot     
compare to the constant love and support of his family, thus 
reaffirming the old adage ‘behind every great man, is a great 
woman’!   
    Despite having spent close on 20 years flying the world 
negotiating farming policy or promoting Scotland, Sir Ian has 
lived in and around Alyth all of his life and insists its perfect 
central rural location cannot be matched wherever he has 
travelled. His fondness for the town and its people is plain to 
see, and he insists the community spirit in Alyth is so rare 
these days and there’s nothing he likes better than passing 
the time of day with everyone he meets in the street. But 
don’t call him Sir, he’s saving that for his investiture in a few 
months’ time! 

[photograph courtesy and copyright of The Crown Estate] 
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New Year’s Day up Alyth Hill 

© DH Todd 

© DH Todd 

© DH Todd 

© DH Todd 

© DH Todd 

© J. Taylor 

There was a good turnout  
of over 100 New Year 
revellers on Alyth Hill to 
light the beacon. The 
w i nt ry  c on di t i ons        
enhanced the roaring 
bonfire and   beacon,  and 
plenty of New Year ‘spirit’ 
warmed everyone up! 
    Callum Strachan Jnr is 
pictured playi ng the   
bagpipes (middle left) 
while Ricky Don, Paul 
Chambers  & Nei l 
Archbold (middle right),  
and Ron Tripney & John 
Taylor (right) pose for the 
camera. 



3 

 

Iain Reid’s photograph of a heron in December’s Alyth 
Voice has certainly captured the photographers among 
you! This selection of photographs were all taken on 
Alyth Burn over the wintry season. 

Winter wildlife in Alyth 

© J. Brand 

© J. Wright 

© D. Robbins 

© J. Robertson 

© C&B Turnbull 

 
Tarka in the Den  

 

Calum & Beth Turnbull were lucky to snap this otter in 
Alyth Den in January. 
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- VOICE TEASER -   
What is the origin of Fossen’s Land  
(between Losset Road and Meethill)? 

~~~ 
Answer to last month’s Teaser – The Forest of Alyth? 

 
Viam per mediam forestam nostram de Alyth, 1234—R.C.A. 
John de Roos, Justiciar of our forests of Cluny and of Alyth, 
1377—R.G.S. 
Forest of Alyth, 1457—R.C.A. 
Forest of Alytht (also of Alyght, Alight, Alicht), 1506-1513—
R.D. 
Forest of Alycht, 1557—R.C.A. 
Forrest of Alyth (also nemore), 1612—B.C.P. 
Forrest of Elit, 1642—Pont. 
A village called the Forrest of Alyth, 1727—Macfarlane. 
 

O.F. forest, from Low Latin foresta, a wood. 
 

Forest has not here the sense of a very large wood, but of an open 
space of land over which rights of the chase were reserved; and this 
was one of a number of royal hunting grounds scattered throughout 
Scotland. Even at the close of the sixteenth century, the forest of 
Alyth took in Craighead and approached Bamff. We may well    
believe that Bamff itself was in the gift of King Alexander II.,       
because it had been in this royal forest, and the name bespeaks an 
older stage in which the forest may have come down to Alyth itself, 
or even beyond Alyth to the Isla. 

 
[Extract from Meikle’s Places and  Place-Names Round Alyth’ 1925] 

 

ALYTH  
PHOTOGRAPHIC CLUB 

The recent cold spell has created unique photo opportunities for 
members. The ice channels and icicles in the Den were amazing for 
those brave enough to tackle the conditions.  
    Our woolly friends braving the elements are the subject of new 
photographs in the DirlieBane, so go along and have a coffee.  
    February's theme will be ICE (photo above). The first meeting in 
2010 concentrated on establishing what equipment the club would 
like to acquire, the programme for 2010, and the establishment of a 
photographic library in the DirlieBane.  
    The Club will now meet on a fortnightly basis, the February  
meetings being 7 p.m. Mondays 8th & 22nd, The DirlieBane Cafe, 
to which new members are most welcome.  
    Co n ta ct Ro n  McGi l l  o n  0 1 8 2 8  63 4 11 4  or 
ron@plumtree.myzen.co.uk. 

Ice wall near Loch Ordie, Perthshire  

© R. McGill 

Thank you to everyone who submitted photographs of  
Alyth in the clutches of this winter. 

© J. Maintyre 

© J. Brand 

Aberbothrie Road © J. Wright 

© J. Taylor 

Alyth Den 

Alyth Den 

Alyth Burn 
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Useful Telephone Numbers 

Airlie Street Hall (contact-Margaret Smith)  - 01828 632256 
Alyth Town Hall (contact: Rosemary  Duncan) - 01828 633846 
Ogilvy Rooms (contact Tina Tripney) - 01828 632717 

Blairgowrie Police Station   - 0300 111 2222 
Perth Police Station - 0300 111 2222  

Hydro-Electric Emergencies    - 0800  300999 
Scottish Gas Emergencies  - 0800  111999 

Scottish Water    - 0845  6008 855 
Alyth Post Office - 01828 632301 

Alyth Health Centre   - 01828 632317 
Alyth Primary School  - 01828 632462 

Blairgowrie High School   - 01250 873445 
Alyth Environmental Group  - 01828 632907 

NHS 24—new 24 hour health service  - 08454 24 24 24 
Anti -social Behaviour Team       - 01738 476173 
If you offer an emergency or breakdown service, send the Voice your name and number. 

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE 
NEW ALYTH ROAD, ALYTH, PH11 8EQ 

 

Telephone: 01828 632317  
 

Repeat Prescription Line: 01828 633663  
(24 hour answering machine) 

 

Community Nurse: 01828 632425  
 

Health Visitor: 01828 633954  
  

Opening Hours - Monday to Friday 8am to 6pm  
After Hours      - NHS24 tel: 08454 24 24 24  

 

Late surgeries by appointment  
Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday - 5pm to 6pm  

Early Surgeries by appointment 
Blood Clinic - Monday/Wednesday - 8.30am to 9.30am 

 

Strathmore & the Glens Rural Partnership  
 

PO Box 6621, Blairgowrie PH12 8YF 
www.strathmoreglens.org 

or contact Sue Cole on 01828 640763 or sue@strathmoreglens.sol.co.uk 

ALYTH VOICE TEAM  
Editor: 

Paul Ramsay - 01828 632992 - paulramsay@bamff.co.uk 
Compositor/Secretary: 

Irene Robertson - 01828 633045 - alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk 
Advertising: 

Pamela Luscombe - 01828 633693 - advertising@alythvoice.co.uk 
Marjory Macpherson & Margaret McKenzie  

Distribution:                     Paul & Barbara Prettyman - 01828 633725    
Treasurer: 

Michael Kay - 01828 632252/632690 - michaelkay1@tiscali.co.uk 
Webmaster:                                    Derek  Todd - dhtodd@tiscali.co.uk 

ARTICLE/ADVERT SUBMISSION to the Voice  
In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that articles/ads for publication are 
submitted before the 19th day (10th for colour photos/16th for ads) of each month. 

Note: The views expressed in the Alyth Voice are not necessarily those of the team nor 
can they accept any responsibility for accuracy and spelling of any article. 

Please note ALL  articles must be accompanied with a name and address 
BEFORE they  will be published in the Voice.  

On request, the name and address may  be withheld from publication.  
Any  submission without these details will NOT be included. 

Strict deadlines for submission: 
 

Colour Photos by 0  10th 
Business Adverts by 16th 
All other items by  19th  
 

See this page for contact details 

2010 VOICE DEADLINES  
 

 

 

Alyth Voice Advertising  
PRICE LIST 

 

The submission of an advert does not  
necessitate acceptance.  

 

Due to editorial requirements generally Full Page adverts are 
not accepted but if space allows may be.  

Any advertiser wishing a full page advert should also 
submit a half page one which will be used as space allows. 

 
 
 

 Height   Width  Cost  
  
 4cms x 6cms £6.00 
 6cms x 6cms £9.00 
 8cms x 6cms £12.00 
 12cms x 6cms £18.00 
 16cms x 6cms £24.00 
 3cms x 19cms £12.00 Banner  
 13.6cms x 9.75cms £32.50 Quarter Page  
 13.6cms x 19.5cms £65.00 Half Page 
 27.2cms x 19.5cms £132.00 Full Page - Restricted 
 
 
 

Finalised copy must be to hand by 16th (6pm)  
of the month prior to publication.  

 

We accept hard copy and  
 MS Office fi les only (.doc or .pub) 

 
We are unable to accept PDF files.  

*~*~* Dates for Your Diary *~*~* 
 Due to the advance notice of these dates, please check for changes! 

FEBRUARY 
1st Exercise Class, Airlie Street Hall  Alyth Senior Cit. Club 
2nd AGM, Ogilvy Rooms, Commercial St.  Alyth Literary Society 
4th What does the Lord…, Airlie Street Hall Alyth Parish Church Guild 
4th Public Meeting Kirkmichael Session Hse EPNWA see page 17 
6th Coffee Morning, Airlie Street Hall Maggie’s Centre 
7th Volunteers Party, Alyth Town Hall 2pm Alyth Community Council 
7th Candlemas Evening Service 6pm Alyth Parish Church  
8th Lunch Club, Airlie Street Hall  Alyth Senior Cit. Club 
13th Coffee Morning, Airlie Street Hall The Labour Party 
15th Exercise Class, Airlie Street Hall  Alyth Senior Cit. Club 
16th Battle of Dunkeld Talk, Ogilvy Rooms Alyth Literary Society 
17th A Walk on the Wild Side (Big Cat Ctry) Burnside Court Carers 
18th Bingo Tea, Alyth Town Hall  Alyth Scout Group 
20th Coffee Morning, Airlie Street Hall Alyth Gala Day 
22nd Lunch Club, Airlie Street Hall  Alyth Senior Cit. Club 
24th   18thC Military Comms. Kinloch Arms      Meigle & Dist. History Soc 
27th Coffee Morning, Airlie Street Hall Kilry WRI 
 

MARCH 
1st Exercise Class, Airlie Street Hall  Alyth Senior Cit. Club 
2nd James Young Geddes Talk, Ogilvy Rms Alyth Literary Society 
4th Jute Bags Talk, Airlie Street Hall  Alyth Parish Church Guild 
6th Coffee Morning, Airlie Street Hall Alyth Playgroup 
6th Charity Ball, Lands of Loyal Hotel Eassie, Nevay & Kirkinch 
8th Exercise Class, Airlie Street Hall  Alyth Senior Cit. Club 
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Squeaky Clean Services 
Clean windows, keen prices! 

 

David Nixon 
Window Cleaner 

 

12 Princes Croft, Coupar Angus 
 Perthshire, PH13 9EH 

 

Tel: 01828 628754 
Mobile: 07756881560 

 

Licens ed & Insured 

Ash Chimney 
 Systems

 
 
 
 
 

Call Simon on 
01382 580245 or 07709-340575 

Professional Chimney Sweep 
Prompt and reliable –  

a clean sweep guaranteed. 
Pots, Bird guards and Cowls fitted. 

TOSH TILING SERVICES 
 

CERAMIC & NATURAL STONE, 
KITCHEN & BATHROOM 
WALLS & FLOORS  inc.  

CONSERVATORIES 
TILE REPAIR & REGROUTING 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

WORK 
 

FREE QUOTES 
 

CALL SANDY 01828 632424  
OR MOBILE 07835443561 

 

Irene Robertson Tel: 01828 633045 

w w w . cla ss icw e bdesigns. co. uk 

J. Clark  
Coralbank Landscapes . 

 

Patio’s, Hedging, Raised Beds, 
Walling, Fencing, Trees Pruned or 

Taken Down etc… 
Also Sand, Gravel Delivered. 

 

Tel: 01250 870485 
Mob: 07786414581 

Smarty Paints  
Painters & Decorators  

 

Free Quotations  
We stay until the job is finished  

 
Cairnleith House  
Cairnleith Street  
Alyth  
 
Please contact  
 David Mitchell  
 

Tel: 01828 633472 (evening)  
Mobile:07793 553147(day)  
email:  
dav id.wmitchell@btinternet.com  

 

BIOLOGY/CHEMISTRY TUTORING 
 

A recently retired University academic 
(also qualified secondary school 
teacher) offers tutoring for Standard 
Grades and Highers.  

High success rate in 2006-2007 
 

Tel: 01575 560 333 

 

Do you need a cleaner ? 
 

I have vacancies, 
 

References available. 
 

Phone Brenda,  
 

01828 633860 

Shear Success,  
12 Airlie Street, Alyth. 

 01828 633234. 
Business Hours 

Tuesday: For apt tel either 633234, or 
Nicola direct on 07928 111 933. 
Wednesday. Wendy 9 - 5.30pm. 

Friday. Wendy 9 - 5.30pm. 
Saturday. Wendy 9 - 1pm 

ALYTH POST OFFICE 
GALLERY  

Airlie Street 
Tel: 01828 632301 

 

New range of Ling Cards 
 

Come in for a browse and a chat. 
 

GREETINGS CARDS 
New issues of National Geographic, 
Medici and Scottish National Trust 

cards now available. Also a wonderful 
new classic series of event cards, en-

semble and Wordsworth greetings cards 

ALYTH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
UPDATE 

We hope that everyone has had a good start to the New 
Year. Early February, Sunday 7th of February at 2pm to 
be ex act, brings the Volunteers Party and presentation of 
awards to our new Citizens of the Year and Young     
Citizens of the Year. More in the March edition of the 
Voice. 

Perth and Kinross Council emailed on two fairly large 
public consultation documents on 18th December last 
year and are awaiting our replies. The first document is  
how it suggests they deal with “waste management” over 
the nex t 20 years in P&K. This consultation follows hot on 
the heels of the withdrawal of permission for the Shore 
Road incinerator in Perth. Could we end up with a large 
landfill site or incinerator in Eastern Perthshire?  We were 
not given much time to consult with this one as replies 
had to be back by 29th January. However you can still 
see what they are proposing at http://alythcc.ning.com/  
Or you can forward your comments for us to consider at  
AlythCommunityCouncil@pkc.gov.uk  Please remember 
that access to the internet is f ree at  the library in Airlie 
Street. 
    The second was the ‘Perth and Kinross Draft Interim 
Local Housing Strategy Consultation Document’ again this  
document asks a number of questions of the public    
regarding P&K housing policies. Do you know how many 
people are waiting for a council house in Alyth? No, then 
follow this link http://alythcc.ning.com/ and read the    
housing document and my comment at the bottom of the 
page providing figures on how many are waiting on the 
list. You can comment di rectly or by  emailing us at the 
above email address. 

Stuar t Clark, ACC Chairman 

 
LITERARY SUCCESS FOR 

 'THE ALYAN' 
Former Alyth resident - Paul Briscoe, who lived at Isla 
Court for 2 years before moving to Fife in 2007, is       
celebrating good reviews and growing sales of his second 
book entitled ' Burning Conclusion'  It  is a novel set in late 
1960's Washington DC, against the background of the 
assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. and the ensuing 
rioting and arson that saw large swathes of the nation's  
capital destroyed.  
 Paul had a good reception in the U.S.  for his first  
book, written while living in Alyth, entitled 'When the 
Chinaman Spoke' -  An autobiography detailing his difficult 
childhood and troubled youth living in Washington DC.  It 
demonstrates quite vividly, that despite the odds being 
stacked against you, if you are determined enough, you 
can change your life and take control of your destiny and 
be whatever you want to be. 
 Whilst living in Alyth, Paul wrote the monthly 
column 'The Alyan' for the Alyth Voice.  He recalls the 
column with affection and said it was amusing to hear 
people in bars, shops, hairdressers, etc. discuss the   
various topics that he would bring up in his column under 
the guise of being a visiting alien who had the ability to 
assume the appearance of locals.  'It could only work if 
you were anonymous,' he recalls.  ‘One of the Voice team 
was the only person who knew my identity'. 
    Two copies of Paul's latest book have been donated to 
the Alyth Library.  
    Anyone wishing to actually purchase either of the books  
can order online by going to www.lulu.com/
content/1100805 

VOLUNTEERS PARTY  
Alyth Town Hall 

Sunday 7th February 2010 
2PM 
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Divorce & Family  Law 
Court Representation 
Accidents & Employment Law 
Wills & Private Client  
Property  Services 

 
2 8  W e l lm e a d o w ,  B l a i r go w r i e   

Tel: 01250 874441 
 

www.hodgesolicitors.co.uk 

HODGE  
SOLICITORS LLP 

 

Charles A Davidson 
 

Blacksmith, Welder & Fabricator 
 

Gates and Rails made, erected and repaired 
All fabrication and farm work undertaken 

 
Tel: 01828 632948 

Mobile: 07957 766546 

MURRAY PENNYCOOK  
Est. 1975 

Plumbing & Heating 
 

Gas . Oil . Solid Fuel  
Central Heating Installations  

 

Rhones . Leadwork . Drains  
 

Free Estimates  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tel: 01828 632 135 
Mob: 07850 733481 

Meigle Road, Aly th, Blairgowrie PH11 8EX 

DAVIDSONS CHEMIST  
9 Airlie St, Alyth   

 

Tel 01828 632302 
 

PRESCRIPTIONS DISPENSED 
 

DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE 
 

Minor ailment service and advice always 
available from your local pharmacist 

 

J B BUICK  
 

All types of building work undertaken 
New build  Renovations  Conversions  

Garden Walls   Extensions  
 

Free Estimate 
 

 Local Builder since 1975 
Tel 01828 632661 mob 07846048389 

G CLARK  
PLASTERING & TILING  

Walls & floor tiling 
Harling 
Coving 

Plastering 
Dry Lining 

Ames taping 
Wet Dash 

NO JOB TOO SMALL  
   FREE QUOTES    

 

TEL:01828 633970 
     or 07821294678   

 

All Breeds W elcome  

Services Range From  
 

Cleaning, Hand Str ipping, shampoo 
Grooming, Tr im, Styling, Conditioning 

Thorough Dead Hair  Removal, De-matting 
 

Professional Equipment Used For 
All That Your Pet Requires  

 

T.L.C For Your Best Fr iend,  
Your Dog  

 R. L. Ford  
 Berkely Boufs  
 Berkeley  
 St Ninians Road,  
 Alyth   01828 633271 
 www.ber kelyboufs.co.uk 

Berkely Boufs 
Dog Grooming 

 

Gavin R Jamieson 
 

BARONY VIEW  
GROUND MAINTENANCE  

 

FOR ALL GARDEN SERVICES 
 

Grass cutting, flower beds, paving, 
decking, power washing, fencing, 

shed and garage clearing and 
cleaning, all other odd outdoor jobs 

 
 

Ground Clearance service 
available for building plots 

 

Call 07739 833595  
 

01828 633669 (evenings) 
Or  

Freephone 08002 118583 
baronyview@btinternet.com 

Established 1980 

Electrical Contractor  
E.C.A. Registered and Approved 

 

Stewart MacDonald  
8 Cambridge Street, Alyth PH11 8AW  

 

Telephone  01828 632 995 

Mobile Hairdresser  
Member of  FHBF  

(freelance hair and beauty federation) 
Colouring, perming, setting and 
hair up for that special occasion. 

Up to date on the latest hair trends. 
Now working in Shear Success on 

Tuesdays only, contact number below or 
the shop.  

Call Nicola for a price today on 
07928 111 933 

ANYTHING GOES  
ALYTH MUSICAL SOCIETY 

As we are now into the new year the cast and production 
team of 'Anything Goes' start to step up a gear to get 
ready for the show in April. 
    Concerns regarding finding a young leading man   
vanished when the company were joined by Graeme from 
Blairgowrie. 
    One or two people were starting to look at  me to fill the 
void and I was getting suitably nervous until the cavalry, in 
the shape of Graeme f rom Blairgowrie, came to my    
rescue. Now that he has joined us he is not getting away! 
    Anything Goes was created by Cole Porter and      
features some very well known songs along with a very 
funny script, all set on the ocean liner SS American. 
    The show also calls for a real dog to be in certain 
scenes. If anyone has a small dog, not  interested in    
barking and who wants to ex perience stardom then could 
you please contact me by e-mail (whiteborros@aol.com) 
or telephone (01828 633327). 
    It is not definite we will use a real dog but I feel it would 
add something to the production. 
    To keep an eye on how things are going pop into 
www.alythmusical.com 
 

 

'IN MY DREAMS',   
I LO'E THE LAPWING...ALAS!... 
By Dan Dewar, 9 Commercial Street 

 
O, how I miss the Peesies 
zig-zaggin' ower the ploo... 

Tae guaird 'is nest he'd dae 'is best 
an' got in sic a stew! 

 
The ploomen lads, in aulden days, 

big safties wir at hert: 
they moved the nest, tae save sair stress, 

then yanked the reinz tae stert. 
 

But noo, thae michty tractors, 
wi' clouds o' stoor an' din, 

juist roar-up tae the birdie's nest 
and, cruelly, ploo it in! 

 
Forby, thir's a' thae poisons - 

Pollution everywhere! 
Whin we wir young, 'twis guid clean dung 

thit gar'd the craps tae breer. 
 

A yis tae hear the Corncrake 
doon-by the railway line... 

the Mavis, too, is silent noo 
since days o' auld lang syne... 

 
Nae mair we hear the Lavrock's 

loud liltin' happy sang... 
Wee birdies, too, are now sae few - 

O' whar did things gang wrang? 
 

A've heard the teuchat screamin' 
frae mornin'-sun till nicht - 

he'd swoop an' swerve, fair fu' o' verve - 
ma hert pines for that sicht... 

 
But noo, the skies are silent.. 
Nae noisy, flappin', wings... 

Peewit!  Peewit!  Peewit!  Peewit! 
'Nae mair the birdie sings...' 
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Alyth Family History Project 

Can you identity anyone in these class photographs? Teacher Miss Russell (above) married and became Mrs Duncan (absent in the photo below) 

© D. Lothian 

Alyth School 1950s 

© D. Lothian 
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 SIDLEY'S DRIVING SCHOOL  

Est 2005  
 

Fully Qualified ADI, DSA registered  

1 Hour Lessons 
 

Initial Training in Blairgowrie area then  

your choice of test centre covering Dundee, Perth 

and Forfar 
 

Door to Door Service  
 

Block bookings & gift vouchers available 
 

Theory Tuition and Pass Plus  
 

Patient and Friendly instructor 
 

For more information contact Colin on 

01828 633 017 

07751072408  

(for FREE Internet 
access and advice 
on tracing your 
ancestors. 

(for ever-changing 
exhibitions on Alyth 
life over the centuries) 

(for Alyth photos, Cemetery 
& Parish Records) 

UNTIL further notice  
ONLY open by appointment  

Tel: 01828 633 045 

ALYTH FAMILY HISTORY PROJECT 
 2010 OPENING TIMES 

 
Alyth Parish Church:   
 
 
There are now over 2,000 photographs in the church computer covering: 
�x�� School class photos (every decade from 1895 to 1995) 
�x�� Events (Alyth Show, Gala Day, Warship Week, Farmers’ Dances, 

Bamff WRI, Bowling Club, Boys Brigade, 1935, 1937 and 1953 
Coronation, Jubilee 1935, Musical Society, Operatic Society, 
Flower Festival, Council Christmas Dinner, YMCA Bazaar) 

�x�� Businesses (Adam, Airlie Arms, Alex ander, Clow & Sandilands, 
Commercial, Cruickshank, Delaquaglia, Ferguson, Findlay, 
Gordon, Henry, Howe, Irvine, Loyal, Losset, Lowson, McBain, 
McGillivray, McGlashan, McMurray, Munro, Mustard, PO,     
Robertson, Sinclair, Smith, Symington, Thoms, Tots, Train Station,  
Walker) 

�x�� Views (Airlie Mount, Airlie St, Arches, Balhary Camp, Balhary Hse,  
Balloch Hse, Bamff Hse, Bamff Rd, Bardmony Hse, Bowling Club, 
Burn, Burnside Hse, Commercial St, Den,  Episcopal Church,   
Georgesville, Golf Club, Harvest, High Kirk, Loyal Hse, Market Sq, 
Pack Bridge, Parish Church,  South United Free Church,         
Strathmore Tce, Toutie St, Town Hall, Train Station, War Memorial,  
Woolmarket) 

�x�� Text (publications for Alyth High Parish Church 1934 & 1950,  
Guides to Alyth 1948—1961, Alyth Railway Act 1858, Coronation 
1953, James Sandy, Perthshire Volunteer Training Corps 1916,  
United Free Church North Subscribers 1843, Smith, Bax ter and 
Donaldson Family Trees plus many almanacs (1900s), newspapers 
and 1930s good housekeeping diaries)  

�x�� People (nearly 1,000 photographs of past & present residents) 
�x�� Cemetery (maps, burial records and headstone photographs for 

Alyth’s 3 cemeteries) 
�x�� Par ish Records (on microfilm from 1623—1854) 

 

LET US COPY YOUR PHOTOGRAPHS FOR 
FUTURE GENERATIONS TO ENJOY THEM TOO — Tel: 01828 633045 

 

Alyth Museum :     Open May to September 
 
 
 
Alyth Library:  Monday10-12.30,2-4 
              Tuesday10-12.30,6-8 
              Wednesday/Sunday Closed 
                  Thursday 2-4, 6-8 
                          Friday 2-4 
   Saturday 9.30-12.30 

ADMISSION IS FREE AT ALL LOCATIONS 

DID YOU GO TO ALYTH SCHOOL? 
There are nearly 100 school photographs on 
the church computer and we would like your 

help to identify pupils in class photos,  
particularly 1926, 1930, 1946, 1950, 1955, 

1960, 1961, but many in between up to 1995. 

 

Valentines Menu 
 

Homemade Roasted Red Pepper and Sun Blushed Tomato Soup 
 

A Sharing Pot of Fresh Mussels  
with White Wine, Cream and Garlic 

 

Chefs Chicken Liver Pate with a Port and Redcurrant Jelly 
and Toasted Ciabatta Bread 

 
 

Angus Beef Stroganoff with a Rich Mushroom, Cream & Brandy 
Reduction Served with a Timbale of Rice 

 

Grilled Chicken Breast Wrapped in Parma Ham Topped  
with Mozzarella Cheese set on pool of fresh Tomatoes, Basil and 

Garlic 
 

Oven Baked Spiced Salmon on Chinese Noodles 
with Crisp Stir Fry Vegetables 

 
Chocolate Fondue for Two 

with Fresh Fruits and Home Made Doughnuts for Dipping 
Sticky Toffee Pudding with Butter Scotch Sauce and Ice Cream 

Raspberry, Honey and Drambuie Cheesecake 

£25 per person  
 a Glass of Bubbly on arrival 

Telephone: 01828 632447 

THANKS 
Middleton 

Rhona and Dave Middleton of The Dirliebane would like to thank everyone 
who helped make our recent wedding a great success.  
    With special thanks to Irene Robertson and Gillian Rattray for taking the 
photos, Kyle Macintyre for piping us in and out, and to Tony Stewart for 
playing in the church - perfect. 
    And ex tra special thanks to Helen for letting us use 'the wee Tin Kirk' (it's  
beautiful), to Rev. Ian Knox , and to Jenny & Eck for being such a great help. 

Thank you all - we have great memories of a perfect day. 
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Telephone 01828 633 717 to place your order 

The Alyth Bakehouse offers 100% freshly produced bakery goods made on the premises each day. Choose 
from a large variety of fresh rolls, bread, cakes, fresh cream and savouries. All made freshly on the premises 
each day. We also sell hot tea and coffee, only 90p to take away. Try our delicious range of sandwich fillings. 
Why not try our award-winning sausage rolls? Only 2 for £1.40 in February or 85p each. Valentine cakes and 
treats on sale soon. See instore for our weekly offers. Instore baking...Fresh for you! Open Mon-Sat 6.30am-
3pm. We look forward to serving you soon! 

 

Alyth Road, Rattray 
 

New Year Specials  
 

-20% early bird discount 
daily 5 -6pm  

 

- kids eat free Sun -Fri  
 

Terms and conditions apply.  
Call 01250 875502 or email  
info@theoldcrossinn.co.uk   

for details.  
 

We now also offer quality  
accommodation  

Visit website: 
www.theoldcrossinn.co.uk   

for more information  

LUNANS NEWSAGENTS 
 

8-10 Airlie Street Tel: 01828 632330 
*Opening Times* 

 

Open 5.30am - 5pm Mon - Fri  
 5.30am - 3pm Sat   7am - 12.30pm Sunday 

 

Deliveries locally and Glenisla 
 

NOW DOING: Morning Rolls, Filled Rolls, 
Pies, Sausage Rolls, Pasties, etc 

 

 All year  newspaper  & magazine deliver ies 
 A great selection of cards, wrapping paper  

and gift bags for  every occasion 
 A wide selection of stationery 

 

Now Stocking:  
 

Local Hero by Martin Mackay.  
 A History of Blairgowrie Juniors. 

Sheila Stewart - Pilgrims of the Mist 

Standard Grade/ 
Higher Tutoring 

Maths, Physics, Chemistry  
£10 per hour. 

6th Year A grade student. 
Contact - 01828 633085 

The Burnside Inn 
Mill Street, Alyth, 

 PH11 8BJ 
01828 633356 

 
Our new menu has really taken off 

and proving very popular. 
We are still  doing a 2 course Sunday 

Roast Special £7.95 per head. 
 
 

Burnside Weekends  
 

Thursday Nights :- Winter Pool 
League 
 
Friday Nights :- Disco / Karaoke 
          Starting again very soon 

 
Saturday Nights :- Live Music 
 
Sunday Afternoon / Ev enings :- 

Now Started! 
The Sunday Jam Session 

Proving Very Popular!! 

CANINE CUTS DOG 
GROOMING AND 
MICROCHIPPING  

 
We cater for all shapes, sizes and 
ages at our fully equipped shop. 

 

We offer Clipping/Hand 
Stripping/Grooming/Dematting/

Bathing/etc 
 

Open Mon-Sat,  
Evening appoints available 

 Mon-Wed 
 

Pick up and delivery possible 
Mondays and Wednesdays 

 

3 High Street, Rattray 
TEL : 01250 872040 

http://canine-cuts.webeden.co.uk/ 
 

 

Home of Zorgs 
Rottweilers and  

Skye Terrier 

LOCAL HEROES 
BY MARTIN W. MACKAY 

Recently published “ Local Heroes”  tells the story in words  
and pictures of Blairgowrie Junior Football Club f rom its  
beginning until the present day.  Packed with             
photographs, anecdotes and statistics this is a book which 
many who have ever had any dealings with the club will 
find enjoyable and interesting.  Many of the photographs  
are action shots  of games and feature, amongst others  
local derby matches against Alyth United. 
    Priced at £10 and can be bought  from Lunans        
Newsagents or by contacting Martin himself at                     
martin@blairgowriejfc.co.uk  
 
 

ALYTH LITERARY SOCIETY 
The Annual General Meeting will be held at 7.30pm on 
2nd February, 2010 following which Mrs Margaret Young 
will give an illustrated talk on her visit to St. Kilda. 
    On 16th February, 2010, an illustrated talk on the Battle 
of Dunkeld will be given by Mr Grant Carnegie from    
Ruthven and on 2nd March, Mr Andrew Scott from     
Dundee will talk on James Young Geddes, the first     
president of the Literary Society and a prominent figure in 
the life of Alyth in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 
    All meetings take place in the Ogilvy Rooms,         
Commercial Street and commence at 7.30pm.  Annual  
membership of the Society is £5 and for non-
members there is a charge of £2 per meeting.                  
All welcome. 
 
 

ALYTH GALA  
UPDATE 

The committee would like to say a huge thank you to 
everyone who turned out  on a bitterly cold night in     
December 09 to help our funds by attending our Bingo 
Tea in the Town Hall. Unashamedly I will admit to having 
seen my very first bingo event from end to end.  Everyone 
appeared to have a good night and I hope those of us that  
were serving the teas were not too slow. The overall sum 
gathered for the night was £453.68. Once bills etc were 
paid that allowed £207.41 to be added to the kitty for the 
Gala Day. 
    Our nex t fund raising event will be our coffee morning 
in Air lie Street Halls on Saturday 20th February. We 
raised a considerable sum last year as a result of our 
coffee morning and we hope to do better this year. All of 
the usual stalls will be in place and hopefully we will have 
a large selection of prizes for our raffle. All donations are 
gratefully accepted. 
    We start preparing now for our Gala Parade. There are 
57 different  organisations in our town and every one of  
them is invited to participate in the parade. I will         
endeavour to send out invitations to all of these groups in 
the nex t month but if yours does not arrive then please let  
me know you will be attending. You are welcome       
regardless of formal invitation. 
    In last years parade we had a participant who had a 
cycle that was 60 years old (the cycle that is). We were 
wondering how many more cycles of what can be      
described as ‘vintage age’ are sitting around the sheds 
and garages of Alyth. If you have one of said vintage 
cycles and would like to attend the parade and show it off  
then please get in touch with us. (01828 633884) 

 Stuar t Clark, Committee Chairman 
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A wide range of Sisal, Seagrass 
and Coir in Broadloom & Runners.  

Prices starting from £11.95/m² 

N 
E 
W 

The Mill Shop 
Belmont Street  

Newtyle  
 Wool Carpet Specialists 
 Large range of carpet and vinyl  
Professional fitting. Affordable  

 
 
 
 

OPEN HOURS  
Monday - Thursday 8.30am - 5pm 

Friday 8.30am - 4pm 
Saturday 10am - 4pm 

01828 650 541 
www.millshop -newtyle.co.uk  

Carpet Care Carpet Care Carpet Care  

Carpet, Upholstery and Leather  
Cleaned and Protected 

Neil Stewart 
Call for a Free Quote: 

01828 632771 or 01250 875216    

 

MURDO FRASER MSP  
MID SCOTLAND & FIFE  

 For help and advice ~ Look for details of regular surgeries in the local press.  
To arrange a meeting you can contact Murdo on 01738 553990  or write to him at  

The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP; or e-mail him at murdo.fraser.msp@scottish.parliament.uk 

Tayside Rabbit Control  
 
Free Rabbit Control with ferrets 
 
*Effec tive rabbit control 
*Environment friendl y 
*Total respect for land  
    and property assured 
Contac t 
taysiderabbiter@googlemail .com  
Phone: 07922 060218 

WEE 
MACHINES  

(ALYTH)  
 

MOBILE SERVICING & REPAIRS TO:  
 

LAWNMOWERS 
RIDE-ON MOWERS 

STRIMMERS 
CHAINSAWS 

AND MOST SMALL ENGINED 
GARDEN MACHINERY 

ATV’S, QUADS, & BUGGIES 
 

REASONABLE RATES 
 

Mob:  07783 626321  
Email: 

jimsweemachines@btinternet.com  

 

Complementary Therapist 
Sally Robertson  

 

‘relax & be pampered’  
Reflexology/Aromatherapy/Swedish Massage 

 

Tel: 01828 640201  

The DirlieBane 
Opening Times: 

 Mon-Fri 09.15-4.00pm 
Sat 10.00 - 5pm 

Sun Closed 
  

Light lunches, home baking, 
soup, stovies, and more. 

Come in and have a cuppy and a 
blether at  

 

'the cafe in the square' 
 

Sit in or take away 
There's always a warm welcome at 

 

The DirlieBane 
Telephone 01828 633644 

To place an order 

I&D Insurance  
Services 

 

We have secured special rates for 
All PH, DD and KY postcodes 

 

Extremely  competitive premiums for both 
Household and Private Car 

 

Quotes provided without obligation. 
Going on holiday?  

Let us arrange your travel insurance. 
Your local broker serving your local community 

16 Airlie Street 
Aly th 

01828 633000 
Email: IandDinsurance@aol.com 

 
 

Stressed out? No energy?  

Try Tai Chi 
Slow, gentle exercise suitable for 

all ages. 
 

Classes held in the Ogilvy Rooms, Alyth 
 

Fridays 2:30 - 4:00 pm 
£5 per session 

 

Beginners Welcome 
Contact Lilla on 01250 873007 

DRUMDERG WIND FARM PANEL 
- COMMUNITY VACANCY -  

The Drumderg Wind Farm Panel consists of twelve 
individuals, six from the Mount Blair community and six 
from Alyth. The Alyth contingent is made up of three 
Community Councillors and three members of the 
Alyth public. 
    Drumderg applications are handled by the Scottish 
Communities Foundation who make recommendations 
to the panel on the applications made. The panel, who 
meet four times per year, make decisions on the appli-
cations made and the amounts of grant that will be 
awarded. 
    We are actively looking for one member of the public 
in Alyth to replace an existing panel member from 
Alyth. If you are interested in becoming part of this 
group, or want more information on the functions of the 
panel then please contact us at our community email 
address, alythcommunitycouncil@pkc.gov.uk 
    We are advertising this vacancy early to ensure that 
any interested member of the public has the          
opportunity to carry out a shadowing role for at least 
two meetings before becoming a full panel member. 

Stuart Clark, Drumderg Wind Farm Panellist  
 
 

ALYTH LADIES 
KNITTING FOR CHARITY 

Yes! Another year when my cupboards are filling up! It 
never ceases to amaze me that there are so many 
quiet workers beavering away with flying needles! 
    I hope the younger generation will learn the skills of 
these very talented Ladies! Thank you so much. 
    I have more wool again, so if anyone wishes to  
contact me, direct, or through either  Muriel in Hobbies, 
or Meg at Megs mini market/pet shop, I will be       
delighted! I hope you are all warm and recovering from 
that cold spell! Take care, and lets keep knitting! 

Yours Susan Dawson  
(01828 633239) or e-mail susanshell@btinternet.com 

 
 

ALYTH & DISTRICT PIPE BAND 
Our AGM meeting; 16 March 2010 at Alyth Guide Hut, 
7pm.  There will be no band practice on that date but 
all are welcome to attend the AGM. 
    As always we are looking for new members to join 
the Band, it takes a lot of commitment and practise 
before new players are at the Competition level of 
playing and to compete we need the band to grow so 
please come along to our practices if you are         
interested. 
    Alyth & District Pipe Band was founded in February 
2006 and have come a long way in such a short 
time.  Our survival has been due to the support of local 
people, businesses and of course Lottery, Gannochy 
and Drumderg grants.  We are committed to          
continually fundraise to ensure that the Band continues 
to move forward and represent Alyth & District at local 
and National events. 
    Please keep in touch with our band news by visiting 
our website www.alythpipeband.org.uk 
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�y�� 4WD Specialist 
�y�� Cars & Light Goods Vehicles 
�y�� Servicing and Repairs 
�y�� Bike & Car MOT Testing 
�y�� Tyres & Exhausts 
�y�� Bike & Car Oils 

www.goodgaragescheme.com  

Courtesy Car Av ailable  

CHRISTINES BEAUTY 
TREATMENTS 

 
Enjoy a professional treatment in 
warm relaxing surroundings with a 
personal touch day/evening 
appointments to suit 6 days  week. 
 

Nouveau lash extensions & blink & go. 
Full range of waxing 
NSI Acrylic/Gel Nail Extensions 
Fabulous Facials 
Eye treatments incl Tinting & Perming 
Heavenly Bodies Spray Tanning 
Make-Up 
Manicure 
Pedicures 
Packages Available 
Gift Vouchers 
 

Call anytime for more information or call in. 
 

Tel:- 01828 640662 
Mobile:- 07902009177 
 

Christine Churches  
“The Pines”,  
Meigle  Blairgowrie, PH12 8RN 

SOLUTIONS  
WEBSITE IS NOW  
UP AND RUNNING. 

LOG ON TO  
 

www.alythsolutions.co.uk  
 

for your business  
or personal 
solutions 

 

Tele: 01828 633065 

 
Jonathan Treffry  

Installations  
 
 

...Bespoke and conv ent ional Kit chens, Bat h and  
Show er Rooms, Replacement  Timber W indows,  
Int ernal and Ext ernal Doors, Fit t ed W ardrobes  
and Bookcases, Timbe r De cking, Property  
Renov at ion...  
 

Prompt reliable serv ice with  

Free Quotations  
01828 632608  
Web:  www.jtreffry.com  

 
 

Mobile: 07740 291538  
 
      49 Airl ie St reet ,  
 
      Aly t h, PH11 8AJ  

ROBERTSON’S DAIRY  
BALKEERIE  

BY GLAMIS FORFAR  
Tel/fax 01307 840431 

Suppliers of mil k, cheese, butter, cream, 
eggs, yoghurts, rolls, & many other dairy 

produc ts to Pri vate Houses, H otels,   
Restaurant,  schools, Nursing Homes, etc . in 
Alyth, Blairgowrie, Coupar Angus , Burrelton, 

Woodside, Meigle, Newtyle and  
Auchterhouse 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Open 7 nights a week from 5pm serving freshly 
made pizzas and pastas 

Also available: chicken and fish dishes • 
 veggie options • gluten free pizzas and pastas 

 

All dishes available to take away! 
We also do Kiddies ‘Make Your Own Pizza’  

Birthday Parties at weekends & school holidays 
 

2 Courses plus 1 drink = £11 Sunday to Thurs 
To make a booking, or order a t akeaway, 

call  Helen  on  07871221599  

CAMPBELL GERRARD 
FENCING CONTRACTOR 

 

TEL: 01575 574284 
MOBILE : 07977 316035 

 

******  

All types of agricultural and garden 
fencing & gates supplied and erected. 

 
******  

Patios, Decking, Gravel Work,           
Drystone Dykes and Landscaping  

 

******  
 

FREE ESTIMATES 

SLIP SLIDIN’ AWAY 
 

Making slides is something that otters like to do: ice or 
snow slides in the winter and mud in the summer,  but the 
length of the slide on the ice capped burn came as a 
surprise, it seemed so long. Like ot ters, beavers like to 
slide, but their mud-slides are usually steep and short  
affairs compared with the otter’s. The way in which    
animals show a capacity for enjoyment brings them closer 
to us, or us closer to them. We are not a separate entity, 
split from the rest of the animal kingdom by a great gulf. It  
is all a matter of degree. 
    This was one animal sign, a phenomenon of the f rozen 
landscape, but there were many others, as we noticed 
while walking through a plantation one afternoon;  you 
would have thought that  all the roe deer in Perthshire had 
been walking along the path they had taken. In another 
snowy place the ground was covered with stripped larch 
cones and their scales, where squirrels had been hunting 
for food. 
    The conservation organisations have made it clear in 
the press that this is a hard winter for wildlife and I can 
only echo that observation. A few weeks ago I was    
surprised to see a peewit flying around here at a time 
when I should have ex pected to see it down in Strathmore 
or by the shores of the Tay. For the moment, though, the 
deep freeze has gone and we are left with freeze-thaw – a 
menace for limbs and demanding ex treme wariness. 
    The good thing about the freeze thaw regime is that 
there has been no sudden and complete thaw and thus  
much less flooding than might have been ex pected. I  
thought this as I drove down to Ardler to collect some 
brock tatties for my wild boar. After taking the turn for 
Aberbothrie at New Alyth I wondered if I had missed a 
notice warning of closed roads ahead. I drove on and, 
although there were flooded fields nearby, the road was 
not closed and I made it to East Ardler. 
    When the cold came in mid-December it had an     
immediate effect on the beavers. They stopped work and 
stayed in their lodges. I think they stopped coming out 
about the 20th December and did not emerge until the 12th 
January. For all this time they survived on the stores of fat  
they had laid down in their bodies during the summer. 
This state of dormancy is distinct from hibernation, for 
once the temperatures rise the animals venture out  again.  
Such has been the case here since the onset of the thaw. 
Out they go every night and take up their usual tasks: 
feeding and spending time on repairing and reinforcing 
dams that are under pressure f rom the heightened flow of  
the melt water. Then, at dawn they return home to rest. 
    I visited a zoo in Finland some years ago, where they 
had underground galleries with glass fronted burrows so 
that you could see nocturnal animals during the day. The 
beavers slept entwined in each other’s limbs in a rapture 
of cosiness. Occasionally a paw would twitch gently as 
though the dreaming beaver was engaged in one of its  
daily activities. It was easy to imagine such a scene in the 
lodges here at Bamff. 

Paul Ramsay 
 
 

MEIGLE AND DISTRICT 
HISTORY SOCIETY 

Our February topic is  'Bridging Perthshire's Past:       
conserving and promoting the 18th C military system of  
communication' and our speaker is Lindsay Farquharson 
of Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust.   
    The meeting will be held in the Kinloch Arms Hotel, 
Meigle on Wednesday 24 February at 7.30 pm.   
    Membership of MDHS costs £5 p a  (visitors £2 per 
meeting) and our programme for 2010 comprises 6    
meetings and 2 ex cursions.   
    More information from Jim at 01828 640764 or e-mail  
history@meigle.org.uk 
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Provides Childcare before & after school 
Open hours Monday – Friday 
8am to 9am & 3.15pm to 6pm 

contact 07718 573 511 (24 hour answering service) 

JIM MORRICE  
 

Saxophone, Flute and 
Clarinet Tuition 

 

Tel:01828 633 137 
 
 

Beginners Welcome! 

 JOHN SWINNEY  
Your local Member of the Scottish Parliament for North Tayside is here to help you. 

You can contact John at 35 Perth Street, Blairgowrie, PH10 6DL  
Tel. 01250 876576  Fax. 01250 876991  

email john.swinney.msp@scottish.parliament.uk 

MUIR  
DRIVING SCHOOL  

Dave Muir 
DSA Approved Driving Instructor 

Pass Plus Registered  
 

Tel: 01250 870725  Mob: 07732 531767  

 

Gift Vouchers Available 

 

MADELEINE McINTOSH 
 

FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER 
 

FOR ALL YOUR FOOTCARE  
REQUIREMENTS  

 

TEL: 01250 872005 
Mob: 07904 382 840 

DO YOU NEED  
JOINERY WORK? 

 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
FREE ESTIMATE 

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
TEL ALLY 

MOB  07523002756 
HOME 01828 632581 

ZAP TOOLS 
TOOL HIRE 

89 Airlie Street, Alyth 
 

All kinds of gardening, building, decorating 
& cleaning equipment 

Also: pressure Cleaning, Stump Grinding, 
Garden Maintenance etc. 
FOR HIRE & SALE  

Tel: 01828 634174  Mob: 07895 053838  

ROGER 
DECORATORS 

Est - 1984 
PROMPT FIRST CLASS W ORK 
From QUALIFIED TRADESMEN  

Tel: 01828 632879 Mob - 07870586287 
 

SIMPLY THE BEST  

RENDEZVOUS 
**HAIRDRESSER** 

 

59 Airlie Street, Alyth.  
Tel: 632097 

 

Open Tues - Sat 
 

Gift Vouchers Available 

David Scott Ltd  
FUNERAL DIRECTORS  
& MONUMENT AGENTS  

 

Also Gol den Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans  
 

7 Toutie Street Alyth 
Call f or appointment 

 

Our staff are happy to assist with all enquiries 
A 24 hour service is maintained on 

01828 633 433 

Bamff Wild Boar 
Forest-Reared & Free Range 

 

To buy wild boar meat contact Connie: 
 

01828 632056 
conniewgoodwin@yahoo.com 

 

Please call, email or see website for  
prices and further information 

www.bamff.co.uk 

www.alythscouts.co.uk 
 

SCOUT REPORT 
 

We have an invaluable resource in the Scout Troop in the 
form of a group of Ex plorer Scouts who attend meetings 
and assist with the running of the programme. These 
Young Leaders, aged between 14 – 18, undertake tasks 
with adult supervision to provide instruction and run 
games and activities. This allows us to break into much 
smaller groups where everyone takes part. Recently we 
were brushing up on our mapwork skills and the Young 
Leaders were going over map symbols with the younger 
Scouts. Now some them are a wee bit t ricky, which led to 
the following conversation 
YL “ Whazza wi’ the funny writing?” 
RK “ That’s a site of antiquary” 
YL “ Whazza. Like if you were to look in a mirror, would 
that be a site of antiquary?” 
RK “ Similar but then it would be SIGHT not SITE!” 
This Young Leader will shortly be going on a journey – 6 
foot – one way ticket. You can recognise him – he’s the 
one with the limp. Despite these amusing lapses, they 
found time to build a bonfire and set up a barbeque for the 
Scouts. I found it particularly rewarding when they came 
away with the comment “ Didnae think it wis such hard 
work”  Welcome to the real world guys, stick in your doing 
a grand job. The bonfire was our last meeting of 2009 and 
was well attended by the Scouts and Ex plorers Scouts 
(see page 26). Some of the guys brought a friend and    
no-one was terribly sure just how many we had – it was 
kinda floating population. They all did a stalwart job in 
tackling the soup, burgers,  crisps and it  was considerably 
easier to take what was left back to the Scout Hut on 
completion. The majority were well wrapped up for the 
occasion, but it is amazing how many came out wearing 
clothes that would have been more suitable the Maldives 
not Millhaugh!   
    The Cubs and Beavers were not to be outdone by their 
older brothers. Behind all the decorations there may have 
been a wall somewhere, but they were adequately     
concealed by snowmen, paper chains and glittering    
garlands. Despite these obstacles in his path, our special 
visitor managed to thread his way through the maze to 
deliver his parcels. Maybe we should ask him to help with 
the map reading! 
    The weather took its toll on the attendance at the Book  
Fest which was understandable, but despite the efforts  of  
Jack Frost we still managed to raise a very respectable 
£220. My thanks to all who braved the icy blast (of the 
Scout Hut) and supported us.                  Ron Kirkpatr ick 
NEXT EVENT — Bingo Tea, Alyth Town Hall,18th February 

Gavin Tripney  
Joinery Services 

All types of joinery work considered 
25 Parkside Road 
Alyth 
Ph11 8BX 
Tel      01828 632754 
Mobile 07849616860 
tripneys@hotmail.com 
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Your Letters  Don’t have access to email? 
It’s free in the Airlie Street Library 

THANKS 
Aly th Musical Society 

On behalf of Alyth Musical Society, I would like to 
thank all the residences of Alyth who supported us 
when we were carol singing in the run up to    
Christmas. All donations were greatly received. A 
special thank you also goes to the Lands of Loyal 
Hotel for their donation and kind hospitality. 

C. Mallinson, AMS President 
 

Email: dennistosney@sbcglobal.net    
USA 

Dear Alyth Voice, 
    My name is Dennis Tosney I was born in Dundee 
and moved to America in 1959. For many years in 
my youth I would spend weeks in Alyth picking 
berries at Robinsons farm. In 1970 I returned to 
Alyth to see the farm. At that time a lot of changes 
had been made I  would like to know if they still pick 
berries in Alyth and what month do they pick. I  
would love to come back this year and spend a few  
weeks. I still remember the trout swimming in the 
burn where the bus would stop. If you can help in 
any way I would be very thankful.  

Dennis Tosney 
P.S. Happy Holidays to All in Alyth 
 

Top o’ Toon 
How good (or bad) is this? 
    Some of us were feeling a bit pleased wi’      
ourselves aboot working oot the P & K bin collection 
calendar – disnae need tae be much o’ a        rocket
-scientist – but there were blue bins all around 
Alyth, all awaiting emptying the nex t day. 
    A phone call tae P&K – blame the snow! Sae 
much fur wir fervent recycling, although some o’ wis 
dinnae fancy the clean paper being put in wi’ the 
food tins! 
    And anither thing – Christmas cards! “ Tesco”  no 
longer accepts them for the Woodland Trust, but  
after anither ‘phone call to that charity in           
Lincolnshine, M&S, WH Smith, & TK Maxx  do. 
    Am I jist being picky as an old frustrated         eco
-warrier?  Josi 

 
MANY THANKS 

Johnstone 
I was thrilled to win the f ree raffle f rom Buy Design.  
What an ex ceptional hamper! It was pure delight to 
open all the contents. They were ex cellent,       
beautiful, magnificent… Thank you very, very much 
Buy Design.  

Pat Johnstone 
 

LENNOX 
I would like to thank all of you who donated money 
to the MS Society at the funeral of my Dear wife, 
Jane.  You should be aware that she held this  
charity in high esteem and she would have been 
delighted, I'm sure, with the £480 you all raised.  I  
also received a cheque for £100 from my           
colleagues in London which I have forwarded to the 
charity.  I had intended to make a contribution  
myself, but following recent events in Haiti I have, 
instead, donated a sum to the DEC fundraising 
effort. I'm confident that Jane would have approved. 
    From me I would like to thank you all for the 
support and kind words I have received over a 
particularly difficult period. 

Kind Regards, Ian Lennox 

Email: marie785@btinternet.com 
1 January 2010 

Dear Alyth Voice, 
Memor ies of Alyth 

I am a 96-year-old ex  pupil of Alyth Public School in 
the years 1923-1930. I moved to Bank Street in 
Alyth from Greenock when I was six  with my mother 
and brothers and sisters – my father had just died. 
Mr Ritchie-Smith was Town Clerk, and in that time, 
the Queen Mother, who was then Lady Elizabeth 
Bowes-Lyon, opened the Den of Alyth, as her first 
public engagement, at the age of 17,   because of  
the illness of her mother. Mr D B Lawson was  
headmaster of Alyth Public School (I have seen the 
picture of him on your website) , Miss Steven the 
French teacher, Miss MacLeod taught maths; John 
Reid was head of Supplementary Division, Miss 
Sinclair the Junior Department,  Miss Blythe Junior 
Department teacher with Miss Meldrum; Infant   
Department Miss Geddes and Miss Sparkes. Mr 
Meikle was the Minister of the Parish Church – he 
was a learned person, interested in the history of 
the town. There was a Catholic chapel beside the 
tennis court, and the Episcopal and United Free 
Church were in Airlie Street. The school was good 
but small, and there was no bullying ever known. 
The country children had a soup kitchen, where they 
got soup and bread for twopence. The YMCA was a 
popular hall for various events, and the Library was 
beside it. The Literary Association met in the YMCA 
hall. 
    This is all I can think of at the moment, but please 
let me know if you have specific questions I might 
be able to help with. 

(Mrs) Mary Sigwar t, known as Mollie,  
formerly Mollie Mackay.  

My brothers were Robert, Andrew, James and 
David, and my sister, Marion. 

 
KNOWLES 

Suddenly at his home in Swindon on 3rd January, 
Dennis William age 59 beloved son of Helen and 
the late Dinger.  A great brother and loving husband 
& father & grandfather. Sorely, Sorely Missed 
 

ALYTH 
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 

Now that Christmas 2009 has come and gone, I  
would like to thank all who made the Christmas 
Lights a success. The new lights on the burn have 
been very well received and I hope to have the rest 
of the "Burn project" completed for Christmas 2010.  
We will be looking for new ideas and your input will 
be welcomed (within budget restraints!!) We have 
some Garland surplus to requirements so if any one 
can use it please contact me on 01828 632605.    

Ricky Don 
Lights Chairman 

 

COLVILLE 
The Colville Family wish to thank everyone who 
sent cards and flowers, and attended Tom’s funeral. 
Thank you all. Your Support was much appreciated. 
 

 

BRADLEY 
I would like to thank all who sent cards, flowers and 
best wishes during my stay in hospital. They were 
much appreciated,  and pleased to say I’m now pain 
free and stickless. Rene 

102 Prestonfield, Milngavie,  
Glasgow, G62 7PZ 

Email: ericg.anderson@ntlworld.com 
13 January 2010 

Dear Alyth Voice 
    I am putting together a small project on my life 
story illustrated with old postcards of Alyth, which I  
hope to ex hibit in due course. The older the cards 
the better, although more modern ones (post  
WW2) would also be of interest. I  am particularly 
looking for cards of Alyth School, the Barony  
Church, the Factory, the Smiddy, Diamond Jubilee 
Park, the Golf Course and Alyth and Alyth Junction 
Stations.  
    At present my collection goes back to Edwardian 
cards, but one or two could well be Victorian. The 
older the better! If anyone has any in good      
condition (they need not have been used) which 
they would be prepared to part with. I would be 
prepared to pay a small sum and postage. Please 
look out these old cards! Thank you. 

Er ic Anderson 
 

ALYTH 
YOUTH PARTNERSHIP 

Dear Sir/Madam, 
Youth Employment Scheme (YES) 

My name is Lewis Dobie and I am contacting you 
on behalf of the Alyth Youth Partnership regarding 
an opportunity for your business to advertise job 
vacancies, apprentices or volunteers for young 
people aged 16-25 years in the local area. 
    The YES is free to use and would enable your 
business to utilize local young people and further 
enhance the local economy.  A further benefit  to 
your business is that the reputation of the business 
would be enhanced within the community and 
especially young people.  
    We have a YES board within the Hub, 43 Air lie 
Street, Alyth, PH11 8AJ and an LCD screen in the 
front window where we shall advertise the vacant 
positions by all local business.  The positions 
would be updated on a weekly basis by the Alyth 
Youth Forum. 
    If you are interested in using this service then 
please contact myself, Lewis Dobie via letter 
through the Hub door (address above), email to 
lewis_scotland@hotmail.com or contact Paul 
MacFarlane, Youth Work Manager,  AYP on 
07921710097 or macfarlanep@msn.com  
    Thank you for your time. 

Lewis Dobie 
Alyth Young Citizen of the Year 

 
THANK YOU 
Voiceteers 

Thank you to all the Voiceteers who gallantly 
braved the Arctic conditions to deliver January 
Voice. And thanks to all the extra people who 
volunteered to help. It’s all very much appreciated. 

Paul & Barbara Prettyman 
 

JANUARY 2010 APOLOGY 
The name Ruth Young should have read Ruth Jolly 
on page 3. 
The telephone number for Free Home Fire Safety  
Visits should have read 0300 123 9998 on page 6. 

THANK YOU  
£101.91 

was r aised from the 
Voice collection 

boxes . Very much  
appreci ated 
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WANTED 
TO LET IN ALYTH  

 

Anything considered 
with 1 or 2 bedrooms 
Tel: 01828 633308 

ALYTH PARISH CHURCH 
COUNTRY DANCING 

February  2010 
4, 11, 18*, 25 - Airlie Street Hall 

* music b y Jim & Muriel Boal 
Beginners are always welcome and you don't need 

a partner. Sessions last 7.30 - 9.30 pm. Further 
information from Anne Archbold 01828 632 971 or 

Moira Robertson-Lang 01828 632 770 

Public Notices  ROYAL VISIT PHOTOS  
capturing the Prince Charles & Camilla  

(Duke & Duchess of Rothesay) unveiling the Alfred 
Anderson Memorial Cairn and the Town Hall reception 
afterwards on 1st October 2006, are compiled in to an 

album and can be viewed in ALYTH LIBRARY  

 

Alyth 
Parish 
Church  

Sunday Service 11am  
(1st Sunday of each month 6pm Evening 

Service except June, July, August) 
Crèche available at Morning Services 

Prayer Meeting Thursdays 10am 
Sunday School 11am 

~~~  

CANDLEMAS EVENING SERVICE 
On 7 February at 6pm we will be holding our first 
evening service of 2010.  This will be a special 
service celebrating Candlemas.  Candlemas is a 
winter festival of birth and light.  It is also a story 
of living and ageing and learning.  So, as the 
darkness of winter begins to give way just a little 
bit to the light of spring, we take time to reflect on 
what we have lost in 2009,  and look forward with 
hope to the blessings God has in store for us in 
2010.  This is a service especially for anyone who 
has suffered loss, whether that  is of a loved one,  
or a home, or a job or a cherished dream.  You 
do not need to know anything about what     
happens at the evening services in order to come 
to the service.  Please just come and share in our 
time of quiet contemplation – and then join us 
afterwards for a cup of tea and a chat. 

~~~ 

GUILD  
The Guild meets on Thursday afternoon, 4th 
February at 2pm in the Airlie Street Hall when we 
shall be discussing our theme "What does the 
Lord require of you?" 

~~~ 

FAM ILY HISTORY PROJECT  
See page 9 for details 

 

www.alythparishchurch.org.uk  

ALYTH SENIOR CITIZENS’  

LUNCH and SOCIALISING CLUB  
(Perth & Kinross Healthy Communities Project) 

NEXT LUNCH DATES  

8 & 22 February  
15 and 29 March  

at 12.30 in Airlie Street Hall, £2pp  
Tel. Jackie Doe 01738 473 146  

EXERCISE GROUPS 
1 & 15 February  

1, 8 and 22 March  
£2.00 per session 

AIRLIE STREET HALL 
Active Sessions 10am, Gentle Sessions 11am 

ALYTH PLAYGROUP  
for Children from 2 years old 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 
9:15 - 11:15 

Alyth Community Wing 
Qualified Playstart Staff 

 Some places are still available and we can take  
applications for children turning 2 within the  

next school session. 
Contact Amy Skea 01828 633821  

ST NINIAN’S  
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
The church will be OPEN 

for private devotion every Sunday  
1st Nov. 2009 - 28th March 2010 

12.30pm to 4.30pm 
Also Thursdays 11am - 12noon 

Disabled Access by St Ninian’s Rd gate. 

 
ST NINIAN’S  

EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 

 
SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

7th February 2010 
Second Sunday before Lent 

(Sex agesima) 
11 am Book of Common Prayer Communion 

 

14th February 2010 
The Sunday nex t before Lent 

(Quinquagesima) 
11 am Sung Eucharist 

 

21st February 2010 
The First Sunday of Lent  
11 am Sung Eucharist                             

 

28th February 2010 
The Second Sunday of Lent 

11 am Sung Eucharist 
 

Every Thursday      11 am Morning Prayer 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME 
Rector: The Very Revd Kenny Rathband 

Tel: 01250 874583 
Email: abcsaints@btinternet.com 

Diocesan Website: www.standrews.anglican.org 

 

SOFT TENNIS 
Soft Tennis is played all year round in the 
Airlie St Hall on Thursdays, 2.30pm to 4.opm. 
Mostly for fun. If you want to try your hand 
come & join us. Equipment available. Wear 
soft shoes. £1 per session. 

ACAT OPENING HOURS 
Please note ACAT opening hours at 

The Hub in Airlie Street have changed for  
Autumn/Winter. 

ONLY OPEN Saturday & Wednesday 10 - 12 

Coffee Morning in aid of  
Maggie’s Centre to be held in  

Air lie Street Hall on  
Saturday 6 th  February 2010  

10am – 11.30am 
Contact Margaret on 01828 633940 

Saturday 6th March 2010 
A Ball for our Hall 

A Black Tie Charity Auction and Gala Dinner 
In aid of Eassie, Nevay & Kirkinch Community Hall 

A welcoming champagne reception followed  
by a three course dinner with wine. 

There will be a live Grand Auction and dancing in the 
grand hall. See page 19 for details. 

 

WANTED 
Paper Boys, Girls required for 

Alyth and New  Alyth paper rounds 
must be at least 13 years of age,  
phone Anne on 01828 632321 

A 
R 
T 
S 

ALYTH ARTS GROUP  

School Community Wing  
Tuesdays, from 10-12,  

term time only 
2, 9, 16, 23 February  
2, 9, 16, 23, 30 March  

All w elcome 

 

ALYTH BEAVER 
SCOUTS 
Ages 6 - 8  
Thursdays 6.45pm - 
7.45pm at the Scout Hut 
For more details phone or 
tex t Heather Jackson on 
07763 373 108 

 

 

ALYTH CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 
 200 CLUB 

January 2010 Draw 
1st  - £50 - no.018 Mrs A. Smith  
2nd - £30 - no.175 Mr K. Parnham 
3rd  - £20 - no.081 Dr T.J. Thomson 

Thanks to Colin at The Alyth Bakehouse  
for making the draw. 

 WANTED 
Small placid dog  

for Alyth Musical Society's 
production of 

'ANYTHING GOES' 
Telephone 01828 633327 

or e-mail whiteborros@aol.com 
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WRVS   
Books on Wheels 

Can’t get to the library?  
We deliver books to your door... 

Books – in normal or large print / Audio 
Books – cassette player req. / Music CDs 

and Videos  
Telephone 01250 872905 for details 

 Joinery work which includes 
laminate and hardwood 

flooring, windows, doors and 
extensions and also garden 

decking, no job too big or 
small, also property 

maintenance. 
 Single ply flat roofing. 

 

Contact Kev in on:   
Tele: 01828 632813 Mob: 07736030474  

Email: kevineasson@hotmail.com  

GEO’s BAR GEO’s BAR GEO’s BAR    
& & &    

THISTLE LOUNGETHISTLE LOUNGETHISTLE LOUNGE    
AIRLIE STREET, ALYTH  

   Tel : 632276     Fax: 633939 
Email: thisletopia@aol.com 

Lounge available for 
meetings 

FOOTBALL ‘ LIVE’  
on Digital & Five 

Airlie Computers  
Simon Bogle  

 

FULL RANGE OF COMPUTER SERVICES FOR 
HOME & SMALL BUSINESS USERS  

 

We have moved. Note  new  phone number  

 Tel: 01575 560466   Mob: 07732 524139  

www.airliecomputers.co.uk  

9.00am to 9.00pm. Monday  to Saturday 

                    GEORGE W. RENNIE 
                      2 St. Malcolm’s  Wynd  

                    Kirriemuir 
 

          Tel: 01575 573292 
          Mobile: 07711 818238 

 

Repairs Spares & Servicing Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Tumble dryers & Vacuums. 

Cycle Repairs & Spares by  Post 
mary .rennie@tiscali.co.uk  

OLD CINE FILM REELS & SLIDES TO DVD: - 
 

 EXCELLENT RESULTS  
REASONABLE COST AND NO V.A.T!  

DO BEFORE THEY FADE AWAY!  
013397 41214 BOB THOMSON (EST. 1969)  

SCOTLAND  

 

Helen Hally CA 
South Street, Burrelton 
Tel: 01828 670294 
 
For all your business 
needs including 
accounts, taxation, 
payroll, VAT 

REIKI for HORSES  
 

Renew al, transition, contact, 
interaction, communication, 

rapport, rhythm, emotions, mind, 
revitalise, calm, connect. 

 
 

nat1960@btinternet.com  
01828 632360 

PAUL’S SPAR STORE 
CONVENIENCE & OFF LICENCE  

 

10 Commercial Street Alyth 
 

NEW LOTTERY TERMINAL NOW INSTORE  
 

NEWSPAPERS * GROCERIES* CARDS * BEERS 
WINES & SPIRTS *MOBILE TOP UPS*GAS/
ELECTRIC/ TV LICENCE /ETC PAYMENT 

FACILITY AVAILABLE  
 

CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS WELCOME WITH 
CASHBACK ALSO AVAILABLE  

 

Opening times 
Mon-sat 6.00am-10.00pm, 

 Sun 7.00am-10.00pm 
Tele 01828-632321 

 

Experienced Learning Support 
teacher offers tutorials in 

Basic Reading Skills 
 and Maths.  

All ages. 
 Reasonable rates. 

  Contact 01828 632376 

Experienced Teacher offers 
tutorials in German, Spanish, 

French and English for  
Non-native Speakers. 
 All levels and ages. 
Reasonable rates. 

 Contact 01828 632376 

 

ST.  VALENTINE’S 
DAY 

 WINDOW  
COMPETITION 

 
Alyth & District Business Association is once more 
sponsoring the St. Valentines Day Window Dressing 
Competition. It is hoped that all businesses in the 
town will enter. 
    The displays over the previous ten years have 
been a wonder for all to view and I am sure this year 
will also be the same. 
    “St. Valentine is the patron saint of love”  and the 
way that the window displays in past years have 
expressed this has been staggering, with teddy 
bears holding hands, lovers on swings, lovers in 
cars, couples holding hands, hearts, roses, cupid 
with his bow and arrow, etc. 
    What will appear this year? We will all just have to 
wait and see!    
    Audrey Young and Ruth Jolly, Alyth’s joint Citizen 
of the Year 2009 and two young people             
representing the Hub, Alyth’s Young Citizen of the 
Year 2009 have been asked to judge the           
competition on either Saturday 13th of February or 
Sunday 14th February. 
    The St. Valentine’s Window Competition Shield 
will be presented to the winner along with framed 
certificates for 1st, 2nd and 3rd places. 

Michael Kay, Chairman ADBA 
 
 

EASTERN PERTHSHIRE TEXT PROJECT 
Is a new local texting service offering information 
about activities across Eastern Perthshire. 
    It is a different way of sending information out to 
the local community. 
    It will enable community groups to send a text 
message about the activities taking place within the 
communities of Eastern Perthshire.  
    You will be able to receive messages about 
Youth, Family and Adult learning opportunities, as 
well as community events. 
    The service is free, safe and confidential and the 
system only stores mobile numbers. 
    We only ask people to let us know their mobile 
phone number and the area they would like to    
receive information about. 
    We will send out information about a community 
event to everyone stored on the database. 
    Our database of mobile numbers will only be 
used by Perth and Kinross Community Planning 
Partners and they will never be shared or passed 
on. 
    For more information contact Gregor at      
Rowanbank Community Learning Centre on 01250 
874234 or via e-mail to comlearn@blair-pkc.org.uk 

THANK YOU  
£262.50 

 
was raised through the sale of Alyth Voice  

calendars and has been donated to  
Marie Curie Cancer Care 
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In the past month there have been several thefts of 
diesel and heating oil from farms and rural         
properties in the Alyth and Blairgowrie areas. There 
is nothing like good neighbours to make your home 
and property more secure. Not through nosiness, 
rather a common concern for others. Community 
spirit can go a long way towards making an area 
more pleasant and safer to live in. You don’t need to 
live on each other’s doorsteps but being a good 
neighbour and reporting anything, or anyone, no 
matter the time of day or night, and contacting the 
police immediately, will help make your community a 
better and safer place to live. 
    Sadly, this is my last input to the Alyth Voice as 
Alyth Community Crime Officer. I am going on a 
secondment to the Road Policing Unit based in 
Perth and will not be returning to this position. I am, 
however passing the mantle onto Constable Carol 
Cameron who has recently joined the Blairgowrie 
section from Perth. I have thoroughly enjoyed my 
time as Community Officer for Alyth and miss the 
friendly community atmosphere I have encountered 
while carrying out my duties. I wish you all the best 
for the future. 
 

Anyone who wishes to contact Police should call  
 

Tayside Police on 0300 111 2222  
 

or anonymously to the charity  
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 

 
Only in emergency contact 999 

© F. Rodger 

\ EAST 
PERTHSHIRE 

NEIGHBOURHOOD  
WATCH 

ASSOCIATION  
 

NEXT PUBLIC MEETING  
 

Thursday 4th February  
7pm 

Session House 
Kirkmichael 

 

ALL WELCOME 
 

~ open forum question/answer session with 
Police Inspector Paddy Buckley-Jones &   

EPNWA representatives ~ 
~ drop-in/out at any time ~  

~ no agenda or name register ~  
~ newsletters/badges/info avail to collect ~ 

 

PETS PANTRY 

 
19 High Street, Blairgowrie 

 

Tel: 01250 870772 
Keith Nicol 

R. D. BuildersR. D. BuildersR. D. Builders   
 

 
For Free Estimates 

Tel: 01828 632231 or  
Mobile 07729924784 

19 Tay Road Alyth, Perthshire PH118EB 

Stonework 

Extensions 
Renovation

s 
Harlin

g Etc. 

AIRLIE GARAGE 
ALYTH 

Telephone: 01828 633363 
 

Servicing, Mechanical &, MOT Repairs 
Welding  & Steam Cleaning 

Panel Beating, Spray Painting and 
 Restoration. 

All Jobs Considered 
 
 
 
 
 

Free Estimates 
Tyres at competitive prices 

Winter Tyres Studded and Wheels Balanced 
Breakdown Recovery and Car Transportation Service 

Quality Used Cars For Sale 
Open 9 am ‘til late 

 

Butterflies of 
Blairgowrie 

 

Environmentall y friendl y fl owers for ever y 
occasion. 

 

Designer Florist 
 

WE’VE MOVED! 
 

(At present by appointment only)  
2 Coupar Angus Road, 

Blairgowrie  
 

Tel: 01250 871177 / 871040 
 

Email: 
info@butterfliesofblairgowrie.co.uk 

www.butterfliesofblairgowrie.co.uk 

Number 5  
Toutie Street, Alyth 

 

CHIROPODY, SUGARING, FACIALS  
EYELASH/BROW TINTING ,  

 MANICURE, PEDIC URE by CREATIVE NAILS  

*now available*  

Tantrick (Spraytan)  £20 
 

**Late Nights Tues. & Thurs.** 

Tel: 01828 632297 

 

 

 

 
 

Specialised Dementia Care  
in a Domestic Setting 

 

�›DAY CARE  
�›RESPITE CARE 
�›RESIDENTIAL CARE  

 

All bedrooms en-suite: Beautiful Enclosed Gardens : 
Home Cooking & Baking with Choice of Menu:  

Trained Staff to promote independence and choice. 
 

www.hopeparkhouse.com 
Tel 01250 872349 

Balmoral Road, Rattray, Blairgowrie  

“Number 62” 
--------------------  

The little Christian Bookshop 
62, High Street, Blairgowrie. PH10 6DF 

 

Books: Cards: Bibles: Gospel Music 
Bible Studies 

Courses to help Enquiries 
Christianity Explored and Alpha. 

Innov ative ideas to teach children about 
the Bible and a Growing selection of 

children’s books 
 

Open Monday to Friday  
10:00 to 12:30 - 2:00 to 4:30 

Closed all day Thursday  
and at 12:30 Saturday 

Email: number62@tiscali.co.uk  
Telephone:01250 873509  

 
 
 

CAKES FOR ALL OCCASIONS 
 

 Range of Gluten Free Products Available 
 

14 AIRLIE STREET,  ALYTH  
TEL: 01828 632426 

www.cakesbysally.co.uk 

IN  NEED  OF  A  CLEANER? 
why not call in Country Cleaners! 

regular  or  one off c leans 
businesses or  household c leaning available 

no job too big or  too small 
Trustwor thy, reliable 

reasonable rates 
all staff secur ity checked, fully insured 

for  more information, call Vikki on 
07933502965 POLICE  

REPORT 
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Pattern Imprinted Concrete Specialist 
 

“ for all your paving solutions”  

 

�x�� Pattern Imprinted Concrete  
�x�� Block Paving  
�x�� Slabbing  
�x�� Gravel  
�x�� Brick Work  
�x�� Picseal – block enhancement  
�x�� General Outdoor Maintenance  
 

Need your outdoors/garage tidied up?  
Junk needing skipped  

Garden rubbish removed  
Gutters cleaned 

Power washing: patios etc 
If you need a man with a van -  call  us.  

We can help you!  
 

No Job Too Small!  

Free Estimates / Free Surveys 
 

Barry McLean:   

 01828 633215/07738181237 

email – info@denwelldriveways.co.uk  
www.denwelldriveways.co.uk  

For all new customers 
 

20% Discount on all repairs  
on production of  this voucher  

Tel: 01250 873280 Mob: 07935740733 

Laptops, PC's & Servers:  
Repaired, Data Recover y, 
Virus Removal,  
Networki ng Soluti ons, 
Custom Builds for all your 
Home or Office needs. 

e mail: graem e@gdbcomputers.co.uk 
www.gdbcomputers.co.uk 

Voucher c ode:  AV001VA 

 

 GRANGEMOUNT  
      CATTERY  
         Aberbothrie, Alyth 

 SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR  
     INDIVIDUAL HEATED CHALETS  

Set in the quiet rural setting of beautiful Strathmore 
 PERSONAL ATTENTION  

FROM THE OWNERS 
DENNIS & LIBBY ME LLOY  

Tel: 01828 632284 

Scott's Mobile Car Valet 
 

1 Baldowrie Farm Cottage, Baldowire 
By Kettins, Blairgowrie, PH13 9JT 

 

Telephone 01828 650728 / 07715 039215 
 

Hot Car Wash, Upholstery Cleaning 
and Shampooing, Car Window 

Cleaning, Polish and Shine, Alloy 
Cleaning  

 

Prices:- Cars £40, 4X4 £65 and 
 8 Seater MPV's £80 

DENNIS MELLOY  
Local Councillor Strathmore Ward  

 

Can be contacted at  
17 Airlie Street,  

Alyth 
 
 

OR CONTACT ON 
 

Mobile no: 07786674776 
or  P & K Council on 01738 475 034 
or at home on 01828 632 284 
or by email at dmelloy@pkc.gov.uk 

Market Square, Alyth, Perthshire, PH11 8AA 

Tel.: 01828 632309  Fax: 01828 632609 
 

We still have  
Traditional Light bulbs.  
Hurry while stocks last 

 
 

Special Offer 
 

1 Halogen Heater £19.99 
Or get 2 for £30.00 

 

Open Monday to Friday  8.30am - 5.30pm 
Saturday  9am - 5pm  

The Alyth Voice Shopping Survey is on page 24, 
and photographs of shops no longer in Alyth and 
which have been turned in to houses are on page 

25. Meanwhile, more letters on the subject… 
 

In reply to PJ Milne’s letter  
“KEEP YOUR LOCAL SHOPS TRADING “ 

Since my wife Libby & I opened our shop “ Solutions of 
Alyth”  in October 2008 we have not experienced the   
problems outlined in PJ Milne’s letter, the very opposite in 
fact, as we have been overwhelmed by the support of 
local people. Without this support  it would have been a 
very difficult year. We do know some independent shops 
in the Town have been under great pressure due to lack 
of support, which concerns us greatly. 
    The problem seems to be that trading & shopping has 
changed dramatically over the years. Not too many  years  
ago we had two newsagents in Alyth where we could 
purchase our papers, now we have four outlets. If we 
wanted greeting cards we had a choice of two shops, now 
we have a choice of five, if we want milk we can buy from 
seven outlets. 
    We had two Filling Stations where we could get petrol & 
diesel, now we have one. The other day Libby & I  went to 
Central garage for petrol, we had to wait a few minutes as  
a smartly dressed lady was filling her car up,  or so we 
thought, she put  only £5.00 worth of  petrol into her car,  
just enough to get her to the Supermarket, it seems this 
was not an isolated case. What are we going to do if 
Central Garage stop selling petrol & diesel and the option 
to get enough fuel to see you to the Supermarket filling 
Station is gone? 
    What are we going to do if our independent shops close 
as they have done in many of  our Towns & Cities around 
the country? Do we want more shops to be changed into 
flats or see for sale or let signs on jaded shop fronts?  
    What we hear from shoppers is that they do want  to 
shop local and the majority do. Our shops don’t only sell 
product, they are an integral part of our community, they  
deserve our support. SHOP LOCAL.    

                    Dennis & Libby Melloy 
 
 
I was reading the book "A Braw Toon For Messages" and 
I wondered how many of  the shops are still to the fore. As  
far as I could see, there are only four with the same name. 
Lunans Newsagent, Sims Ironmongers, Post Office, and 
the lovely little shop Newbiggings.  
    Fortunately there are more still open and t rading,    
although the name and sometimes the contents  
have changed. It's sad to see that  there are no longer any  
shops at the top of the town or down Tootie Street. 
    Commercial Street and Airlie Street have had quite a lot  
of shops turned into houses. I'm afraid this is a sign of the 
times, when everyone can buy most of what they want in 
one large supermarket—at the cost of the little shops. 
    With regards to the Voice trying to find out why people 
are, or are not, patronizing the local shops, I can't say.  I 
do think that most people are very happy with the shops 
here in Alyth. I think we are very lucky to have all of them, 
and I, for one,  don't  want to lose any more to 
houses.  Please try to shop locally so that this doesn't 
happen. 

Name & Address supplied 
 
 

The Dirliebane Coffee Shop 
We would like to take this opportunity 

to thank everyone for the support they have 
given us since we opened The Dirliebane in August 2008. 

We look forward to your continued custom. 
 A huge thank you again. 

Rhona and Dave Middleton 
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Alyth Garage 
 

Garage Tel - 01828 633783         ( 24 hours)  
 

Alyth Garage • Cambridge Street • Alyth • Perthshire • PH11 8AW  
Your Local, Friendly, Family Run Business.  

 
 

*Servicing starts from £79.95 *  
 

Timing Belts, M.O.T Prep, .M.O.T.s, Clutches,  
Servicing, Repairs, Work Vehicle Contracts,  

Motorbikes, Brakes, Exhausts, 
Engine Diagnostic Checks, Tyres, Horse Boxes. 

 
 

All Major Credit and Debit Cards Accepted!!! 

Ball for our Hall — Saturday 6th March 
 

Come and join our black tie dinner dance, grand auction, s ilent 
auction and luxury tombola as we raise funds for the rebuilding 

of Eassie, Nevay and Kirkinch Community Hall. 
 

 

Some forthcoming events to consider… 
 

Valentines Day Saturday 13th and Sunday 14th February. Enjoy 
a few canapés with a complimentary glass of champagne be-

fore a romantic 3 course dinner for £45.  
 

For those wishing to make more of a night of it on 14th     Feb-
ruary, we are offering double rooms for just £120 Bed and 

Breakfast. 
 

Extras in the room or at your table include, a fresh red rose £5, 
6 roses in a bouquet £25, a classic dozen roses in a        bouquet 

£45. 
 

It may be a good time to mention, we do some superb weddings 
here in the hotel, in case the thought ever crossed your mind…. 

We hope you had a lovely Christmas.  Everyone at the hotel would like to 
wish all our fr iends and guests a very Happy New Year 

Beautiful country house hotel, at the foot of Loyal Hill 
overlooking Glenisla  Golf  Course. 

Freshly prepared food served all day 
w w w . l a n d s o f l o y a l . c o m 

Tel: 01828 633151   info@landsofloyal.com 

We are open every day 
for lunch and dinner. 

The  fire in the great hall is always burning bright and you 
are most welcome. 

Come and try our Afternoon teas: Just let us know your are 
coming because the sandwiches, cakes and scones are all 

made fresh in house by our talented chefs. 
Just £12.50 per person for an indulgent lazy afternoon with 

a luxurious traditional cream tea.  

Please contact the hotel for more details about menus, 
times, prices and our latest special offers These are also on 

our website at  www.landsofloyal.com 
 

You can also find us on Twitter and  
Facebook@veritywebster 

Get ahead of the rush and book your Mother’s day lunch 
table, on Sunday 14th March 

 

£50 a ticket for a Gala night 
with champagne 

reception followed by a full 
3 course dinner, the auctions 
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ST. Gardening   
&  

Maintenance  
 

Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming, 
Weed Control, Flower Beds, 

Fencing, Slabing…  
Any Job in and around the garden.  
All work completed to the highest 

standard. 
All waste removed from site and 

recycled. 
 

CONTACT  
Ev enings:  01828 633719 
Daytime:  07980789139 

Email:stgardening@orange.net  
 

FREE ESTIMATES 

David Murphy 
Decorators 

 

Interior  
 

Exterior  
 

No Job Too Small 
 

Credit Crunch Prices 
 

Free Estimates 
 

Quick reliable service 
 

25 years experience 
 

For a professional finish call 
 

01828 632571  
07762 077839 

 
 

Facial’s  
Waxing  
Eyebrows  
Tanning 
Massage 
Manicures  
Pedicures 
Bridal Packages  
Princess Parties  
Make - up 
 
 Gift Vouchers  
Tel: 01828 633384  

A 
L 
Y 
T 
H 
 

B 
E 
A 
U 
T 
Y 
 

S 
T 
U 
D 
I  
O 

 

Ian Miller Councillor for Strathmore  
 

Surgery at Alyth Town Hall (Old Chambers) on 1st Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm 
or Contact by Tel: SNP Office: 01250 876576  Home: 01250 873304  

P&K Council: 01738 475018 or Email: imiller@pkc.gov.uk 

ALBA LOGISTICS  
PRESTIGE DELIVERY AND 

COLLECTION SERVICE  
 

Come to us for a fast, personal service. 
We transport goods and equipment quickly and reliably, 

specialising in weekend, evening and short-notice 
deliveries. 

We are a fully insured, family-run, Alyth-based 
enterprise. 

 

Tel: 07724430770 / 01828 633347 
albalogistics@btinternet.com 

 

J. & M. KAY 
 

Ladies & Gents Hairdressers 
13 Airlie Street, 

ALYTH.  
 

Telephone 01828 632252 

MEG’S MINI MARKET  
And  

 AL YTH PETS  
22 Commercial Street,  

 01828 633143 
 

 OPEN Mon. to Fri. 9am to 4.30pm. 
Closed Wed Sat.9.am to 5.00pm. 

 

MEG’S MINI MARKET  
TraditionalSweets in jars sold 

loosely, crisps  
Coal 20 kilo bags £5.99 

Logs and kindling £4.99 a bag. 
Large selection of Bed Linen,  

Work wear, Wellingtons, & Boots. 
  
 

ALYTH PET SHOP  
 

PEANUTS 25kg bag £24.99, 
WILD BIRD SEED 15kg bag 

£11.80.SUPERIOR WILD BIRD 
SEED WITH INSECT LARVAE 
20kg. £19.80.CAT LITTERS. 

THOMAS .SOPHISTICAT CHOICE, 
WOODBASE & CATSAN.  

Large selection of Tropical fish. 
Goldfish & Pond fish. 

Free delivery in & around Alyth . 
IF NOT IN STOCK WE CAN TRY 

AND GET IT FOR YOU. 

Subscribe 
to the 

emailing 
list 

 

Every month subscribers are emailed with a 
link to the latest edition of the Alyth Voice 
 as soon as it becomes available online. 

 

Join our distribution list by 
sending an email to  

alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk 
with the word 

‘SUBSCRIBE’ in the subject line. 
 

Your email address is not passed to third parties. 

stART  
Adult Ukulele Group (16yrs +)  

Meet every Monday during term time  
Alyth Co mmunity Wing  

7.30pm -  9.00pm 
Cost: £2 per session  

For more info contact Pete Nicol or 
Kirstie Bailey on 01828 633761  

Sing!! 
Fun, informal singing workshops for 
adults Dates for Winter 2009/2010 

sessions 7.30pm -  9.30pm  
in Alyth Community Wing  

Thursday Feb 25th  
Cost: £3 per session  

For bookings contact Kirstie Bailey on 
01828 633451  

Buy Design 
 

19 Airlie Street, Alyth 
 

Tel: 01828 633511 
 

Happy New Year to everyone. 
Many thanks to all our customers 

for their continued support.    
 

Unique handcrafted gifts 
& jewellery  

 

Repairs now  
undertaken 

 

Open Mon, 
Thurs, Fri, Sat 
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 Drumderg Windfarm Community Benefit Fund 
 APPLICATIONS DEADLINES 2010 

The Scottish Community Foundation is now    
accepting applications for grants from the        
Drumderg Fund.  Groups and organisations work-
ing in Alyth, Strathardle or Glenshee* may apply 
for: 

Small Grants  £250 - £2,000 
Main Grants £2,000 - £10,000 

Apply by application form in advance of  
2010 deadlines 3 March, 26 July, 18 October 

Large Grants over £10,000 
Contact S.C.F. to discuss your project first 

Application Forms and Guidelines are available 
from the Scottish Community Foundation: 

website www.scottishcf.org  
(forms can be downloaded) 

tel. 0141 225 6670 email grants@scottishcf.org 
* Projects must benefit people living in the 

Alyth and/or Mount Blair Community Council 
areas 

 

 

Mrs Susan Marsh (Cert  Ed)  
Cherrybank, Lands of Loyal  

Tel: 01828 633501  

Renovations, Extensions, New 
Builds, Dry Rot Treatment with 
30 year Guarantee, Insurance 

& Contract Work.  
 

We supply and fit  
Kitchens, Bathrooms, 
Windows and Doors  

 

We offer an all Trades Service  
 

For free estimates and reliable 
tradesmen call us on  

01828 634140 or email:  
info@loyalconstruction.co.u k 

Classic 
Restorations 

Pitnacree Street, Alyth Perthshire 
Phone: 01828 633293 
Mobile: 07885 316689 
Fax: 01828 632529 

 

Jaguar XK140 Roadster 
Fully restored by our expert team of committed craftsmen 

Email : charles@classicrestorations.co.uk 
www.classicrestorations.co.uk 

�x�� Mechanical 
�x�� Electrical 
�x�� Panel Work 
�x�� Ashframe repairs 
�x�� Paintwork 
�x��Interior Trim 

 

Clinical Aromatherapist 
Liz Jenkins—mifpa 

 

Uses therapeutic massage and essential 
oils to improve and maintain health. 

 

Conditions which may  benefit from aromatherapy : 
Back/neck/muscle pain 
Rheumatism and arthritis 
Sleep disorders 
Constipation 
Headaches 
Stress related illness 
….and much more 

 

For more information or to book an appointment  

Tel 01828 632141 

   H O B B I E SH O B B I E SH O B B I E S  
31 AIRLIE STREET, Tel: 01828 632565  

Craft  Supplies  Wool  Models  Toys 
Large selection of jigsaws for  rainy 

winter days. 
Hours of Business 

Mon - Sat 10.00am - 4pm 
lunch 12.30am -1.45pm 

Closed Wednesday & Sunday 

 

Aged 18-29? 

  GOLF 

      Membership 
 from only £18 p/month 
    (10 months payment on direct debit) 
 

  Call David or Jane on: 

    01828 633322 
 

2010 MEMBERSHIP RATES 
Full Membership:     £465.00 
(Unlimited access to both courses). 

Age 18-21:    £175.00 
Age 22-25:    £235.00 
Age 26-29:    £295.00 

  
Off Peak Membership:  £345.00 
(Monday-Friday and after 4:00pm at weekends 
on the Rannaleroch course. Unlimited access to 

the Leitfie Links). 
  

Junior Full Membership:  £110.00 
Unlimited access to both courses. 

Many Member Benefits incl. 10% off Restaurant 
and Shop 

 
 
 
  
 
  
  
  
  
  
 

“The Friendly Place to Play Golf” 
  

LEITFIE LINKS MEMBERSHIP 
Adult Membership:  £220.00 
Junior Membership: £  55.00 
 

(Unlimited access to the 9 hole Leitfie 
course). 

 

Juniors age is under 18 on 1st January. 
20% discount applies to 2nd adults 
living in the same household. 10% 
discount applies to 3rd and subsequent 
adults in the same household.  
Discounts apply only to adults age 30+. 
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ALYTH LIBRARY  
STORYTIME FOR UNDER 5’s 

 

EVERY FRIDAY AT 
2.30pm 

No need to book, just come along! 

CHIROPODIST  
H.P.C. REGISTERED 

 

TRISHA WALTON  
 
 

HOME VISITS  
01828 640229 

PIANO TUITION  
AND  

HORSE RIDING INSTRUCTION 
 

An experienced and qualified 
teacher in both these subjects is 

available. 
Adults as well as children 

 

Tel: 01575 560 333 

Tel: 01828 634114  
Mobile: 07762061384  

www.sidlawlandscape.co.uk  

Sidlaw Landscape Design Sidlaw Landscape Design   

Plum Tree Cottage, Smith Lane, New Alyth PH11 8NH 

Innovativ e Garden Design 
and Build Service 

DRYSTONE WA LLS*WATER FEATURES 
*PATIOS*RAISED BEDS*PATHS*  

 

Traditional Acupuncture in Blairgowrie 
Acupuncture can help a variety of symptoms  

and health problems 
Free 15 minute consultations available in Blairgowrie 

 to discuss whether acupuncture may be helpful. 
Practitioner is fully qualified and insured and is a  

member of the British Acupuncture Council. 
Judith Bryden MA(Hons)LicAc.MBAcC. 
Contact Judith at 01250 876345   

or   07762 188418 (mobile) 

 
THE ORGANIC HUT  
South West Fullarton, Meigle  

Tel. –  01828 640391  
Your  local  organic  shop 

 

seasonal, organic produce  
our own organic rasps  

over 100 other organic food lines  
Ecover items, soaps & comfrey 

goods  
 

We now stock an interesting  
selection of second hand cookery 

and gardening books. 
 

 WED  1- 6 FRI 1- 6  SAT  10-5 
Half mile south of Meigle on Dundee Rd.  

Follow signs  

 

NAMES ON WOOD  
 

House Signs, Door Plates, 
Keyrings 

 

www.namesonwood.com 
 

 Tel: 01828 628477 

www.strathmoreheritage.co.uk 
Carpenter’s Cottage, 

Pitnacree  Street, Alyth, PH118DY 

Office:   01828 632 379  
Mobile: 07973 970 176  

 

FREE ESTIMATES  
FOR ALL WORKS  

�x��New builds  
 
�x��Renovations  
 
�x��Extensions  
 
�x��Drainage  
 
�x��Groundworks  
 
�x��Machinery 

Hire  

�x��Windows & 
Doors  

 
�x��Kitchens  
 
�x��Bathrooms  
 
�x��Driveways  
 
�x��Block Paving  
 
�x��Landscaping  

Strathmore 
Heritage 
Homes 

Ltd 
 
 

ALYTH SHOW  
INDUSTRIAL TENT  
Saturday 19th June 2010 
Forms now available for 

Baking / Produce / Floral Art /  
Handicrafts & Hobbies /  
Photography / Children 
Telephone C. Ronald 

01828 632 266 for details 

THE ALYTH TRADITIONAL  
FISH BAR 

 

NEW TEL: 01828 634165 
 

Telephone Orders Welcome 
 

New Opening Hours:  
 

Monday     5pm - 9pm 
Tuesday     5pm - 9pm 
Wednesday    5pm - 9pm 
Thursday     5pm - 9pm 
Friday         4.30pm - 9pm 
Saturday         4.30pm - 9pm 
Sunday       Closed 

JP Discos & Karaoke 
 

All functions catered for. 
Party Nights, Weddings 

Karaoke and Discos 
Now taking bookings for Christmas 

 

Call Jackie   07753236703  
     01828 628444 

‘Invalid Buggy’    
For Sale, 
Bargain, 

Voyager 4 Series 3 Class 2, 
As new only travelled 500 yards, 

£ 1,000. or nearest offer considered, 
Original price £ 2,500. 

To view contact:  
Telephone 01828 632679 

Abbey Cleaning and 
Ironing Services  

Kinnaird, School Road, Kettins 
Blairgowrie, PH13 9JL 

 

Telephone 01828 650728 / 07885 949766 
 

Domestic Cleaning,  
Holiday Cottage Cleaning,  

One Off Cleans,  
New Build Cleaning, 

 End Of tenancy Cleaning,  
Office Cleaning 

YOU ARE BEAUTIFUL  
www.youarebeautiful.com   

 

Mobile Facial Aesthetic 
Treatments, including  
Cosmetic Injections,  

Dermal Fillers,  
Lip Augmentation  

Free Consultations and 
Competitive Prices  

 

JULIE GRAHAM  
Aesthetic Practitioner R.G.N. B.N  

Tel. 07824 880 682 

For all your joinery services: 
 

Home Improvements 
Fitted Kitchens 

AW JOINERY  

01250 870 693  
07876 133 342  

www.aw -joinery.com  
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VALENTINES DINNER 
 

TREAT THAT SPECIAL PERSON IN YOUR LIFE TO A 
SUPERB DINNER IN QUIET ROM ANTIC 

SURROUNDINGS 
Saturday February 13 t h  f rom 6pm -9pm  

 

Sunday 14 t h  February f rom 12 noon –  
Valent ines Lunch  

Sunday 14 t h  f rom 4pm – Special Valent ines 
Tradit ional High Tea  

 

We are proud to inform you that we are now certified 
Cittaslow supporters 

 

Bringing you the best of local produce, cooked traditionally 
and 

served throughout the day by our attentive and friendly staff. 
 

Call us now to reserve your table 
On 01250 873232 or email:  theantiquary08@aol.com 

 
 
 

       
Lower Mill Street, Blairgowrie PH10 6AQ Tel/Fax: 01250 873232 

 email: theantiquary08@aol.com 
Ms D.S.Brooke-Lander and Mr B.J.Dingwall - Partners 

 

SALE OF ALYTH  SCENES 
POSTCARDS, C ARDS & CALENDARS 

at DUNIRA, ST NINIANS ROAD 
and also at 

THE POST OFFICE 
--------------------------------------------- 

I can also simulate your photos into Oil 
and Watercolour Prints using Computer 

Software 
-------------------------------------------- 

A percentage f rom the sale of  the cards 
& calendars will go to Wisecraf t, the 

mental health craf t project in 
B lairgowrie. 

----------------------------------------------- 

Bus Pass and Car Licence Photographs 
Only two needed, £1 each 
Phone Listed Number 

TEL: 01828 632434 
www.frogpublications.co.uk 

Based in   
- Meigle -  

M: 07961 879239 

www.resolute it .co.uk  
 

E: info@resolute it .co.uk  

 

Looking to buy a new computer?  
W ant advice on purchasing or developing 

your  Business I.T. Infrastructure?  
Struggling with a slow laptop or PC?  

Tired of Call C entres / going back to the 
store?  

 
We Offer Home & Office Visits!  

(**Discount Available for Senior  Citizens**)  
 

Resolute I.T . provide a wide range of  
computer services including: Repairs & 
Upgrades; Virus & Spyware Removal;  

Network Solutions & Broadband Support  
 

 

Technical Support Services  

 

 
 

 
LICENSED GROCER 

 

• DVD Hire • Lotto Outlet • Shoe Repair •  
• Irvine’s Butcher Meat • Photocopier •  

• Mobile Top-up • Laundry •  
 

FREE HOME DELIVERY!  
 

OPEN: 8am - 10pm Mon - Sat 
      8am - 8pm Sunday 

 

Tel No: 01828 632306 

73-75 Airlie St. 
Alyth  

THE  
BLACK WATCH 

HERITAGE APPEAL 
After an 18 month      
campaign to attract     
support from both the 
Black Watch Regimental 
Family and from the public 
for our plans for Balhousie 
Castle and The Black 
Watch Museum, it is   
wonderful to be able to 
report  a magnificent   
response so far, with a 
total of over £1.75million 
already donated or 
pledged. 
    This has enabled the 
Trustees to go ahead with 
the purchase of  the     
Castle, which became 
their property in December 
2008. It has also enabled 
detailed building plans to 
be commissioned from 
ANTA, the well known 
Scottish architectural 
practice. 
    The Black Watch    
Regimental Association 
and other regimental  
trusts have donated or 
promised a total of  
£502,000. In addition,  
individuals from within the 
Regimental Family have 
donated or promised a 
truly splendid £650,000 so 
far. 
    The Appeal has     
recently submitted an 
application to the Heritage 
Lottery Fund, and plans to 
submit applications to 
corporate bodies, and to 
charitable trusts and  
foundations which are 
known to support projects 
like ours. The Trustees 
have engaged consultants 
to undertake these     
specialised fundraising 
activities. 
    We still need to raise 
just under £1.5million to 
reach the Appeal target of  
£3.23million and, while 
we hope that foundations,  
charities and corporate 
bodies – and indeed the 
Heritage Lottery Fund - 
will cover much of this 
shortfall, we still need 
significant financial    
support from individuals. If 
you are able to offer your 
own support to the biggest  
capital project ever     
undertaken by the Black 
Watch Museum Trustees, 
we would be very pleased 
indeed to add your     
donation to the present  
total.            Alfie Iannetta 

Chief Ex ecutive 

THE RED HACKLE 
TARTAN 

The Red Hackle tartan has been designed as a tribute to the 
men and women of The Black Watch, both past and present.     
Originally used to identify troops in the midst of  battle, there is 
doubt as to ex actly when the Black Watch's unique Red 
Hackle was adopted by the Regiment.  Whether it was first 

used during the American War of Independence or later during the battle of  
Geldermaisen campaign on January 5th, 1795, what is beyond dispute, is that in 
1822, that the Army's Adjutant General confirmed the unique right of the 42nd 
Regiment (Black Watch) to wear the Red Hackle in their bonnets.  In memory of 
Geldermeisen, the 5th January subsequently became the regimental day, and is 
now known as Red Hackle Day. The new tartan is based on perhaps the world’s 
most recognised tex tile design, the famous Black Watch tartan, to which a series 
of overchecks in two shades of red has been added, and was selected from a 
number of designs submitted to the regimental headquarters at Balhousie Castle 
in Perth. A proportion of all sales of the tartan will be donated to The Black Watch 
Museum Trust/The Black Watch Heritage Appeal. Red Hackle Tar tan ties, 
scarves, bonnets, etc can be purchased at Balhousie Castle or most kilt shops. 

 

Launching The Red Hackle Tartan at Balhousie Castle 

© The Black Watch 
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Items not stocked in Alyth 
�x�� Anti-bacterial handwash, sprays & wipes 
�x�� Baby food - Sweet potato & Butternut 

Squash 
�x�� Baby food & supplies (limited range 

stocked, often very ex pensive) 
�x�� Books 
�x�� Cat food (limited range stocked) 
�x�� CDs 
�x�� Cheese (limited range stocked) 
�x�� Chocolate trifle 
�x�� Clothes 
�x�� Coal 
�x�� Dairy-free produce 
�x�� Douwe Egberts Instant Decaf Coffee 
�x�� DVDs 
�x�� Fresh fish 

Fresh flowers (limited range stocked) 
�x�� Fresh fruit & vegetables (stock often poor 

quality and choice) 
�x�� Gluten-free produce 
�x�� Guacamole 
�x�� Lapsang Souchong Tea 
�x�� Larger sizes of product e.g. kilo bags of 

sugar 
�x�� Mamade (part prepared marmalade) 
�x�� Meals for One (limited range) 
�x�� Organic milk 
�x�� Ready made meals (limited range & 

quality) 
�x�� Rowan Glen butter 
�x�� Rowan Glen yoghurt 
�x�� Shoes 
�x�� Sour cream 
�x�� Sour dough (made by a baker) 
�x�� Stationery 
�x�� Vegetable Curry 
�x�� Walnut loaf (made by a baker) 
�x�� Wheat-free produce 
 
Shopping ‘Wish List’ for Alyth 
�x�� Bank to stay open over lunchtime 
�x�� Charity shop 
�x�� Clothes shop 
�x�� Dentist 
�x�� Discount day (fortnightly or monthly) 
�x�� Fairtrade town 
�x�� Fish Shop 
�x�� French/German baker/patisserie 
�x�� Freshen up the tired shop f ronts 
�x�� Greengrocer (dedicated shop) 
�x�� Hairdresser/barber for young people 
�x�� Late night shopping toward Christmas 
�x�� Local produce with origin labels 
�x�� Loyalty card system 
�x�� More ‘dog hooks’ outside shops 
�x�� No half day closing 
�x�� Optician 
�x�� Organic produce 
�x�� Petrol Station (with car supplies) 
�x�� Resident competition incentive 
�x�� Source it for you service 
�x�� Sports/Outdoor shop 
�x�� Underwear shop 
�x�� Vet 
 
These lists have been made ‘verbatim’. Many 
comments are unfeasible economically, however 
this is a perfect opportunity to know why        
customers are spending their money elsewhere. 
Can we encourage them back to shop in Alyth? 

Shopping Survey 
In the November 2009 edition, a letter from PJ 
Milne challenged the people of Alyth to shop  
locally for one month. In response to a request  for 
feedback of local shopping habits, the Voice has 
received over 50 replies with a wide range of  
views on the subject, and has decided to collate 
this information in this edition, but please continue 
to forward your feedback – we suspect this debate 
will continue for some time. Fifty may constitute a 
small number of households in the town, but the 
variety of comments would suggest it is           
representative. Residents commented on the 
following: 
 
Comments on Alyth shops & services 
�x�� Service great 
�x�� Staff caring 
�x�� Friendly 
�x�� Great atmosphere 
�x�� Quality service 
�x�� Generously support local community e.g. 

raffle prizes, sponsorship etc 
�x�� Wonderful 
�x�� Meeting place 
�x�� Nothing too much trouble 
�x�� Perception that they’re ex pensive - but 

they’re often cheaper than large retailers 
and firms 

�x�� On your doorstep 
 
Prices of Alyth goods & services 
�x�� Ex amples given of items being 5, 25 and 

50%  more ex pensive than elsewhere 
�x�� Ex amples of items being cheaper than 

supermarkets and large retailers 
�x�� Promotions in Alyth have been widely 

received as being good bargains 
 
Shops used out with Alyth 
�x�� Blairgowr ie – Blairgowrie Farm Shop, 

Cheese Shop, F armers’ Market,        
Glenfearnate (Delivered), Graham’s  
Dairies (Delivered), Hairdressers, Irvine’s 
Butcher, Post   Office, Scotmid,      
Somerfield, Tesco, Workbasket 

�x�� Cash & Car ry – Booker, Matrix , Costco, 
Wine Suppliers 

�x�� Coupar  Angus – Car garage, Scotmid 
�x�� Dundee – Boots, Car garages, Coal 

Merchant, DHL Couriers, DIY Stores,  
Farmers’ Market, M&S, Sainsbury, Tesco 

�x�� Edinburgh - various 
�x�� For far  – Lidl, Tesco 
�x�� Meigle – Post Office 
�x�� Newtyle – Pirie Butcher, Robertson’s 

Dairies 
�x�� Online - various 
�x�� Per th – Boots, Campbell’s Fish (aka 

Kerrachers ), Car garages, DIY Stores,  
Farmers’ Market, Hairdressers, Holland & 
Barrett, M&S, Morrisons, Tesco 

�x�� Pitlochry – various 
 
Reasons for shopping out with Alyth 
�x�� Wider range of goods and produce 
�x�� Cheaper price 
�x�� Time saving – one-stop shop 
�x�� Day out 
�x�� Commuting to & from work 
�x�� No minimum purchase policy 
�x�� Friendlier staff 

The Voice asked local resident and training    
consultant Margaret Rose to comment on      
customer perceptions. Margaret provides        
customer service training workshops and      
coaching UK wide. 
 

CUSTOMERS’ perceptions of businesses/
organisations are based on 3 factors: 
�x�� the product itself 
�x�� the pr ice of the product or  service and 
�x�� the people who serve them 
These three factors are interrelated and combine 
to determine the choices people make when  
purchasing goods and services. 
    Ted Levitt in his tex tbook, “The Marketing 
Imagination” , outlined “The Total Product       
Concept”  and this has been adapted over the 
years by many writers looking at customer service 
issues including Tom Peters in “Thriving on 
Chaos” . It is based on the premise that there is a 
three tier approach to serving customers and that 
to satisfy customers it is necessary to go beyond 
supplying them with the basic products and   
services. As Tom Peters states “  To really stand 
out a company must provide service that makes 
customers say WOW I can’t believe they did that 
for me, and businesses  say “ aren’t you glad you 
bought from me/ decided to do business with us” . 
    Good Customer Service  is meeting the     
customers’ ex pectations.  Meeting ex pectations is 
ex pected and it does not make a difference. Good 
is merely adequate. 
    The successful businesses today are the ones 
who provide customer service excellence, by 
exceeding the customers’ ex pectations, in other 
words providing a memorable ex perience and 
ultimately earn customer loyalty even although 
their prices may be a little higher  than their    
competitors.  
    If the customer has a bad ex perience the    
business needs to ex ceed the customers       
ex pectations for them to go away satisfied.  Today 
when competing for business simply providing 
“Good”  customer service is not good enough any 
more.   
 

 

Where do we go from here? 
The subject of supporting local shops and      
businesses has caused a good deal of debate on 
the street, however business respondents have 
not reported any increase in trading or use of their 
services since November. 
    Many customers have ex panded on their   
reasons for shopping out with Alyth, and ‘one-
stop’ shopping is definitely a priority for many busy 
residents, not just families but all car-owning ages.  
They have admitted where they personally know 
shop-keepers & businesses, they do feel guilty for 
going elsewhere, however time constraints, as 
well as price perception, weighs greater on their 
minds. BUT all agreed if they could get ALL of 
their weekly shopping in ONE shop in Alyth, they 
would support the town. Interestingly the lack of a 
good range of quality fresh fruit and vegetables 
was brought up in almost every response, and it  
seems not being able to get these locally draws 
people to supermarkets, and of course they do the 
rest of their shopping at the same time. 
For more letters on shopping locally, see page 18.  
    Services and trades were not left out  of the 
survey and comments were generally critical on 
basic customer service. More on this nex t month... 
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Gone for Good... 

The above photographs were all once shops & businesses on 
Airlie Street, now converted to houses. 

The above photographs were all once shops & businesses on 
Toutie Street & Hill Street, now converted to houses. 
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Frank Robb of Alyth emailed these photographs of  
the solar eclipse on January 15th over Lake Albert 
in Uganda. The Internet provides the technical 
ex planationl… 
 
The eclipse’s annular phase lasted about 11    
minutes and eight seconds, which is the longest 
lasting solar eclipse since the annular solar eclipse 
on January 4, 1992, which lasted for about 11 
minutes and 41 seconds. This duration will not be 
equalled or ex ceeded until the annular solar 
eclipse of December 23, 3043, which is 1033 years 
ahead of 2010. 
 
Where was the Eclipse Visible? 
The max imum eclipse point occurred in the middle 
of the Indian Ocean, but the annular phase was 
still seen from either Africa or Asia. People in the 
towns of Bambari and Bangasou, in the Central 
African Republic, witnessed the annular eclipse at 
sunrise before it moved towards Uganda. The 
capital city of Kampala witnessed seven minutes 
and 39 seconds of  annularity but the sun was only 
20 degrees above the eastern horizon at the time. 
    The city of Nakuru, in Kenya, had more than 
eight minutes of annularity, while from the       
country’s capital of Nairobi, the annular phase 
lasted just under six minutes. Annularity crossed 
 

southern Somalia before leaving towards the  
Indian Ocean. The Maldives witnessed the 
eclipse’s annularity for 10 minutes and 44       
seconds, before the eclipse moved past south-east  
Bangladesh and passed the towns of Akyab and 
Mandalay in Myanmar (Burma).  The path then 
moved to China, where the city of Nanyang    
witnessed the eclipse for seven minutes and 26 
seconds while Xuzhou saw it for six  minutes and 
56 seconds. Chongqing, which saw the total solar 
eclipse of 2009, also witnessed the annular eclipse 
for seven minutes and 50 seconds.  
 
The Eclipse’s Path 
The eclipse’s annular path began in the western 
part of  the Central African Republic at 05:14    
Universal Time (UT). The shadow then passed 
through Uganda, Kenya and southern Somalia, 
while the central line duration of annularity grew 
from seven to nine minutes.  
    The antumbra (“ negative”  shadow of the moon 
that appears when the moon is on the far side of 
its orbit and its umbral shadow is not long enough 
to reach earth) crossed the Indian Ocean for the 
nex t two hours, with its course moving from east-
south-east to northeast. The greatest eclipse  
occurred at 07:06:33 UT when the eclipse        
magnitude reached 0.9190. The eclipse path’s 

width kilometres (about 207 miles) and the sun is 
66 degrees above the flat horizon formed by the 
ocean. The duration of annularity was 11 minutes 
and eight seconds when this occurred.  This was 
the longest annular duration until December 23,  
3043, which is more than 1000 years ahead. 
    The eclipse continued northeast where it finally 
encountered land in the Maldive Islands at 07:26 
UT. The capital city, Malé, ex perienced an annular 
phase lasting 10 minutes 45 seconds. When the 
antumbra reached Asia, the central line passed 
directly between the southern India and northern 
Sri Lanka at  07:51 UT. Both regions were within 
the path where max imum annularity lasted 10 
minutes 15 seconds. The eclipse shadow then 
reached Myanmar (Burma) where the central line 
duration was eight minutes and 48 seconds, and 
the sun's altitude was 34 degrees. 
    The eclipse’s central line entered China at  08:41 
UT. The shadow crossed the Himalayas through 
the Yunnan and Sichuan provinces. Chongqing 
witnessed a duration of seven minutes 50       
seconds. The antumbra's speed then increased as  
the duration decreased as it passed through the 
Shaanx i and Hubei provinces afterward. In its final 
moments, the antumbra travelled down the     
Shandong peninsula and left the earth's surface at  
08:59 UT.              [source: www.timeanddate.com] 

LONGEST SOLAR ECLIPSE SINCE 1992 

 

Top left & right: 
SCOUT BONFIRE 2009 
The last Scout meeting of 2009 was a bonfire for Scouts & Explorer 
Scouts at Millhaugh. Hot soup and burgers went down a treat in the 
wintry conditions. 
 
Left: 
DESIGN A LIGHT 
George Robertson took this photograph of Derek Todd (left) and 
Ricky Don (right) erecting the new Christmas light designed by Sean 
Burns of Alyth School’s Primary 2 above the RBS in Alyth Square. © G. Robertson 

© R. Kirkpatrick 

© R. Kirkpatrick 
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Above: The children of ALYTH PARISH CHURCH PRIMARY SUNDAY SCHOOL took part in the Nativity Service on Christmas Eve 2009 
Below: Members and helpers of the ALYTH CHRISTMAS LIGHTS Coffee Morning held in December in Airlie Street Hall when £861 was raised. 

© DM Phillips 
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CONGRATULATIONS  

Rhona and Dave Middleton  
married in 'The Wee Tin Kirk'  

on Sunday 27th December, 2009 

© R. Middleton 

Happy 1st birthday to 
Teagan Luscombe  

 on the 5th of February 
 and Happy Birthday to her Grandad 

Derek Todd  
on the 15th of February 

Lots of love Kevin, Pamela, Tony and the rest of the family 

© P. Luscombe 

ALYTH CHORAL UNION 
Cold, wintry conditions did not deter the 
members of A.C.U. from attending on 
Tuesday 12th January when rehearsals 
resumed for the Spring Concert. 
    An almost full complement of     
members welcomed new musical    
director and conductor Helen Addison 
from Arbroath. 
    Helen introduced the choir to the 
music she has chosen for the Concert 
in March and the members quickly 
settled down enthusiastically to some 
hard work on the new pieces. 
    Helen and the choir are looking   
forward to working together in the future 
hoping to welcome more members to 
all sections of the choir. 

    Come along and join us for 2010! 
Janey MacFarlane 

 
 

INTRODUCTING HELEN 
I am a music teacher, now retired,   
having taught in schools in Edinburgh, 
Perth, abroad, and latterly in Arbroath 
where I live. At present, I conduct the 
Arbroath Male Voice Choir, The Lydian 
Singers, who are a female choir based 
in Dundee, an organist at St. Vigeans 
Church, Arbroath, and also do        
accompaniment work when required. 
    Born in Alyth, I went to Alyth and 
Blairgowrie schools, and I am delighted 
to return to take the Choral Union 
through rehearsals for their annual 
concert in March. 
    The programme is chosen to appeal 
to both singers and audience as it  
includes a group of well-known folk 
songs set to sympathetic orchestration 
– who doesn’t know “The Keel Row” or 
“Afton Water” ; the short work, by    
Mendelssohn “Hear my Prayer”  finishes 
with the famous “O, for the wings of a 
dove”  and the seven movements of 
John Rutter’s “Magnificat”  are exciting, 
emotional but always tuneful. Each of 
the three works includes the soprano 
solo voice, adding contrast to the choir 
and orchestra. 
    It has been proved that singing is 
good for the health at any age, and 
makes you forget cares and woes. The 
rehearsals are thorough and hard work, 
but help is given through tapes and 
CDs of individual parts - soprano, alto, 
tenor, bass – come along and enjoy 
making music!         Helen M. Addison 

SPRING CONCERT 
ALYTH PARISH CHURCH 

Sunday 
21st March 2010 

7pm 


