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EASTER IN ALYTH 
 

Despite wet and windy conditions on Easter morning, over 50 members 
and friends of Alyth Parish Church made the annual pilgrimage up 
Alyth Hill for a short service.  
    Almost as many arrived early at church to join those descending 
from the hill in an Easter Breakfast, which raised £240 for Mercy Ships. 
    The week before, on Palm Sunday, the Primary Sunday School 
collected 100 chocolate Easter Eggs within the two Sunday Schools, 
and congregation, which were distributed throughout Holy Week to 
children’s wards in Ninewells Hospital, Dundee, and residents in Bel-
mont Castle Care Home, Meigle. 
    To everyone who joined in any of the events at Alyth  Parish Church 
this Easter, your support is most appreciated. 
 
A Car Treasure Hunt is planned for May - see p15 for details. 

Wild daffodils lined the 
paths of Jordanstone and 

Balhary in the sunshine, on 
the first walk for 2010. The 
walled garden of Balhary 
has been transformed due 
to the hard work of local 

residents. Their efforts will 
be rewarded when they 

harvest the vegetable plots 
and the many fruit t rees 

which enjoy the benefits of 
this wonderful location. 
The nex t walk will take 

place in Big Tree Country, 
Dunkeld. Bring a seat & 

hot water flask for a 
memorable picnic in the 

forest. Meet in Alyth 
Square 12.30 on Saturday 
15th May for car share.  

Further details by phoning 
Ron McGill on 01828 

634114 or 
ron@plumtree.myzen.co.uk 

ALYTH WALKING GROUP 

© S Tait 

© R McGill 
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ALYTH BOWLING & TENNIS CLUB - OPENING DAY FOR NEW SEASON 
President’s wife Mrs Kathleen Turnbull threw the first bowl of the season 
(above), and President John Turnbull congratulated Vice-President David Marsh (right) on winning the game. A very enjoyable day was had by all. 

The Spring Concert was held in 
Alyth Parish Church on March 21st 
2010 at 7pm.  
    A very appreciative audience 
gave the performance an enthusi-
astic reception, which rewarded 
the choir for all the hard work 
during the Winter months. 
   The choir was delighted to have 
the support and wonderful accom-
paniment of the Angus Chamber 
Orchestra, under the baton of new 
musical director Helen Addison 
(pictured left).  
    Soprano soloist, Natalie Mon-
takhab, was given a warm wel-
come on her return to sing with 
the choir, she is a great favourite 
of choir and audience alike and 

the applause for her performance 
indicated the pleasure at her re-
turn. We are very lucky to have 
such talent joining us here in 
Alyth.  
    The choir would like to thank 
those who came and supported us 
on the evening. 
    Please join us at future con-
certs, we need your support to 
continue with Alyth Choral Union. 
Rehearsals for the new season 
commence in the Autumn and you 
will be warmly welcomed to come 
along and join us to make music. 

Janey MacFarlane 

www.aly thchoralunion.org.uk 

ALYTH CHORAL UNION  

Soprano Natalie Montakhab 
enjoyed returning to Alyth, see p14 

© G Robertson 

© G Robertson 
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Alyth Quiz League held its annual presenta-
tion night on 30 March 2010 at the Alyth   
Bowling Club.  
 
At a fantastic fun filled night the following 
were presented: 
 
1. The Scott Walker Memorial Trophy 

winners 'Who Cares' (above photo no.1) 
2. The Treasurers Shield winners of 

knockout competition 'The Three Wise 
Monkeys' (above no.2) 

3. The Balloch Salver winners of the   
second division 'The Three Wise    
Monkeys' (above no.3) 

4. The Champions Shield winners of the 
first division 'Who Cares' (above no.4) 

 
Also presented were 11 cheques each valued 
£190.00 to the following: 

1. Alyth Guide Hut Restoration Fund  from 
the ‘Three Wise Monkeys’ 

2. Alyth Christmas Lights from the 
‘Bowling Club’ 

3. Alyth Christmas Lights from ‘Geo's Bar’ 
4. Alyth Youth Partnership from ‘The 

Blackbird Inn’ 
5. Alyth Youth Partnership from ‘The    

Burnside Inn’ 
6. Alyth Playgroup from ‘The Balloch’ 
7. Kinloch Memorial Hall from ‘The Kinloch 

Hotel’ 
8. Alyth & District Alzheimer's Carers 

Group from ‘Old Mill Legends’ 
9. Maggie's Centre from ‘Ardler Tavern’ 
10. Blairgowrie Cottage Hospital League of 

Friends from ‘Who Cares’ 
11. Perth & Kinross Ladies County Golf 

Association from ‘Strathmore Golf    
Centre’ 

That makes a total of £2,090 distributed to 
deserving causes this year.  
    It has been calculated that since its incep-
tion the Quiz League has donated over 
£20,000 to various good causes both local 
and national. 
     I would like to gratefully thank all the mem-
bers of the quiz league for their outstanding 
generosity in raising such fantastic sums.  
    In conclusion I would also give a hearty 
vote of thanks to our great quizmaster who 
has to deal with all our disagreements with 
humour, and of course rule number 1 
 
THE QUIZMASTER IS ALWAYS CORRECT! 

 
Ian Brodie 

 
Top photo: Alyth Quiz League teams and 

benefactors at the Presentation Night 

ALYTH QUIZ LEAGUE  
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Were you born in  
1969, 1970 or 1971 

and went to  
Alyth School? 

Then you are  
invited to a  

School Reunion on 
 

Saturday  
28th August  

in  
Alyth Town Hall  

 
All prof its in aid of  

Alyth Primary School 
 

80s Disco 
Buffet  

Bar 
Bottle Raffle  
Old Photos  

 
GET YOUR TICKET 

NOW! 
£6 each 

(only 200 avail - restricted to  pupils first) 
 

Get in touch f or  
tickets etc by email at  

 
alythschoolreunion@ 

googlemail.com 
 

or through  
Friends Reunited  

 website  
 

or phone/text 
 

Vicky 
07545 996 178 

 
Paula 

07999 488 988 
 

Irene 
07752 424 637 

 
More details next month... 

 

Alyth School 
Reunion 

Lambing is now past its peak 
here and by the time you read 
this there may be no ewes left to 
lamb, or just one or two strag-
glers. It is a delight to see the 
ewes and their lambs enjoying 
the sun and some lambs begin-
ning to gambol about in gangs. A 
little more warmth and some 
gentle rain, and the grass would 
grow a bit faster, a relief for the 
shepherd and the watchers.  
    The wild boar in the woods 
seem to have finished farrowing, 
though I was surprised to see 
four very new piglets running in to 
join their mother as she came in 
to feed one morning. I admired 
the sleek looking older piglets, 
about three weeks old, well fed 
with their mother’s milk. Already 
these little creatures are trying to 
take hold of the sow rolls and 
chew them. In a week or two’s 
time I expect that they will be 
able to hold a whole roll in their 
mouths and chew it up.  
    The gilts in the Burnieshed 
Den, which came to us here last 
November, have given birth to 
twelve piglets. This seemed quite 
enough for gilts, but looking at 
them more closely I think that 
only four have farrowed. Of the 
remaining two one looks as 
though she may be in pig and the 
other possibly not. This one was 
very small when she arrived from 
Berwickshire. 

    While I was out on the hill re-
cently some of the hoggs began 
to move away from me. One or 
two jumped in the air as they ran: 
I used to think they did it for joy. It 
is said that if ewes jump as they 
run they are not in lamb, which 
seems reasonable. Thompson’s 
gazelles and other antelopes 
behave this way when confronted 
with predators such as leopards. 
An explanation for it is that when 
a predator sees such an obvi-
ously fit animal it will think better 
of chasing it and will prefer to go 
for a weaker one instead. Sheep 
behave the same way, a re-
minder to us of their wild past and 
the fact that they see us, after all, 
as the predators we are. 
    This evening, as I come to the 

end of this piece after a day of 
cold and rain, not at all the 
weather when I began to write it, I 
look back to the sunny day that 
was last Sunday. I visited the 
youngest of the plantations on 
the Bamff hill and watched the 
wheatears; recently back from 
their winter in Africa. Skylarks 
were flying about too, as were 
meadow pipits. Chris Potter told 
me that he saw a swallow at the 
Mill of Fyal on the seventh of 
April, the same day that I heard a 
chiff-chaff sing in the trees by the 
drive. 

Paul Ramsay 
 

Below: Mid-April, I captured on 
camera three beavers , all graz-
ing hungrily on the young shoots 
of sedge. 

PLENTY OF BIRD SONG AND LAMBS  

Members met recently to explore 
the potential of night photography. 
This stunning photograph of the 
moon  was taken by Iain Galbraith. 

    Future meetings and activities 
were discussed and agreed as 
follows.  
Photographic subject to be shown 

at our next meet will be ‘Transport’. 
 
�x�� Meeting 10th May to Bluebell 

Wood  
�x�� Meeting 24th May Den of Alyth 
�x�� Meeting 7th June Windmills at 

Drumderg 
�x�� Meeting 21st June Alyth 

Arches 
�x�� Meeting 5th July Belmont for 

Rhododendrons        
 
In the event of poor weather,   
portraits would be taken inside 
using natural light. 
 
For all outings please meet at the 
Dirliebane Coffee Shop at 7pm 
prompt. 
 
Information on Club activities can 
be obtained by contacting 01828 
634114 or 01828 632010 or e-mail 
ron@plumtree.myzen.co.uk. 
 

Ron McGill / Ian Brodie 

ALYTH PHOTOGRAPHIC CLUB 

© P Ramsay 

© I Galbraith 
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PLEASE GIVE BLOOD  
Alyth Town Hall  

Tuesday 4th May 2010  
5.00pm - 8.00pm  

For further information please visit our website at www.scotblood.co.uk 

 

ALYTH GALA HILL RACE PRACTICE SESSIONS 
Braw Toon Runners are holding practice sessions for this year's Hill 
Race every Thursday in May. Meet at the gates of Victoria Park at 

18:30. Braw Toon Runners also meet in Alyth Square every Saturday 
at 09:30. Contact Ron McGill on 01828 634114 or 

ron@plumtree.myzen.co.uk 

Useful Telephone Numbers 
Airlie Street Hall (contact-Margaret Smith)  - 01828 632256 
Alyth Town Hall (contact: Rosemary  Duncan) - 01828 633846 
Ogilvy Rooms (contact Tina Tripney) - 01828 632717 

Blairgowrie Police Station   - 0300 111 2222 
Perth Police Station - 0300 111 2222  

Hydro-Electric Emergencies    - 0800  300999 
Scottish Gas Emergencies  - 0800  111999 

Scottish Water    - 0845  6008 855 
Alyth Post Office - 01828 632301 

Alyth Health Centre   - 01828 632317 
Alyth Primary School  - 01828 632462 

Blairgowrie High School   - 01250 873445 
Alyth Environmental Group  - 01828 632907 

NHS 24—new 24 hour health service  - 08454 24 24 24 
Anti -social Behaviour Team       - 01738 476173 
If you offer an emergency or breakdown service, send the Voice your name and number. 

ALYTH HEALTH CENTRE 
NEW ALYTH ROAD, ALYTH, PH11 8EQ 

 

Telephone: 01828 632317  
 

Repeat Prescription Line: 01828 633663  
(24 hour answering machine) 

 

Community Nurse: 01828 632425  
 

Health Visitor: 01828 633954  
  

Opening Hours - Monday to Friday 8am to 6pm  
After Hours      - NHS24 tel: 08454 24 24 24  

 

Late surgeries by appointment  
Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday - 5pm to 6pm  

Early Surgeries by appointment 
Blood Clinic - Monday/Wednesday - 8.30am to 9.30am 

 

Strathmore & the Glens Rural Partnership  
 

PO Box 6621, Blairgowrie PH12 8YF 
www.strathmoreglens.org 

or contact Sue Cole on 01828 640763 or sue@strathmoreglens.sol.co.uk 

ALYTH VOICE TEAM  
Editor: 

Paul Ramsay - 01828 632992 - paulramsay@bamff.co.uk 
Compositor/Secretary: 

Irene Robertson - 01828 633045 - alythvoice@alythvoice.co.uk 
Advertising: 

Pamela Luscombe - 01828 633693 - advertising@alythvoice.co.uk 
Marjory Macpherson & Margaret McKenzie  

Distribution:                     Paul & Barbara Prettyman - 01828 633725    
Treasurer: 

Michael Kay - 01828 632252/632690 - michaelkay1@tiscali.co.uk 
Webmaster:                                    Derek  Todd - dhtodd@tiscali.co.uk 

ARTICLE/ADVERT SUBMISSION to the Voice  
In order to avoid disappointment please ensure that articles/ads for publication are 
submitted before the 19th day (10th for colour photos/16th for ads) of each month. 

Note: The views expressed in the Alyth Voice are not necessarily those of the team nor 
can they accept any responsibility for accuracy and spelling of any article. 

Please note ALL  articles must be accompanied with a name and address 
BEFORE they  will be published in the Voice.  

On request, the name and address may  be withheld from publication.  
Any  submission without these details will NOT be included. 

Strict deadlines for submission: 
 

Colour Photos by 0  10th 
Business Adverts by 16th 
All other items by  19th  
 

See this page for contact details 

2010 VOICE DEADLINES  
 

 

*~*~* Dates for Your Diary *~*~* 
 Due to the advance notice of these dates, please check for changes! 
MAY1stCoffee Morning, Airlie Street Hall Alyth Out of School Club 
1st Caring Cuppa Coffee Morn., Burnside Lge - Red Cross Week  
3rd Exercise Class, Airlie Street Hall  Alyth Senior Citizens Club 
6th Rev Rbt Ramsay, Airlie Street Hall Alyth Parish Guild 
7th ‘After Juliet’, Town Hall   Scrap Happy Theatre Co. 
8th Coffee Morning, Airlie Street Hall Alyth School PSA 
9th-15th Christian Aid Week   Alyth’s 3 Churches 
10th Exercise Class, Airlie Street Hall  Alyth Senior Citizens Club 
12 & 26th Volunteer Drop in, Airlie Street Hall Voluntary Action Perthsh. 
13th Jessica’s Bingo Tea, Airlie Street Hall RBLS Women’s Section 
14th Children’s Disco, Town Hall  Scrap Happy Theatre Co. 
15th Coffee Morning, Airlie Street Hall Alyth Tennis Courts 
15th Table Sale, Town Hall   Scrap Happy Theatre Co. 
16th Car Treasure Hunt (see p15) l Alyth Parish Church 
17th Exercise Class, Airlie Street Hall  Alyth Senior Citizens Club 
20th Bingo Tea, Town Hall   BHS Malawi Trip 
20th Neighbourhd. Watch Mtg, Ogilvy Rms EPNWA 
22nd Coffee Morning, Airlie Street Hall 2nd Alyth Brownies 
23rd  Better Place to Live Fair, Town Hall Alyth Community Council 
24th Exercise Class, Airlie Street Hall  Alyth Senior Citizens Club 
26th AGM Geo’s Bar, Airlie Street  Alyth Christmas Lights 
29th Coffee Morning, Airlie Street Hall Alyth Scout Group 
29th Guides - Open Day, Airlie Street Hall Alyth Friends of Guiding 
30th Parade & Gala in Diamond Jubilee Park Alyth Gala 
30th Drama Workshop, Town Hall  Scrap Happy Theatre Co. 
31st Lunch Club, Airlie Street Hall  Alyth Senior Citizens Club 

Sports and Health Fair  
Alyth Primary School 

11th May 6.30 - 8.30pm  
Admission Free! All ages welcome! 

A Community Event Organised by Alyth Primary School and Parent 
Council 
�i �� Demonstrations, homeopathy, complementary therapists, local 

health information, quiz, games, re-cycled sports equipment stall 
�i �� Find out about local sports clubs 
�i �� Raffle - more than 20 great prizes for adults and kids 
�i �� Lots of freebies 
�i �� Bring your bike and helmet and enter the bike challenge - prizes to 

be won 
�i �� Try-it-out sports - give something new a go 
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Squeaky Clean Services 
Clean windows, keen prices! 

 

David Nixon 
Window Cleaner 

 

12 Princes Croft, Coupar Angus 
 Perthshire, PH13 9EH 

 

Tel: 01828 628754 
Mobile: 07756881560 

 

Licens ed & Insured 

TOSH TILING SERVICES 
 

CERAMIC & NATURAL STONE, 
KITCHEN & BATHROOM 
WALLS & FLOORS  inc.  

CONSERVATORIES 
TILE REPAIR & REGROUTING 
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

WORK 
 

FREE QUOTES 
 

CALL SANDY 01828 632424  
OR MOBILE 07835443561 

 

Irene Robertson Tel: 01828 633045 

w w w . cla ss icw e bdesigns. co. uk 

Smarty Paints  
Painters & Decorators  

 

Free Quotations  
We stay until the job is finished  

 
Cairnleith House  
Cairnleith Street  
Alyth  
 
Please contact  
 David Mitchell  
 

Tel: 01828 633472 (evening)  
Mobile:07793 553147(day)  
email:  
dav id.wmitchell@btinternet.com  

 

BIOLOGY/CHEMISTRY TUTORING 
 

A recently retired University academic 
(also qualified secondary school 
teacher) offers tutoring for Standard 
Grades and Highers.  

High success rate in 2006-2007 
 

Tel: 01575 560 333 

Shear Success,  
12 Airlie Street, Alyth. 

 01828 633234. 
Business Hours 

Tuesday: For apt tel either 633234, or 
Nicola direct on 07928 111 933. 
Wednesday. Wendy 9 - 5.30pm. 

Friday. Wendy 9 - 5.30pm. 
Saturday. Wendy 9 - 1pm 

ALYTH POST OFFICE 
GALLERY  

Airlie Street 
Tel: 01828 632301 

 

New range of Ling Cards 
 

Come in for a browse and a chat. 
 

GREETINGS CARDS 
New issues of National Geographic, 
Medici and Scottish National Trust 

cards now available. Also a wonderful 
new classic series of event cards, en-

semble and Wordsworth greetings cards 

ALYTH WINS 
ELECTRICITY 
CHALLENGE 
PRIZE! 

In October 2007 Hydro Electric challenged Alyth, 
along with a community in England and in Wales, to 
reduce their electricity within a 2 year period by 10% 
to win a £20,000 prize. 
     We did well, but despite a lot of effort by every-
one by the end of the 2 years in October last year 
we still had not quite met out target, but amazingly 
almost immediately in the following 3 months 
(December to February) we consistently beat the 
10% reduction target and Hydro Electric have gra-
ciously honoured their promise! 
    So well done Alyth and thank you for all your hard 
work – we are officially the first community in Scot-
land to reach such a target.  
    Not only have we reduced the town’s electricity 
consumption, and made us a greener town in the 
process, but this challenge has allowed the town to 
knock tens of thousands of pounds off its cumulative 
annual electricity bill, meaning more money in eve-
ryone’s pocket! 
    Last year AEG held a series of voting events to 
let the community decide on how the £20,000 re-
ward would be used if we won the prize. The over-
whelming result was a desire to see the reward go 
towards energy efficiency, or renewable energy 
generation measures for the scout and guide huts. 
AEG are now in discussion with both groups to ask 
how they would intend to use the money to help 
reduce carbon emissions.  

Clive Bowman 

FREE SCOTTISH HYDRO SHOP 
VOUCHERS & FREE THERMAL 
IMAGING OF YOUR HOME 
Is your fridge or freezer more than 10 years old and 
on its last legs?  Has your telly given up the ghost? 
As part of the ongoing energy reduction program in 
Alyth, ACAT can help reduce the cost of replacing 
your old, energy hungry appliance with a new, en-
ergy efficient one.  Come in to the Hub to chat to 
one of the Energy Advisors for more information- 
you could be entitled to money-off vouchers (up to a 
third of the value) from the Hydro Shop towards a 
new ‘A’ rated appliance.  
    We are pleased to be able to offer 20 Alyth resi-
dents the chance to receive a FREE thermal imag-
ing photograph and thermal efficiency report, which 
normally costs over £300. Thermal imaging shows 
areas where heat loss is occurring through the 
walls, doors, windows and roof of your home and 
our trained advisor will be able to discuss the results 
with you. Thermal imaging is taken in the early eve-
ning, takes less than an hour, and does not require 
access into your home. You will need to put the 
heating on for 2 hours or so before the pictures are 
taken. If you are interested please call Rachel on 
07763 813334 or speak to one of our advisors at the 
Hub. This offer is only available for the month of 
May, so don’t delay! 
    The Hub (on Airlie Street next to Geo’s Bar) is 
open Wednesday and Saturday 10-12. 

Rachel Bower, Energy Advisor, ACAT 

It’s Spring again at  
Glenshee Pottery 

 

We have a new look! 
Paint a Pot, great for both adults and 

children, fun for a rainy day. 
Bookings now being taken for small 

groups, birthday parties, Ladies 
night/day out. 

 

Starting with a Spring Sale 
We are open 7 days a week until 

23rd December 2010 
 

Contact Diana or Jennifer  
Glenshee Pottery 

Glenshee, By Blairgowrie, PH10 7LP 
 

01250 882238 

 

 

Registered Childminder  
has Part Time/ Full Time 

spaces available. 
 

 Tel: 07523 279 065 
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Divorce & Family  Law 
Court Representation 
Accidents & Employment Law 
Wills & Private Client  
Property  Services 

 
2 8  W e l lm e a d o w ,  B l a i r go w r i e   

Tel: 01250 874441 
 

www.hodgesolicitors.co.uk 

HODGE  
SOLICITORS LLP 

 

Charles A Davidson 
 

Blacksmith, Welder & Fabricator 
 

Gates and Rails made, erected and repaired 
All fabrication and farm work undertaken 

 
Tel: 01828 632948 

Mobile: 07957 766546 

MURRAY PENNYCOOK  
Est. 1975 

Plumbing & Heating 
 

Gas . Oil . Solid Fuel  
Central Heating Installations  

 

Rhones . Leadwork . Drains  
 

Free Estimates  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tel: 01828 632 135 
Mob: 07850 733481 

Meigle Road, Aly th, Blairgowrie PH11 8EX 

DAVIDSONS CHEMIST  
9 Airlie St, Alyth   

 

Tel 01828 632302 
 

PRESCRIPTIONS DISPENSED 
 

DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE 
 

Minor ailment service and advice always 
available from your local pharmacist 

G CLARK  
PLASTERING & TILING  

Walls & floor tiling 
Harling 
Coving 

Plastering 
Dry Lining 

Ames taping 
Wet Dash 

NO JOB TOO SMALL  
   FREE QUOTES    

 

TEL:01828 633970 
     or 07821294678   

 

All Breeds W elcome  

Services Range From  
 

Cleaning, Hand Str ipping, shampoo 
Grooming, Tr im, Styling, Conditioning 

Thorough Dead Hair  Removal, De-matting 
 

Professional Equipment Used For 
All That Your Pet Requires  

 

T.L.C For Your Best Fr iend,  
Your Dog  

 R. L. Ford  
 Berkely Boufs  
 Berkeley  
 St Ninians Road,  
 Alyth   01828 633271 
 www.ber kelyboufs.co.uk 

Berkely Boufs 
Dog Grooming 

Established 1980 

Electrical Contractor  
E.C.A. Registered and Approved 

 

Stewart MacDonald  
8 Cambridge Street, Alyth PH11 8AW  

 

Telephone  01828 632 995 

Mobile Hairdresser  
Member of  FHBF  

(freelance hair and beauty federation) 
Colouring, perming, setting and 
hair up for that special occasion. 

Up to date on the latest hair trends. 
Now working in Shear Success on 

Tuesdays only, contact number below or 
the shop.  

Call Nicola for a price today on 
07928 111 933 

 

J B BUICK  
 

All types of building work undertaken 
New build  Renovations  Conversions  

Garden Walls   Extensions  
 

Free Estimate 
 

 Local Builder since 1975 
Tel 01828 632661 mob 07540926699  

The Community Council is pleased to be hosting the 
better Place To live Fair once again. This annual 
event is the showcase for Alyth.  
    The fair will take place on Sunday 23rd  of May 
2010 at the town hall between 12.30pm and 4pm. 
    Please be sure you book your table in order to 
promote your group or organisation. There are only 
twenty tables available. 
    Contact  our secretary Sanjay Samani, to reserve 
your place, or any of your Community Councillors. 
Entries by Thursday 20th May, please! 
    We hope that as many people as possible will 
come along and see what Alyth and district has to 
offer. The 20/20 Group will be present and will an-
nounce the findings of their recent door to door sur-
vey. 
 Please come and chat and pick up lots of informa-
tion! 

The returns from the community questionnaire have 
been flooding in and are being collated ready for 
display at the Better Place to Live Fair on Sunday 
May 23rd 2010 from 12.30 to 4.30pm. 

    Make sure you come along and vote for your 
favourites on the day! You’ll be amazed at the sug-
gestions – all designed to make Alyth an even better 
place to live in the future. 

ALYTH CHRISTMAS LIGHTS  
The Annual General Meeting will be held on 
Wednesday 26th May 2010 at 7.30pm in  

Geo's Bar, Airlie Street. 
    Owing to the sudden tragic death of the         

Chairman, Ricky Don, there will be much business 
to discuss and decisions to be made, therefore a 

large turnout is requested. 
     The Christmas Lights are for the enjoyment of all 
the community and the Committee hope to encour-

age offers of help and support from the townspeople 
to ensure that the Lights are the success they have 

been over the past years. 
Mary Hogg - Secretary 

BETTER PLACE TO LIVE FAIR  
SUNDAY 23RD MAY 
ALYTH TOWN HALL  

Community Survey Results!! 
COME AND VOTE 

 FOR YOUR FAVOURITES!!! 
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Enjoy a meal in our superbly appointed clubhouse 
with spectacular panoramic views of the course. 

The welcoming restaurant / bar is also open to non – golfers, 
who can enjoy the extensive new menu in place. 

  
Specially designed to host events up to 100 people, Glenisla’s 
superbly appointed clubhouse and extensive facilities cater for 

any function or meeting. 
 

Glenisla Golf Course, Pitrocknie, Alyth, PH11 8JJ  
Tele: 01828 632445 

www.golf -glenisla.co.uk  email: info@golf -glenisla.co.uk  

THE ISLA PARISHES  
Attention all you gardeners!! The annual Plant Sale and Coffee Morning 
are in Ai rlie Village Hall on Saturday 8th May f rom 10.00am to 12noon.  
Some of  the congregation has been beavering away potting up their seed-
lings and growing on plug plants of  a high standard and large variety which 
are well acclimatized to this part of the Scotland. The usual stalls will be 
well laden and the goodies are much sought after, as indeed is a welcome 
cup of coffee and home baking.    
    The monthly Songs of Praise was held in Glenisla Church on 28th March 
when the Reverend Linda Stev ens of The Glens and Ki rriemuir Old Parish 
Church led the Service.  She conducted a beautiful Service of the Lambs 
and spoke about  farmers, shepherds and their flocks in this area and in the 
biblical sense. On 25th April the congregation will welcome the pupils and 
staff of the Isla Primary who will be in church to lead praise. This is always 
a well supported event.  Mrs.  Philippa Gammel, Glenisla, leads the May 
event on 23rd of  the month and Reverend Robert  Ramsay and the Inver-
gowrie Church Choi r will be in Glenisla on 27th June. The Songs of 
Praises all begin at  6.30pm. 
    Airlie Church sees a welcome return to a monthly evening service at 
6.30pm on the 2nd Sunday of the month, the nex t one falling on 9th May. 
The 21st annual Ruthven Music Festival starts on the evening of June 
11th with an orchestral concert featuring BBC Young Musician of the Year 
2010 finalist from Glenfarg, Joe Norris.  Saturday June 12th is Master 
class Day for 'cellists to be led by Korean 'cellist Su-a Lee and Sunday 
afternoon's orchestral concert will also feature performances by young 
musicians accompanied  by the Ruthven Festival Musicians. For more 
information see page 27 or contact Evelyn Hood on 01828 632558. 
    After over 1000 years of history, Ruthven Church - the fourth church on 
its site by the River Isla - is soon to be closed as a place of worship.  All 
who have links past and present with Ruthven Church will be most wel-
come to attend the final service. Look out for posters in Alyth with the date 
and time of this service.  
    Another reminder for your diary is the Fashion Show by Innovations of 
Perth which will be held in Airlie Village Hall on Fr iday 29th October.  This 
is a new venture for the Isla Parishes.                             Jenny Ralston 

 
 
 
 
 

OUR NEW SPRING/SUMMER MENUS  
ARE NOW AVAILABLE  

Pick one up from t he restaurant today  
 

WE ARE DELIGHTED TO ADVISE ALL OUR CUSTOMERS THAT WE 
ARE NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A W EEK FOR DELICIOUS FOOD 

THROUGHOUT THE DAY  
 

Opening Hours  
Monday/Tuesday  - 10am – 5pm  

 

Wed/Thurs/Fri/Sat  - 10am – 9pm  
(From 5 -9pm we serve delic ious evening meals)  

 

Sunday    -  10am – 6pm   
(From 4pm – 6pm we serv e Tradit ional High Tea)  

 

We are proud to inform you that we are certified 
Cittaslow supporters 

 

Bringing you the best of local produce, cooked traditionally 
and 

served throughout the day by our attentive and friendly staff. 
 

Call us now to reserve your table 
On 01250 873232 or email:  theantiquary08@aol.com 

 
 
 
 
 

Lower Mill Street, Blairgowrie PH10 6AQ Tel/Fax: 01250 873232 
 email: theantiquary08@aol.com 
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- VOICE TEASER -  
  

What is the origin of Gow’s Cairn? 
~~~ 

Answer to last month’s Teaser – The Glebe? 
 

Lat. Glebam, accusative of gleba, a clod—through Anglo-French. The 
Alyth glebe is almost half an acre under the legal minimum, even 
though it includes, on the north, the bank outside the wire fence down 
to the top of an old stone dike. But originally it doubtless included the 
two roads to the Manse from west and east. Certainly old people re-
member when the east entrance was merely a track in the glebe, which 
included the ground close to the houses in Hill Street. It included also 
the ground occupied by the reservoir, and a small strip put into the road 
to give access to the reservoir. 

[Extract from Meikle’s Places and  Place-Names Round Alyth’ 1925] 

ALYTH SHOW INDUSTRIAL TENT 
South Balloch  

Saturday 19th June 
www.alythshow.co.uk 

Not long to go now until Alyth Show day and everyone is getting ready 
for a busy time in the Industrial Tent.  If you can cook, bake, take pic-
tures, arrange flowers, knit, sew or paint there is a class for you! The 
entry fee is £3.50 and is for as many classes as you wish PLUS you 
get free entry into the show ground!  Children's entries (for under 14 
classes) are free.  There are small cash prizes for each class.   
    With recent good weather we are looking forward to matching the 
wonderful response we had in the photography classes introduced last 
year. 
    In case you can't find that perfect recipe for the winner, we have a 
class which provides the recipe!  For the choc-a-holic bakers in Alyth 
there is even a class for “best use of chocolate”  - the only limit is your 
imagination!  (I wouldn't like to be the judge on that one!) We always 
have some beautiful entries in the Floral and handicraft sections and 
this year will be no exception. If you would just like to see what our 
local people can do this is THE PLACE to be!   
    Our Judges this year are Maureen Mooney, former head chef of 
Lands of Loyal Hotel, May Hadden, Anne Steel, Frances Fleming from 
Peel Farm, Rhona Milne from the Dirliebane and Sharron Baron from 
Netherton Nursery and we would like to thank these busy people – 
your job won't be easy! 
    There is no charge to come in after the judging is finished to admire 
the work. 
    New for this year, the tent shall also include a craft tent and cook-
ery demonstration area  which will be a fabulous opportunity to 
watch local artists and chefs at work.  No matter the level of your 
cooking everyone is bound to learn a trick or two. 
    Please also have a look at our new website for the whole show 
www.alythshow.co.uk 
    For all those wishing to enter any classes for the Alyth Show Indus-
trial Tent, forms can be collected from the Dirliebane Cafe.  The forms 
can also be downloaded from  www.alythshow.co.uk or contact Ca-
triona Ronald on 01828 632266 catronald@btinternet.com 
    Entries for the children's colouring picture should be submitted and 
the picture will be returned with class cards. Entry cheques should be 
made payable to "Alyth and District Farmer's Show Society". For any 
further information, please call Catriona, she'll be happy to help! 

Amy Skea 

ALYTH & DISTRICT BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
Notice of Office Bearers and Committee Members after the Annual 
General Meeting held on Tuesday the 30th of March 2010 
Office-Bearers 
Chairperson                  Mr. Douglas McNicoll. 
 
Vice-Chairperson         Mrs. Flo. McNeil    Tel: Alyth 632986 
 
Secretary /Treasurer    Mr. Michael Kay   Tel: Alyth 632252/632690 
                                                          Email: michaelkay1@tiscali.co.uk 
Committee 
Mrs. J. McGill, Mrs. M. McNicoll and Mr. C. Macdonald 
 
There are still three vacancies on the Management Committee, if any 
paid up member would wish to fill a present vacancy on the committee 
could they please contact the Secretary. 
    Will businesses in the Alyth & District Business Association area 
please note that their subscription renewals for the year 2010 are now 
due. If any business or business proprietor did not receive the March 
2010 newsletter can they please contact the Secretary on 632252/ 
632690 for this oversight to be corrected.                       Michael Kay 

JAM IN THE DEN 
Saturday 24th July 

We would like to thank all businesses and people who donated prizes 
to our recent Bingo Tea and to all who turned out to support us. We 
know it was a change of venue for you and hope you didn’t mind too 
much. 
    Hoolie in the Hall - we recently held one of our hoolies and we would 
like to thank you for coming to support this. We were let down by a 
couple of bands leading up to the night but the final blow came at 6pm 
on the Friday when the guitarist with Mamas Little Helpers backed out 
and let the band down, and sadly due to this they were unable to per-
form. However that did not stop us!! We carried on and had a great 
night with our 2 remaining bands. Firstly big thanks to Kevin Thomson 
for an amazing acoustic session that went down a bomb, and then 
Sonnet 65 who carried on and played for just over 2hrs - we cannot 
thank you all enough. Big thanks also to Sandy McCurdy, you are a 
little star,and we would be lost without you! Many thanks to Burnside 
Inn and staff for the bar. 
    We are on track for Jam in the Den and have a few more fundraisers 
coming up, so come along and join us. 
    Next event Karaoke Race Day Sunday 2nd May at the 
Burnside Inn 2.30pm. any info contact jamintheden2008@tiscali.co.uk 
or 07763211551.  Why not check out our Facebook page? 

SCRAP HAPPY  
THEATRE COMPANY  

 
After two very successful trips to Alyth Town Hall, the Scrap Happy 
Theatre Company is very pleased to be coming back on  

May 7th 
 at 7.30pm to present ‘After Juliet’ by Sharman Macdonald. 
    The play will be performed by the teen section of the company and 
this one act play is based on an idea of what may have happened after 
the story of Romeo and Juliet. 
    We do hope you will come along and enjoy the play; tickets are avail-
able to buy at the Dirliebane Café - cost £4. 
 

    On the 30th May 2010 
we will be holding a drama workshop for children 8+ at the Town Hall. 
We will looking at a variety of skills – acting, mime, movement, script 
writing and a chance to perform a short demo at the end of the work-
shop to which parents/carers are invited.  
    Numbers for the workshop will be limited so please book early. The 
cost of the workshop will be £5 and application forms are available from 
claire.bee@tesco.net or please phone 0774 3816540. 
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CANINE CUTS DOG 
GROOMING AND 
MICROCHIPPING  

 
We cater for all shapes, sizes and 
ages at our fully equipped shop. 

 

We offer Clipping/Hand 
Stripping/Grooming/Dematting/

Bathing/etc 
 

Open Mon-Sat,  
Evening appoints available 

 Mon-Wed 
 

Pick up and delivery possible 
Mondays and Wednesdays 

 

3 High Street, Rattray 
TEL : 01250 872040 

http://canine-cuts.webeden.co.uk/ 
 

 

Home of Zorgs 
Rottweilers and  

Skye Terrier 

CORNERSTONES 
MONTESSORI Nursery 

 

Loonbrae, Ashgrove Rd Rattray, 
Blairgowrie 

 

Now taking registrations for August 2010 
session. 

Free places for all 3 – 5 yr olds. 
 P/T & F/T places available for 

 2 year olds  
Specialising in active, outdoor learning in 

garden and forest environments. 
 For more information contact Jane or 

Hayley on 01250 876165  
or email us at 

taysidemontessori@btinternet.com  

Ash Chimney 
 Systems

 
 
 
 
 

Call Simon on 
01382 580245 or 07709-340575 

Professional Chimney Sweep 
Prompt and reliable –  

a clean sweep guaranteed. 
Pots, Bird guards and Cowls fitted. 

Flat to Rent    
2 bedroom flat in Alyth available end of 

March.  Gas central heating, double 
glazing and shared garden 

Freshly decorated and well maintained 
£400 PCM. Deposit and references 

required  

 tel 01828 632 661 for details  

JP Discos & Karaoke 
 

All functions catered for. 
Party Nights, Weddings 

Karaoke and Discos 
Now taking bookings for Christmas 

 

Call Jackie   07753 236 703 
     01828 628 444 

For all your joinery services: 
 

Home Improvements 
Fitted Kitchens 

AW JOINERY  

01250 870 693  
07876 133 342  

www.aw -joinery.com  

ALYTH HILL USERS GRO UP 
(AHUG)  

The Alyth Hill Users Group (AHUG) is being recon-
stituted.  It was agreed at a public meeting on March 
17th to reconvene the group, and the first meeting of 
the new group was scheduled for April 29th. The 
group will provide a voice for the people of Alyth to 
put forward any views, comments, concerns etc in 
relation to the Forestry Commission’s management 
of the Hill and the Westfield Estates land. The FC is 
keen to encourage this.  
    Suggestions are invited as to how the two pieces 
of land allocated for community use might be put to 
best use for the people of Alyth and others who use 
the Hill.  
    The aims of AHUG, which was originally set up in 
2008, were: to protect and conserve Alyth Hill; to 
encourage and improve reasonable access for lei-
sure pursuits; to encourage the use of the area for 
educational purposes; and to work in partnership 
with all other interested parties. 
    The FC’s plans, which show the two areas desig-
nated for community use as well as the areas to be 
planted with trees, can be seen in Alyth Library. The 
minutes of AHUG meetings are also available in the 
library.  

Marian Bruce, Chair, AHUG  
Mobile  07917 430 200   

email info@driftwoodscotland.com 
 

ALYTH GALA UPDATE  
Sunday 30th May  

 

A fun day out for all the family! 
 

The events for the Gala on 30th May are finalised. 
Here is a list of what awaits you in the main ring at 
your 2010 Gala. 

 
1230 – Parade sets off from Airlie Place 
1300 – Start of Fun run in park 
1320 - Scottish Country Dancers 
1345 – Alyth Majorettes 
1400 – Army Cadets drill display 
1420 -  Linda Grant Dancers 
1430 – Start of Hill Race 
1440 – Look up attraction 
1500 – Blairgowrie Drum Corps 
1520 – Alyth Pipe Band 
1540 – Scottish Country Dancers 
1600 – Falcon Display 
1630 – Children’s tug of war 

 
We are still looking for volunteers to help marshal 
the parade from Airlie Place. Please come forward if 
you can assist - telephone 01828 633884. 

Stuart Clark 

 

SAVE MONEY!  FEEL WARMER!  
GET YOUR LOFT INSULATED TO A THICKNESS OF 11 INCHES.    SLOPING CEILINGS TOO.  

FREE SURVEY   –   CALL CHARLIE DOBB    01828 632764    cpdobb@btconnect.com  

James Pirie & Son 
“We’re always pleased to meat you” 

39/43 Church Street, Newtyle, Angus 
Telephone: 01828 650301 

Email:jamespirison@btinternet.com 

�x�� SCOTTISH 
SAUSAGE 
CHAMPION 

�x�� International Gold 
Medal Winner 

�x�� 120 Award 
winning Products 

�x�� SCOTTISH 
HAGGIS 
CHAMPION 

�x�� Award Winning 
Dry  Cured Bacon 

�x�� 38 Varieties of 
Sausage & Burgers 

Registered childminder now  
has vacancies. 

Full or Part time 
 

Tele: 07743628785 
or 

01828 633744 
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 Ogilvie Garden Services 
Over 20 Years Experience 

Fully Insured 
Member of Better  

Business partnership 
Priced to Please –  

All Agreed Upfront 
 

Grass cut, hedges cut back and 
reshaped, flower and raised beds 

created and all other outdoor jobs. 
 

Garden furniture collected, delivered 
and erected. 

 

Ground clearance service for building 
plots or new allotments. 

 Call Anytime  
: 01828 670273   
/  07946 446103 
omsinfo@btinternet.com 

A wide range of Sisal, Seagrass 
and Coir in Broadloom & Runners.  

Prices starting from £11.95/m² 

N 
E 
W 

The Mill Shop 
Belmont Street  

Newtyle  
 Wool Carpet Specialists 
 Large range of carpet and vinyl  
Professional fitting. Affordable  

 
 
 
 

OPEN HOURS  
Monday - Thursday 8.30am - 5pm 

Friday 8.30am - 4pm 
Saturday 10am - 4pm 

01828 650 541 
www.millshop -newtyle.co.uk  

Carpet Care Carpet Care Carpet Care  

Carpet, Upholstery and Leather  
Cleaned and Protected 

Neil Stewart 
Call for a Free Quote: 

01828 632771 or 01250 875216    

 

MURDO FRASER MSP  
MID SCOTLAND & FIFE  

 For help and advice ~ Look for details of regular surgeries in the local press.  
To arrange a meeting you can contact Murdo on 01738 553990  or write to him at  

The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP; or e-mail him at murdo.fraser.msp@scottish.parliament.uk 

Tayside Rabbit Control  
 
Free Rabbit Control with ferrets 
 
*Effec tive rabbit control 
*Environment friendl y 
*Total respect for land  
    and property assured 
Contac t 
taysiderabbiter@googlemail .com  
Phone: 07922 060218 

WEE 
MACHINES  

(ALYTH)  
 

MOBILE SERVICING & REPAIRS TO:  
 

LAWNMOWERS 
RIDE-ON MOWERS 

STRIMMERS 
CHAINSAWS 

AND MOST SMALL ENGINED 
GARDEN MACHINERY 

ATV’S, QUADS, & BUGGIES 
 

REASONABLE RATES 
 

Mob:  07783 626321  
Email: 

jimsweemachines@btinternet.com  

 

Complementary Therapist 
Sally Robertson  

 

‘relax & be pampered’  
Reflexology/Aromatherapy/Swedish Massage 

 

Tel: 01828 640201  

I&D Insurance  
Services 

 

We have secured special rates for 
All PH, DD and KY postcodes 

 

Extremely  competitive premiums for both 
Household and Private Car 

 

Quotes provided without obligation. 
Going on holiday?  

Let us arrange your travel insurance. 
Your local broker serving your local community 

16 Airlie Street 
Aly th 

01828 633000 
Email: IandDinsurance@aol.com 

 
 

Stressed out? No energy?  

Try Tai Chi 
Slow, gentle exercise suitable for 

all ages. 
 

Classes held in the Ogilvy Rooms, Alyth 
 

Fridays 2:30 - 4:00 pm 
£5 per session 

 

Beginners Welcome 
Contact Lilla on 01250 873007 

Dirliebane Coffee 
Shop 

Market square, Alyth 
 
 

Sit in or Take away 
 

Open Mon - Sat  
9am to 4pm 

 

From 2nd May open  
Sundays  

12noon to 4pm 
 

01828 633644  

GOLF TUITON  
 

Michael Rae PGA Professional 
Alyth Golf Club 

 

£15 per 1/2 hour lesson 
Special offers on block 
Lessons also available 

 

CALL 01828 632411 
 

SPECIAL  
One lesson for £10 
With this advert . 

 

ALYTH LADIES 
KNITTING FOR CHARITY 

I cannot believe another year has passed – 
must be age!! However, to celebrate the 

magnificent effort that you and your friends 
have made to date over the last 3 years – 

our window in Hobbies this year will showing 
the world how the Ladies of Alyth have 

achieved a magnificent donation of knitted 
goodies ranging from baby garments to 

blankets, most painstakingly knitted from 
oddments of wool of 6”  squares to single 

bed 6x4 feet(96 squares ) or cot sized 4x3ft 
(48 squares). So many jumpers cardigans, 
scarves and bonnets, hats and gloves, mitts 

– I cannot itemise, or thank the faithful 
personally, wish I could!  

I will continue as long as there is the goodies 
being knitted, but as ever we will always 
appreciate more donations of wool. Enjoy 
the warmth -  from the sun – hopefully. 

Yours ever, Susan Dawson  01828 633239, 
e-mail susanshell@btinternet.com 
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�y�� 4WD Specialist 
�y�� Cars & Light Goods Vehicles 
�y�� Servicing and Repairs 
�y�� Bike & Car MOT Testing 
�y�� Tyres & Exhausts 
�y�� Bike & Car Oils 

www.goodgaragescheme.com  

Courtesy Car Av ailable  

SOLUTIONS  
WEBSITE IS NOW  
UP AND RUNNING. 

LOG ON TO  
 

www.alythsolutions.co.uk  
 

for your business  
or personal 
solutions 

 

Tele: 01828 633065 

 Jonathan Treffry  
Installations  

 
 

...Bespoke and conv ent ional Kit chens, Bat h and  
Show er Rooms, Replacement  Timber W indows,  
Int ernal and Ext ernal Doors, Fit t ed W ardrobes  
and Bookcases, Timbe r De cking, Property  
Renov at ion...  
 

Prompt reliable serv ice with  

Free Quotations  
01828 632608  
Web:  www.jtreffry.com  

 
 

Mobile: 07740 291538  
 
      49 Airl ie St reet ,  
 
      Aly t h, PH11 8AJ  

ROBERTSON’S DAIRY  
BALKEERIE  

BY GLAMIS FORFAR  
Tel/fax 01307 840431 

Suppliers of mil k, cheese, butter, cream, 
eggs, yoghurts, rolls, & many other dairy 

produc ts to Pri vate Houses, H otels,   
Restaurant,  schools, Nursing Homes, etc . in 
Alyth, Blairgowrie, Coupar Angus , Burrelton, 

Woodside, Meigle, Newtyle and  
Auchterhouse 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Open 7 nights a week from 5pm serving freshly 
made pizzas and pastas 

Also available: chicken and fish dishes • 
 veggie options • gluten free pizzas and pastas 

 

All dishes available to take away! 
We also do Kiddies ‘Make Your Own Pizza’  

Birthday Parties at weekends & school holidays 
 

2 Courses plus 1 drink = £11 Sunday to Thurs 
To make a booking, or order a t akeaway, 

call  Helen  on  07871221599  

CAMPBELL GERRARD 
FENCING CONTRACTOR 

 

TEL: 01575 574284 
MOBILE : 07977 316035 

 

******  

All types of agricultural and garden 
fencing & gates supplied and erected. 

 
******  

Patios, Decking, Gravel Work,           
Drystone Dykes and Landscaping  

 

******  
 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Part time person wanted to help with 
vegetable garden. (3 miles out of 
Alyth). About 10 hours per week 

depending on the season. 
Gardening experience not required 
but must be willing to learn and to 
be flexible with working hours. The 

work includes tidying, compost heap 
management, some digging, 

planting and sowing of seeds. The 
rate is £6 per hour paid weekly.  
Please contact  : Anne Fedele,  
The Steadings – Auchteralyth   

01575 530 474 

CHRISTINES BEAUTY 
TREATMENTS 

 

Enjoy a professional treatment in 
warm relaxing surroundings with a 
personal touch day/evening 
appointments to suit 6 days a week. 

**Now Available** 
Swedish Body Massage 

Nouveau lash extensions & blink & go. 
Full range of waxing 
NSI Acrylic/Gel Nail Extensions 
Fabulous Facials 
Eye treatments incl Tinting & Perming 
Heavenly Bodies Spray Tanning 
Make-Up 
Manicure 
Pedicures 
Packages Available 
Gift Vouchers 
 

Call anytime for more information or call in. 
 

Tel:- 01828 640662 
Mobile:- 07902009177 
Christine Churches  
“The Pines”, Meigle Blairgowrie, 
PH12 8RN 

Geared up for: 
Walking, climbing, travel, 
camping, trekking, snowsports. 
 

22-24 Whitehall Street  
Dundee, DD1 4AF 
t: 01382 221 153   www.tiso.com 

Association of Blairgowrie 
Craftworkers 

 
Are you a craftworker looking to 
sell your work? 
Do you work to a high standard? 
Would you like to meet like-minded 
people? 
 
then the Association of Blairgowrie 

Craftworkers is for you.  
 
For further information contact:  
Sidsel Thome on T: 01250 874924, 
E: sidselthome@hotmail.com  or, 
Teresa Donald on T: 01250 873744 

E: teresa@pinesoft.net 
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JIM MORRICE  
 

Saxophone, Flute and 
Clarinet Tuition 

 

Tel:01828 633 137 
 
 

Beginners Welcome! 

 JOHN SWINNEY  
Your local Member of the Scottish Parliament for North Tayside is here to help you. 

You can contact John at 35 Perth Street, Blairgowrie, PH10 6DL  
Tel. 01250 876576  Fax. 01250 876991  

email john.swinney.msp@scottish.parliament.uk 

 

MADELEINE McINTOSH 
 

FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER 
 

FOR ALL YOUR FOOTCARE  
REQUIREMENTS  

 

TEL: 01250 872005 
Mob: 07904 382 840 

DO YOU NEED  
JOINERY WORK? 

 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
FREE ESTIMATE 

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
TEL ALLY 

MOB  07523002756 
HOME 01828 632581 

ZAP TOOLS 
TOOL HIRE 

89 Airlie Street, Alyth 
 

All kinds of gardening, building, decorating 
& cleaning equipment 

Also: pressure Cleaning, Stump Grinding, 
Garden Maintenance etc. 
FOR HIRE & SALE  

Tel: 01828 634174  Mob: 07895 053838  

ROGER 
DECORATORS 

Est - 1984 
PROMPT FIRST CLASS W ORK 
From QUALIFIED TRADESMEN  

Tel: 01828 632879 Mob - 07870586287 
 

SIMPLY THE BEST  

RENDEZVOUS 
**HAIRDRESSER** 

 

59 Airlie Street, Alyth.  
Tel: 632097 

 

Open Tues - Sat 
 

Gift Vouchers Available 

David Scott Ltd  
FUNERAL DIRECTORS  
& MONUMENT AGENTS  

 

Also Gol den Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans  
 

7 Toutie Street Alyth 
Call f or appointment 

 

Our staff are happy to assist with all enquiries 
A 24 hour service is maintained on 

01828 633 433 

Bamff Wild Boar 
Forest-Reared & Free Range 

 

To buy wild boar meat contact Connie: 
 

01828 632056 
conniewgoodwin@yahoo.com 

 

Please call, email or see website for  
prices and further information 

www.bamff.co.uk 

www.alythscouts.co.uk 
 

SCOUT REPORT 
Appreciation of other parts of 
the UK can lead to a greater 

understanding of our own national identity. Our su-
perbly organised Cub Leaders, who are light years 
ahead of their older counterparts, observe the occa-
sion of Patron Saint days and run a programme for 
their charges accordingly. And so it came to pass on 
St Patrick’s Day the programme had a liberal sprin-
kling of four leaf clovers, leprechauns and yarns on 
St Patrick. This was further put into practise with an 
Irish “dance” . Now tripping the light fantastic does 
not normally rate high on the requirements of either 
a Cub or Leader, but when the emphasis is on the 
“ tripping”  rather than the “ light”  or even “ fantastic”  
we excel in prestigious quantity. Having enquired 
the name of this traditional aspect it was revealed 
that it was more an interpretation of that culture 
rather than a specific dance and so was nameless. 
But after the exploits experienced, I rather suspect it 
will now bear the proud title of “Akela’s Irish Dance” . 
I felt quite sorry for the Cubs, as judging by the ex-
pression on their faces they didn’t know to laugh or 
keep a straight face. I am sure Akela would be de-
lighted to demonstrate this cultural ritual to anyone 
who might wish to enter the field of choreography. 
And yes, I will shortly be leaving the country and 
hopefully before she reads this! 
    The Scout Troop, ably assisted by members of 
the Explorer Unit, ran a car wash at the Fire Station. 
We are once again indebted to members of the Fire 
Service for giving us the use of their premises and 
helping out when things got busy. It was with a feel-
ing of dread that only 4 of the younger Scouts 
turned up at the start. But how they stuck in and as 
the day gradually progressed more guys turned up. 
Come lunch time, some of our younger members 
headed off for sustenance, and to my pleasant sur-
prise, all returned half an hour later ready to do 
battle again. And still the numbers increased.  Come 
closing time, we had a formidable turnout of 14 for 
which I was delighted and my back was even more 
pleased. Well done to all the Scouts and Explorers 
who turned up and pitched in, you were a credit to 
the movement. We raised £260 which is a fantastic 
response and my thanks to all who brought their 
vehicles and my apologies to those who had a few 
“grey bits”  when the car dried off. My lasting me m-
ory of the day is a mental picture of one of the 
younger Scouts, who, closely supervised by an 
Explorer, standing in front of a car with a hose over 
his shoulder. When the Explorer turned the hose on 
for him, as he couldn’t reach the trigger, the kick 
knocked him back and a jet of water went straight 
over the car and soaked 3 guys who were standing 
in front! And the best bit is not a drop hit the vehicle! 
Priceless!!!!!! 
(See photo page 27)                     Ron Kirkpatrick 

Gavin Tripney  
Joinery Services 

All types of joinery work considered 
25 Parkside Road 
Alyth 
Ph11 8BX 
Tel      01828 632754 
Mobile 07849616860 
tripneys@hotmail.com 
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Your Letters  Don’t have access to email? 
It’s free in the Airlie Street Library 

ALYTH AMATEUR FOOTBALL CLUB 
Alyth Amateur  Football Club would like to 
thank the following businesses  for  their kind 
donations for our Bingo Tea on March 25th 
2010:- 
Alyth Beauty Studio, Alyth Bake House, Alyth 

Chip Shop, Alyth Hotel, Alyth Post Office, 
Athole Bakery, Scotmid, Cost Cutters,     

Davidsons  Chemist, Dirliebane, Hobbies, I&D 
Insurance, Cathy Ford, Losset  Inn,  

Megs Minimarket, Rendezvous, Royal Bank of  
Scotland, Shear Success, Singing Kettle, Sims 

Ironmonger, Solutions and Spar. 
 

We raised a grand total of £355. 00. A big 
thank you to Kathleen Smith for volunteering to 
go round all the shops  and not forgetting all  
those people who turn up every month to   
support our Bingo Teas. 

F. Badzmirowski,  Club President 
 

THANK YOU 
The wonderful total of £650.21 was raised at a 
coffee morning on Saturday 17th April in aid of 
‘Tools for Tonga’ – thank you to everyone who 
helped in any way, it’s very much appreciated. 

Barbara Lovegrove 
 

SLOGAN FOR ALYTH  
We are looking for a slogan that would help promote 
Alyth to the wider community. Visitors and local 
residents often ask us to put an Alyth message on 
to various products such as shopping bags & shirts 
which are available in our shop. 
    Can you think of a catchy slogan or saying? We 
have prizes for the best suggestions, so why not 
have a go, you never know yours might be the one 
that is seen throughout the world. 
    Other Towns & Villages have done this to good 
effect, as was pointed out in the letters page in last 
month’s Voice,  so why not ALYTH?! 
     Pop your suggestions into Solutions at 17 Airlie 
Street Alyth PH11  8NY or e mail  
alythsolutions@aol.com or to the Alyth Voice  

Dennis Melloy 
 

THANK YOU 
The Kinloch Memorial Hall Committee, Meigle, 
would like to thank the Alyth Pub Quiz League 
and especially the Kinloch Arms Hotel, Meigle, 
for the very kind donation they gave us to go 
towards our hall refurbishment. Thank you 
very much, Elaine Sturrock (Hall Sec.) 

 
Alyth Guide Hut Restoration Fund 

THANK YOU 
To everyone who supported our Race Night in 
Alyth Bowling Club on 27th March. To every 
shop, business and individual who donated 
prizes. To David Barclay and Graham Arnold 
for their essential help. And a huge thank you 
to Alyth Bowling Club for everything they 
helped with.  
The fund is progressing well and an update will 
be included in next month’s Voice. Dawn Tosh 

ALYTH CORAL UNION SPRING CONCERT 
21 MARCH 2010 

It was an absolute pleasure to return to Alyth 
to sing the lovely programme put together by 
Helen Addison.  The choir were sounding bet-
ter than ever and I thoroughly enjoyed the 
concert.  If any of you can make it down to 
Glasgow in the summer, I'd love to see you at 
our performance of 'Le Nozze di Figaro' by 
Mozart on June 26, 28, 30 and July 31st; see 
www.rsamd.ac.uk for more details or call the 
Box Office on  0141 332 5057. 

Best wishes, Natalie Montakhab 

THANK YOU 
Mitchell 

Thanks to everyone who sent me good wishes, 
cards, flowers etc. while I was in hospital and 

at home afterwards. I am making good  
progress, thanks.  Elma Mitchell 

THANKS 
I would like to thank everyone who showed 

their support to the BHS Malawi Coffee morn-
ing on 3rd of April 2010! We raised a fantastic 
£626! The group are making the trip to Malawi 
in June of 2010 and I think it is fair to say that 

we are all hugely excited!! 
Kyle MacIntyre 

 
“WISH LIST” RESPONSE 

We would like to respond to your ‘wish list’ in 
the February edition for a dentist, and invite 
anyone who would prefer to be registered lo-
cally with a dentist, to register with us at Blair-
gowrie Dental Care.  We realise that we are 
still a bus or car journey and not on your door-
stop as your dentist once was, but we would 
be delighted to welcome you into our practice.  
For more information, please see our advert on 
page 24 or visit our website at 

www.blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk 
Vicky McLean 

 
 THANK YOU 

To Amanda, Rab & Staff at the Losset Inn, 
Alyth. A big thank you for making my hus-
band’s 40th surprise party a huge success. A 
great night we all had, the food was fab and 
music too, keep up the good work and wish 
you all the best. Many Thanks  

Mrs Laura Shepherd (Blairgowrie) 
 

ALYTH CHRISTMAS LIGH TS 
Thank you to the Alyth Quiz League who     
invited us along to their Presentation Evening 
on Tuesday 30th March at the Bowling Club. 
Thanks to the two teams who nominated the 
Christmas Lights as their chosen charity and 
presented us with cheques. Mary and I had a 
great time and managed to answer a few ques-
tions as well! Thanks again, Liz Gordon 

ALYTH SHOW SCHEDULES  
Saturday 19 th June 2010 

Schedules are now available for 
Cattle, Sheep and horses 

From Secretary:  Muriel Greenhill, Tel: 01828 
632348, Email-muriel@loyalhouse.fsnet.co.uk 

or download at www.alythshow.co.uk 
 

LINTROSE Garden Opening 
Coupar Angus, Perthshire  PH13 9JQ 

by kind permission of Mrs Riddell-W ebster 
 

Sunday 23rd May 2010 
2 – 5 pm 

This garden has not been formally opened to the 
public for over 40 years, so this is a very rare  
opportunity to see a glorious garden full of      

magnificent specimen trees and swathes of wild 
flowers, as well as formal gardens, one of which 

leads to a lovely waterfall. 
Admission: £3, Tea and Biscuits £1.50 
Children under 16 Free, Plant Stall 

In aid of  
www.erskine.org.uk 

Scottish Charity 
No: SC006609 

(If unable to attend donations gratefully received) 
 

ALYTH ARTS GROUP  
Alyth Arts Group, who meet on Tuesdays 
between 10am and 12 noon at the Commu-
nity Wing of the Primary School, will be meet-
ing on 25th of May, 8th,15th, and 29th of 
June. We will also be exhibiting our work on 
the 22nd of June in the Airlie Street Hall. 

 

Further information is available from Janet 
Weir, Adult Learning Worker at the Rowan 
Bank Community Learning Centre, Newton 
Street, Blairgowrie. 
 
Blairgowrie H.S. Malawi Links Project 

BINGO TEA 
 Thursday 20th May 
Alyth Town Hall, 7-9pm 

Bring own cup and refreshments will be provided.  
 

TENNIS COURT UPGRADE 
Thanks to all those who attended our Spring   
Concert. We raised in ex cess of £550. Particular 
thanks to George Annan and Perthshire Youth 
Brass, Alyth and District Pipe Band, Pipe Ma-
jor Charlie Munro, Kyle and Jackie Macintyre and 
Kayleigh Moran and the Linda Grant School of 
Dance. It was a great night with fantastic entertain-
ment and thoroughly enjoyed by all! Thanks also to 
Lunan's and the Dirliebane for selling tickets and to 
Paul's Spar and Co-An UK Ltd and all those who 
donated raffle prizes. Shona Kilgour 

COFFEE MORNING 
Our nex t fundraising event is a Coffee Morning in 
the Airlie Street Hall on 15th May. Look out for 
a 24hour Bowling Match, a 24Hour Badminton 
Match and a Stovie dance (dates to be confirmed) 
 

MEIGLE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
COFFEE CAR WASH

Saturday  15th May, 10am - 12noon 
Car wash @ £4.50, cake and candy,  

lots of stalls and kids' activities 
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MUSIC EXAMINATIONS  
Mrs Susan Marsh is pleased to announce the 
following successes in the recent  Associated 
Board of the Royal Schools of Music ex aminations: 
Karen Arnold           Grade 1 Piano (Merit) 
Rachel Houstoun    Grade 3 Piano 
Emily Hood              Grade 5 Theory of Music 

(Distinction) 

Public Notices  ROYAL VISIT PHOTOS  
capturing the Prince Charles & Camilla  

(Duke & Duchess of Rothesay) unveiling the Alfred 
Anderson Memorial Cairn and the Town Hall reception 
afterwards on 1st October 2006, are compiled in to an 

album and can be viewed in ALYTH LIBRARY  

 

Alyth 
Parish 
Church  

Sunday Service 11am  
(1st Sunday of each month 6pm Evening 

Service except June, July, August) 
Crèche available at Morning Services 

Prayer Meeting Thursdays 10am 
Sunday School 11am 

~~~  

THANK YOU  
Thank you to everyone who joined us during Holy 
Week and Easter Services. The Primary Sunday 
School collected 100 chocolate Easter eggs to 

give to Children in Ninewells Hospital and     
Belmont Castle Care Home residents, and our 

Mercy Ships Easter breakfast raised £240.  
~~~ 

CAR TREASURE HUNT  
Sunday 16th May 
Look out for posters 

or telephone 
Audrey on 01828 633161 for details 

~~~ 

GUILD  
Thursday, 6th May at 7pm 

in the Airlie Street Hall. 
Guest speaker will be Rev. Robert Ramsay 

Saturday, 12th June at 10am 
Spring Coffee Morning, Airlie Street Hall 

~~~ 

FAM ILY HISTORY PROJECT  
Photos, parish & burial records, memorabilia 

OPEN WEEKENDS 
Saturdays 10am - 12noon 

Sundays 2pm - 4pm 
 

www.alythparishchurch.org.uk  

ALYTH SENIOR CITIZENS’  

LUNCH and SOCIALISING CLUB  
(Perth & Kinross Healthy Communities Project) 

LUNCH DATES 

31 May (+AGM), 28 June, 26 July, 
30 August, 27 September  

    at 12.30 in Airlie Street Hall, £2pp  
Tel. Jackie Doe 01738 473 146  

EXERCISE GROUPS 

3 May  
(£2.00 per session) 

10, 17, 24 May & 7, 14, 21 June  
(£2.00 per session or £9.00 payable on 10 May) 

AIRLIE STREET HALL 
Active Sessions 10am, Gentle Sessions 11am 

ALYTH PLAYGROUP  
for Children from 2 years old 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 
9:15 - 11:15 

Alyth Community Wing 
Qualified Playstart Staff 

 Some places are still available and we can take  
applications for children turning 2 within the  

next school session. 
Contact Amy Skea 01828 633821  

ST NINIAN’S  
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
The church will be OPEN 

for private devotion every Sunday  
4th Apr il - 31st October  2010 

12.30pm to 5.30pm 
Also Thursdays 11am - 12noon 

Disabled Access by St Ninian’s Rd gate. 

 
ST NINIAN’S  

EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 

 
SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

2nd May 2010 
The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Book of Common Prayer Communion 
 

9th May 2010 
The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

              11 am Sung Eucharist 
 

16th May 2010 
The Seventh Sunday of Easter                                
           11 am Sung Eucharist                             

 
23rd May 2010 

Day of Pentecost - Whit Sunday 
11 am Sung Eucharist 

 
30th May 2010 
Trinity Sunday 

10.30 am Joint Service / St Anne’s Coupar Angus 
 

Every Thursday      11 am Morning Prayer 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME 
Rector: The Very Revd Kenny Rathband 

Tel: 01250 874583 
Email: abcsaints@btinternet.com 

Diocesan Website: www.standrews.anglican.org 

 

SOFT TENNIS 
Soft Tennis is played all year round in the 
Airlie St Hall on Thursdays, 2.30pm to 4pm. 
Mostly for fun. If you want to try your hand 
come & join us. Equipment available. Wear 
soft shoes. £1.50 per session. 

ACAT OPENING HOURS 
Please note ACAT opening hours at 

The Hub in Airlie Street have changed for  
Autumn/Winter. 

ONLY OPEN Saturday & Wednesday 10 - 12 

JESSICA’S BINGO 
A Bingo Tea is to be held in the Alyth Town Hall on 

Thursday 13th May which we have named  
Jessica's Bingo, in memory of Jessica Edward, 

who played a big role in the many activities in Alyth 
and especially the British Legion Women’s  

Section. We intend to use the funds raised to place 
a bench in Alyth dedicated to her as a reminder to 

all of her hard work in the community. 

 

ALYTH CHRISTMAS LIGH TS 
200 CLUB - March Draw 
Thanks to staff and customers at 

The Dirliebane for presiding  
 

1st -  £50 -  022 - Mrs K MacGregor 
2nd - £30  - 063 - Mrs M L Nicoll 
3rd -  £20 - 126  - Mrs S Don  
 

Thanks to everyone who has returned their payment for 
the 200 Club. If you have not done so yet can you 
please return it to me asap. 
    There are still some numbers available, so if anyone 
would like one and be included in our draws please get 
in touch. Thank you. 

Liz Gordon - Treasurer 

Alyth Mothers & Toddlers Group 
Alyth Mothers & Toddlers Group is open to all 

parents of children under 5 years old and 
meets 3 times a week in the Ogilvy Rooms, 
Commercial Street, Alyth (go up the steps 
between the Alyth Museum & Fergusons),  

10am - 11.30am on Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Fridays. Cost per session: £1 for adult & 1child, 

50p for 2nd/subsequent children. 
Tel: 01828 633537 for more details. 

RED CROSS WEEK 
The Caring Cuppa Coffee morning will take place 

on Saturday 1st May 
 at Burnside Court Communal Lounge from 

10am till 12 noon. 
Home baking, and a raffle.  

Donations gratefully  received 
Contact Anne on 01828 632915 
   Betty on 01828 640465 

ALYTH IN BLOOM  
A.G.M  

Tuesday, 25th May,  7pm, BURNSIDE INN 
Interested?  Join us... 
Tel.  01828 632749 

Marguerite McKenzie,  Chairperson 

 

I am looking for a garage or lock up 
for keeping my motorbike 

either just for myself or sharing with 
somebody else that has the room to 

spare in theirs  
Please contact   
07845 175 981  

Paper Boy/Girl Required 
For Weekly Paper Round  

Must Be 13 Years And Over  
Contact Anne on 01828 632321 
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WRVS   
Books on Wheels 

Can’t get to the library?  
We deliver books to your door... 

Books – in normal or large print / Audio 
Books – cassette player req. / Music CDs 

and Videos  
Telephone 01250 872905 for details 

GEO’s BAR GEO’s BAR GEO’s BAR    
& & &    

THISTLE LOUNGETHISTLE LOUNGETHISTLE LOUNGE    
AIRLIE STREET, ALYTH  

   Tel : 632276     Fax: 633939 
Email: thisletopia@aol.com 

Lounge available for 
meetings 

FOOTBALL ‘ LIVE’  
on Digital & Five 

Airlie Computers  
Simon Bogle  

 

FULL RANGE OF COMPUTER SERVICES FOR 
HOME & SMALL BUSINESS USERS  

 

We have moved. Note  new  phone number  

 Tel: 01575 560466   Mob: 07732 524139  

www.airliecomputers.co.uk  

9.00am to 9.00pm. Monday  to Saturday 

                    GEORGE W. RENNIE 
                      2 St. Malcolm’s  Wynd  

                    Kirriemuir 
 

          Tel: 01575 573292 
          Mobile: 07711 818238 

 

Repairs Spares & Servicing Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Tumble dryers & Vacuums. 

Cycle Repairs & Spares by  Post 
mary .rennie@tiscali.co.uk  

OLD CINE FILM REELS & SLIDES TO DVD: - 
 

 EXCELLENT RESULTS  
REASONABLE COST AND NO V.A.T!  

DO BEFORE THEY FADE AWAY!  
013397 41214 BOB THOMSON (EST. 1969)  

BRAEMAR  

 

Helen Hally CA 
South Street, Burrelton 
Tel: 01828 670294 
 
For all your business 
needs including 
accounts, taxation, 
payroll, VAT 

REIKI for HORSES  
 

Renew al, transition, contact, 
interaction, communication, 

rapport, rhythm, emotions, mind, 
revitalise, calm, connect. 

 
 

nat1960@btinternet.com  
01828 632360 

PAUL’S SPAR STORE 
CONVENIENCE & OFF LICENCE  

 

10 Commercial Street Alyth 
 

NEW LOTTERY TERMINAL NOW INSTORE  
 

NEWSPAPERS * GROCERIES* CARDS * BEERS 
WINES & SPIRTS *MOBILE TOP UPS*GAS/
ELECTRIC/ TV LICENCE /ETC PAYMENT 

FACILITY AVAILABLE  
 

CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS WELCOME WITH 
CASHBACK ALSO AVAILABLE  

 

Opening times 
Mon-sat 6.00am-10.00pm, 

 Sun 7.00am-10.00pm 
Tele 01828-632321 

 

Experienced Learning Support 
teacher offers tutorials in 

Basic Reading Skills  
 and Maths.   

All ages. 
 Reasonable rates. 

  Contact 01828 632376 
 

Experienced Teacher offers 
tutorials in German, Spanish, 

French and English for  
Non-native Speakers.  

 All levels and ages. 
Reasonable rates. 

 Contact 01828 632376 

CHRISTIAN AID 
WEEK 

9th – 15th MAY 2010 
 

Representatives from our three local churches, St 
Luans, St Ninians and Alyth Parish are about to     
embark on the annual door to door red envelope    
collection. This collection has been ongoing in Alyth 
and District for well over 45 years and it is regarded the 
best way to reach out to all people by giving every 
household the opportunity to donate and so be       
included in Alyth’s contribution towards helping the 
world’s poorest communities. Last year through Alyth’s 
generosity £3289 was raised in this way. This could not 
have been achieved without the dedication of our faith-
ful team of collectors who dutifully perform their task, 
nor could it have been done without the caring people 
of Alyth who reach into their pockets and give. 
    Christian Aid week this year is focusing on poverty 
and highlights on its new redesigned Christian Aid 
envelope the dire circumstances whereby children play 
regularly alongside running sewage and have no fresh 
water supply. One of Christian Aids many, many    
functions is in funding long term development work 
such as helping to provide fresh water systems. 
    Please help to  boost Alyth’s contribution towards 
this funding by continuing to give what you can this 
Christian Aid Week. Please also consider signing the 
Gift Aid envelope attachment whereby tax on your 
donation may be reclaimed. 
    Grateful thanks go to all supporters of the past and 
to those of the present. 

Nan White – Local Organiser 

LUNANS NEWSAGENTS 
 

8-10 Airlie Street Tel: 01828 632330 
*Opening Times* 

 

Open 5.30am - 5pm Mon - Fri  
 5.30am - 3pm Sat   7am - 12.30pm Sunday 

 

Deliveries locally and Glenisla 
 

NOW DOING: Morning Rolls, Filled Rolls, 
Pies, Sausage Rolls, Pasties, etc 

 

 All year  newspaper  & magazine deliver ies 
 A great selection of cards, wrapping paper  

and gift bags for  every occasion 
 A wide selection of stationery 

 

Now Stocking:  
 

Local Hero by Martin Mackay.  
 A History of Blairgowrie Juniors. 

Sheila Stewart - Pilgrims of the Mist 

CHARITY LUNCH 
with speaker                      

 QUINTIN  JARDINE   
Sunday 20 June 2010 

1.30p.m 
Huntingtower Hotel, Perth 

 

To celebrate 25 years of Home-Start Perth 
Quintin Jardine, best- selling author of the Bob Skinner 
novels will join us for lunch. The 20th Skinner epic: “A 
RUSH OF BLOOD”  will be released on June 10th and 

books will be available to purchase, which Quintin will be 
happy to sign. 3 course lunch, coffee & chocolates  
Limited tickets £30 each (table of 8-£225)  with all 
proceeds to Home-Start Perth Tel: 01738 638 847 

 

BOWEN TECHNIQUE 
 

 An extremely gentle f orm of body work 
 which is suitable f or ev eryone, f rom 
 pregnant women to newborn babies; 
 f or the y oung and not so young.  It can 
 help recov ery from sports injury to 
 chronic illness including:- 
 

* back pain and sciatica 
*  digestive and bowel problems 
* migraine headache 
* f ibromy algia and chronic f atigue 
 sy ndrome 
* knee, ankle and f oot problems 
* neck and shoulder problems; RSI; 
 tennis & golf er's elbow 
* respiratory problems and hay f ever 
* menstrual and hormonal irregularities 
 Please contact: -  
 Judith Bryden MA(Hons)BTAA  
 01250 876345 



17 

 CARAVAN WASHING  
 

The safe and effective way to wash 
your caravan. We use specialist tripod 
ladders that never touch the bodywork. 
Our petrol driven powerwash system 

means we don’t depend on onsite 
water or electricity. 

 

We also clean Boats, Polytunnels, 
Vans, Commercial and Private Bins… 

in fact i f it’s big and dirty, we can 
clean it! 

 

Member of the Better Business 
Partnership. 

Priced to Please.  
 

Call Anytime : 
 01828 670273 / 
  07946 446103 
omsinfo@btinternet.com 

Whut’s the best gemme o’ them a’? 
Yaird-on, tak’-oot, fire or dra’ – 

on summer nichts it’s simply bra’, 
a boolin’ chiel tae be. 

 

Wha, wi’ back agin the wa’, 
the winnin’-shot will strangly dra, 

never gi’es the shot awa? 
He’s the man fur me! 

 

Wha kin bool the rinnin’-shot; 
fire-an’-burn whin things get hot; 

chap-an’-lie – find onie spot? 
Wish that man wis me! 

 

Wha plays best whin in a hole, 
concentrates on every bowl, 
trails the jack tae tak’ a toll? 

Let him bool fur me. 
 

Wha bools on a Monday nicht, 
aye keeps everybody richt, 

throws them wide, an’ short an’ ticht? 
But this he disnae see. 

 

Wha aye blames the ither’s bools, 
crankie rinks, an’ bumps an’ holes, 
prove themsels tae be the fools – 

lackin’ dignity. 
 

Wha’s aye on the winnin’ side, 
never short, or ticht, or wide, 
fulls yer hert fair fu’ o’ pride? 

Him, ah waant tae see. 
 

Wha’s the skip wha never cheats, 
shak’s the hand o’ a’ he meets, 
never moans, an’ never greets? 

Unique, ah think ‘he’ll’ be. 
 

Wha juist fires an’ rins amuck, 
mak’s a’body jook an’ duck, 

an’ then gets lollies fur tae suck? 
Hope that man’s no me! 

 

Wha’s the yin, fair fu’ o’ pride, 
aye the best in onie side, 

wears a hat twel’ inches wide? 
Ah’m shair ye’ll ken wha’s he. 

 

Wha directs frae ower the wa’, 
kens the hand, the wecht, the dra’, 
O’ whit he’s duin, fair likes tae bla? 

But, on the rink, wha’s he? 
 

Some tend tae spray thir bools aboot, 
an’ each yin tak’s a different route 

like leid-shot frae a twel’-bore’s spoot – 
a skip’s nichtmare they be. 

 

“ Mind yer grass!  Control yer wecht! 
Yer een are squint, yer bools are strecht! 

Tae bool wi’ you’s an awfie fecht!” 
A skip’s lament that be. 

 

“Ye urnie up, ye muckle gowk! 
In front o’ a’ thae boolin’ fowk; 

It’s deep-doon noo we’ll hae tae howk- 
gae sell yer bools… or dee. 

 

Ye’re short again, ye big galoot! 
Ye’re bloakin’ every body oot! 

Oor chance tae win’s noo up-the-spoot, 
Thir’s nae-wey-in fur me!” 

 

Body-language says a lot, 
hit them hard wi’ a’ ye’ve got; 

mak’ thim think ye’re whut ye’re not – 
con them constantly! 

 

Some times ye’re gubbed… ach!  It’s no sair, 
ye’ll aye keep coming back fur mair; 

and whin ye win, it’s awfie rare! 
Come, try the bools an’ see. 

 

PETS PANTRY 

 
19 High Street, Blairgowrie 

 

Tel: 01250 870772 
Keith Nicol 

R. D. BuildersR. D. BuildersR. D. Builders   
 

 
For Free Estimates 

Tel: 01828 632231 or  
Mobile 07729924784 

19 Tay Road Alyth, Perthshire PH118EB 

Stonework 

Extensions 
Renovation

s 

Harlin
g Etc. 

AIRLIE GARAGE 
ALYTH 

Telephone: 01828 633363 
 

Servicing, Mechanical &, MOT Repairs 
Welding  & Steam Cleaning 

Panel Beating, Spray Painting and 
 Restoration. 

All Jobs Considered 
 
 
 
 
 

Free Estimates 
Tyres at competitive prices 

Winter Tyres Studded and Wheels Balanced 
Breakdown Recovery and Car Transportation Service 

Quality Used Cars For Sale 
Open 9 am ‘til late 

Number 5  
Toutie Street, Alyth 

 

CHIROPODY, SUGARING, FACIALS  
EYELASH/BROW TINTING ,  

 MANICURE, PEDIC URE by CREATIVE NAILS  

*now available*  

Tantrick (Spraytan)  £20 
 

**Late Nights Tues. & Thurs.** 

Tel: 01828 632297 

 

 

 

 
 

Specialised Dementia Care  
in a Domestic Setting 

 

�›DAY CARE  
�›RESPITE CARE 
�›RESIDENTIAL CARE  

 

All bedrooms en-suite: Beautiful Enclosed Gardens : 
Home Cooking & Baking with Choice of Menu:  

Trained Staff to promote independence and choice. 
 

www.hopeparkhouse.com 
Tel 01250 872349 

Balmoral Road, Rattray, Blairgowrie  

“Number 62” 
--------------------  

The little Christian Bookshop 
62, High Street, Blairgowrie. PH10 6DF 

 

Books: Cards: Bibles: Gospel Music 
Bible Studies 

Courses to help Enquiries 
Christianity Explored and Alpha. 

Innov ative ideas to teach children about 
the Bible and a Growing selection of 

children’s books 
 

Open Monday to Friday  
10:00 to 12:30 - 2:00 to 4:30 

Closed all day Thursday  
and at 12:30 Saturday 

Email: number62@tiscali.co.uk  
Telephone:01250 873509  

 
 
 

CAKES FOR ALL OCCASIONS 
 

 Range of Gluten Free Products Available 
 

14 AIRLIE STREET,  ALYTH  
TEL: 01828 632426 

www.cakesbysally.co.uk 

IN  NEED  OF  A  CLEANER? 
why not call in Country Cleaners! 

regular  or  one off c leans 
businesses or  household c leaning available 

no job too big or  too small 
Trustwor thy, reliable 

reasonable rates 
all staff secur ity checked, fully insured 

for  more information, call Vikki on 
07933502965 
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Pattern Imprinted Concrete Specialist 
 

“ for all your paving solutions”  

 

�x�� Pattern Imprinted Concrete  
�x�� Block Paving  
�x�� Slabbing  
�x�� Gravel  
�x�� Brick Work  
�x�� Picseal – block enhancement  
�x�� General Outdoor Maintenance  
 

Need your outdoors/garage tidied up?  
Junk needing skipped  

Garden rubbish removed  
Gutters cleaned 

Power washing: patios etc 
If you need a man with a van -  call  us.  

We can help you!  
 

No Job Too Small!  

Free Estimates / Free Surveys 
 

Barry McLean:   

 01828 633215/07738181237 

email – info@denwelldriveways.co.uk  
www.denwelldriveways.co.uk  

For all new customers 
 

20% Discount on all repairs  
on production of  this voucher  

Tel: 01250 873280 Mob: 07935740733 

Laptops, PC's & Servers:  
Repaired, Data Recover y, 
Virus Removal,  
Networki ng Soluti ons, 
Custom Builds for all your 
Home or Office needs. 

e mail: graem e@gdbcomputers.co.uk 
www.gdbcomputers.co.uk 

Voucher c ode:  AV001VA 

 

DENNIS MELLOY  
Local Councillor Strathmore Ward  

 

Can be contacted at  
17 Airlie Street,  

Alyth 
 
 

OR CONTACT ON 
 

Mobile no: 07786674776 
or  P & K Council on 01738 475 034 

A FRACTURED VERTEBRAE 
IS A RIGHT “PAIN IN THE NECK” 

Continued from last month…  
My husband bought me an electric bed and I got 
home and am being thoroughly spoiled. I get up 
when I like, go back to bed any time and no house-
work allowed!  My husband enjoys making different 
soups, so I have even lost that job.  My soup was 
always ‘Intilt soup’, everything in the vegetable rack 
went ‘intilt’. He even made jam for the first (and last) 
time.  I have learned quite a lot of new skills, I can 
pick up a peanut with my long grabber (hand exten-
sion), hook my clothes from the radiator with my 
stick, so will maybe take up fishing.  When I come in 
with a bag of messages I tie the handles together, 
put it on the floor, hook one of my sticks in it and 
shout “Walkies”  and off we go.  (It doesn’t stop at 
every corner).   
    We went to the Remembrance Day concert in the 
CairdHall and were at the Presentation Dance at our 
bowling club.  I managed to “shooglearound”  for 4 
slow fox-trots.  We have invitations in for three 
Christmas parties, one of them on my 82ndbirthday.  
I am looking forward to wearing the new dress which 
I bought for a wedding and couldn’t attend.  One 
Burns’ Supper is also booked.  NO more T.V. lifting 
for me!  
    During my stay in hospital I was quite over-
whelmed by the amount of visitors, flowers, sweets, 
biscuits and cards, even one from my Credit Com-
pany saying “Get well soon or we will go bankrupt” .  
Every one of my family ca me up from Lanarkshire, 
even my newest great grand-daughter Eloise, five 
weeks old and a wee charmer. 
    Yesterday my M.O.T. was due at the Health Cen-
tre and the bad news is I have shrunk 5” , Ugh!.  I will 
have to start walking about in the house with my 
hands clasped behind my back, (thanks for the tip, 
Agnes) to stop me curling up like a wilk.  I am using 
one longer stick outside now and it’s making a differ-
ence.  The good news is,I am down in weight and 
am now size 14.  Most of my life I have been a size 
16, struggling not to be an18.  Santa has already 
brought me a lovely, fashionable, black trouser suit 
size 14 and a Next blouse to wear with it, just how 
lucky can you get.  My life couldn’t be better.  My 
dad always said “What can’t be cured must be en-
dured” .  No mumping about your lot, you just got on 
with your life and were encouraged to look on the 
bright side.  When I think of all the folk born handi-
capped, I thank God every day for the good health 
and wonderful life He gave me. 
 

Tips for surviving a fractured vertebrae: 
 

�x��Keep you sense of humour! 
 

�x��  Always carry a plastic bag in your pocket, put it 
on the seat when you sit down (bus, car etc.)  and 
you can birl with no danger to your back 

 

�x��Cover chairs you use at home with plastic bags 
 

�x��Buy satin under-wear and sleep-wear, so that you 
get into bed with ease and satin blouses for under 
jumpers and cardigans for easy removal 

 

�x��Might buy satin curtains at the Scouts jumble sale 
and patent B B’s (bum birlers) and make loads of 
money for our Church funds!!              Joy Dewar 

www.acgaccountingservices.co.uk 

Market Square, Alyth, Perthshire, PH11 8AA 

Tel.: 01828 632309  Fax: 01828 632609 
 

Garden Centre Now Open 
 

Fresh selection of Shrubs,  
heathers & alpines. 

Bedding plants from Mid April. 

Special Offer 
 

Compost 3 for £12 
 

Open Monday to Friday  8.30am - 5.30pm 
Saturday  9am - 5pm  

Now open Sundays 12.30 -4pm 

 GRANGEMOUNT  
      CATTERY  
         Aberbothrie, Alyth 

 SPECIAL DIETS CATERED FOR  
     INDIVIDUAL HEATED CHALETS  

Set in the quiet rural setting of beautiful Strathmore 
 PERSONAL ATTENTION  

FROM THE OWNERS 
DENNIS & LIBBY ME LLOY  

Tel: 01828 632284 
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Alyth Garage 
 

Garage Tel - 01828 633783         ( 24 hours)  

 
Alyth Garage • Cambridge Street • Alyth • Perthshire • PH11 8AW 

Your Local, Friendly, Family Run Business. 
 
 

*Servicing starts from £79.95 *  
 

Timing Belts, M.O.T Prep, .M.O.T.s, Clutches,  
Servicing, Repairs, Work Vehicle Contracts,  

Motorbikes, Brakes, Exhausts, 
Engine Diagnostic Checks, Tyres, Horse Boxes. 

 
 

All Major Credit and Debit Cards Accepted!!! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alyth Road, Rattray 
 

WE ARE NOW OFFERING TERRIFIC  
SPRING SPECIALS 

 

-ENJOY A TWO COURSE SENIOR CITIZENS LUNCH 
PLUS TEA OR COFFEE FOR ONLY £6.00  

MON-FRI 12-2:30PM 
 

CHOOSE FROM HOMEMA DE SOUP OR ICECREA M 
AND A CHOICE OF MAIN COURSES. 

 

-EARLYBIRD DISCOUNT  
10% OFF ALL FOOD BILLS  5-6 PM DA ILY 

 

RECEIV E 20% OFF OUR SUNDAY ROAST WITH 
THIS ADV ERT AVAILABLE EV ERY SUNDAY  

12-8:30PM. NORMALLY 2 COURSES FOR £9.95.  
Cut out and take on your next visit. 

 

Call 01250 875502 or email  
info@theoldcrossinn.co.uk   

  
Visit website: www.theoldcrossinn.co.uk   

for more information  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Hotel and Restaurant 
 

w w w . l a n d s o f l o y a l . c o m 
 

Tel: 01828 633151   info@landsofloyal.com 
 

Enjoy lunch outside in the sunshine 
Food served all day everyday from our 

Great value Summer menu 
Individually priced dishes 

 

All welcome 
 

The Lands of Loyal – The Right Choice 
 

Come to our Garden Open Day - Sunday 27th June 
 

100's of Plants for Sale with Food and Refreshments 
served all day inside and out 

As well as supporting Scotland’s Garden Scheme we 
will also be fundraising for Help for Heroes 

 

Bring the children to Captain Hogwash's pirate training 
camp, by Jock Ferguson of Herald Events Who will 
entertain and exhaust the children as they practice 

swashbuckling in the garden. 
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ST. Gardening   
&  

Maintenance  
 

Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming, 
Weed Control, Flower Beds, 

Fencing, Slabing…  
Any Job in and around the garden.  
All work completed to the highest 

standard. 
All waste removed from site and 

recycled. 
 

CONTACT  
Ev enings:  01828 633719 
Daytime:  07980789139 

Email:stgardening@orange.net  
 

FREE ESTIMATES 

 

Ian Miller Councillor for Strathmore  
 

Surgery at Alyth Town Hall (Old Chambers) on 1st Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm 
or Contact by Tel: SNP Office: 01250 876576  Home: 01250 873304  

P&K Council: 01738 475018 or Email: imiller@pkc.gov.uk 

ALBA LOGISTICS  
PRESTIGE DELIVERY AND 

COLLECTION SERVICE  
 

Come to us for a fast, personal service. 
We transport goods and equipment quickly and reliably, 

specialising in weekend, evening and short-notice 
deliveries. 

We are a fully insured, family-run, Alyth-based 
enterprise. 

 

Tel: 07724430770 / 01828 633347 
albalogistics@btinternet.com 

 

J. & M. KAY 
 

Ladies & Gents Hairdressers 
13 Airlie Street, 

ALYTH.  
 

Telephone 01828 632252 

 

www.lmhomeimprovements.co.uk 

Buy Design 
 

19 Airlie Street, Alyth 
 

Tel: 01828 633511 
 

Handcrafted gifts and 
jewellery. 

 

Repair and  
commission service 

available. 
 

Open Mon, 
Thurs, Fri, 

 Sat 

David MurphyDavid Murphy  
Painter & DecoratorPainter & Decorator  

  
Interior & ExteriorInterior & Exterior  

  

No Job Too SmallNo Job Too Small  
  

Competitive RatesCompetitive Rates  
  

Free EstimatesFree Estimates  
Quick Reliable ServiceQuick Reliable Service  

25 years experience25 years experience  
  

For a professional finish call:For a professional finish call:  
01828 63257101828 632571  
0776207783907762077839  

  

paintermurphy@hotmail.co.ukpaintermurphy@hotmail.co.uk  

MEG’S MINI MARKET  
And  

 AL YTH PETS  
22 Commercial Street,  

 01828 633143 
 

 OPEN Mon. to Fri. 9am to 4.30pm. 
Closed Wed Sat.9.am to 5.00pm. 

 

MEG’S MINI MARKET  
Traditional Sweets in jars sold 

loosely, crisps  
Bedding Plants & Shrubs 
Compost 3 x 75ltr for £12 

Trell is  
 

ALYTH PET SHOP  
PEANUTS £1.30 a kilo 

WILD BIRD SEED 15kg bag 
£11.80.SUPERIOR WILD BIRD 
SEED WITH INSECT LARVAE 

20kg. £19.80. 
LARGE SELECTION OF CAT & 

DOG FOOD AND ACCESSORIES. 
 

Large selection of Tropical fish. 
Goldfish & Pond fish. 
USE IT OR LOSE IT 

 

Free delivery in & around Alyth . 
IF NOT IN STOCK WE CAN TRY 

AND GET IT FOR YOU. 

COMMUNITY WASTE AND 
 FLY TIPPING GRANT SCHEM E 

 
The Community Waste and Fly Tipping Grant Scheme 
is a new initiative to help build greater community in-
volvement in the drive to reduce the amount of waste 
that we send to landfill and to assist in the manage-
ment of fly tipped waste.  Through the scheme, support 
and funding can be provided for community led initia-
tives, such as: 
 
�x�� Waste reduction projects e.g. promotion of reus-

able bags, reusable nappies, swap shops etc 
�x�� Reuse and recycling of e.g. furniture, carpets, 

mattresses, bicycles and paint 
�x�� Community composting 
�x�� Recycling activities in communities 
�x�� Collection of bulky household items (e.g. beds, 

fridges) for reuse or recycling 
�x�� Clean-up of fly tipped waste on private land 
�x�� Measures to prevent fly tipping, such as signage 
 
Projects which are developed under the following 
headings are a priority for support: 
 
�x�� Waste Reduction, Reuse and Recycling 
�x�� Removal and management of fly tipped waste 
�x�� Training and development 
�x�� Education and awareness 
�x�� Social inclusion 
�x�� Volunteering opportunities 
 
Projects must be developed by community or voluntary 
organisations. Organisations can be local or national, 
but the project must take place in Perth and Kinross. 
Grants would normally be awarded for: 
 
�x�� Revenue and capital costs 
�x�� Equipment costs 
�x�� Staff costs 
�x�� Reasonable professional fees which are directly 

incurred in respect of the project concerned.  In 
addition, professional fees will only be considered 
where consultation has taken place with the ap-
propriate Council Service. 

 
The scheme can provide up to £15,000 for a commu-
nity waste project (diverting waste from landfill), or 
£3,000 for a fly tipping related project.  Funding may be 
provided for more than one consecutive financial year. 
    An electronic application form can be accessed on 
www.pkgrantsdirect.com.  Completed applications 
should be returned to Perth and Kinross Council grants 
Direct, 2 High Street, PERTH PH1 5PH.  More informa-
tion, and a paper application can be obtained by con-
tacting a Waste Minimisaton Officer, on 01738 476476. 
    If you would like to discuss an idea or project, need 
support to develop your project, assistance with com-
pletion of the application form, or have any other ques-
tions regarding the Scheme, please contact one of 
Perth and Kinross Council's Waste Minimisation Offi-
cers. 

Kim Young 
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Radio Tay’s Cash for Kids  
Gents Open     and     Mixed Open  

Scratch and Handicap  
at  

Strathmore Golf Centre 
Sunday 30th May 2010   (Gents: 0730 - 1130.   Mixed: 1137- 1530) 

Prizes 
Scratch Gents:  1st   £150 and Trophy  2 nd £100  3 rd  £50  
Scratch Mixed:  1st   £150 and Trophy  2 nd £100  3 rd  £50  
Handicap Gents:  1st   £150 and Trophy  2 nd £100  3 rd  £50  
Handicap Mixed:  1st   £150 and Trophy  2 nd £100  3 rd  £50  

 

Entry fee - Gents: £15. Mixed: £20 per couple. Handicap Limit: Gents 24 . Ladies 36  
 

FOR DETAILS AND ENTRY FORM PLEASE CONTACT:  
Strathmore Golf Centre, Alyth, Blairgowrie, Perthshire, PH11 8NZ  Tel: 01828 633322   

 email: enquiries@strathmoregolf.com 

ClassiC  
RestoRations  

 

 

Let us make your day extra special with our 
unique collection of classic Rolls Royce Silver 

Cloud, Bentley Mk V1 & Jaguar Mk 1X.  

Pitnacree 
St, Alyth,  

Wedding Hire 

Tel:01828 633293 

 

 

Mrs Susan Marsh (Cert  Ed)  
Cherrybank, Lands of Loyal  

Tel: 01828 633501  

Renovations, Extensions, New 
Builds, Dry Rot Treatment with 
30 year Guarantee, Insurance 

& Contract Work.  
 

We supply and fit  
Kitchens, Bathrooms, 
Windows and Doors  

 

We offer an all Trades Service  
 

For free estimates and reliable 
tradesmen call us on  

01828 634140 or email:  
info@loyalconstruction.co.u k 

 

 SIDLEY'S DRIVING SCHOOL 
Est 2005 

 

Fully Qualified ADI,  DSA registered  
 

1 Hour Lessons  
 

Initial Training in Blairgowrie area then  
your  choice of test centre covering 

Dundee, Perth and Forfar  
 

Door to Door Service  
 

Block bookings & gift vouchers availab le  
 

Theory Tuition and Pass Plus  
 

Patient and Fr iendly instructor  
For more information contact Colin on  

01828 633 017 //07751072408 

CEDAR PARK NURSERY 
(In Partneship with Perth & Kinross Council) 

 

Places available for children between 
the ages of 2 and 5 years 

 

QUALIFIED S TAFF  
Nursery open from 8.30am to 4.30pm 

Sessions 8.30am-11.45am; 8.30am-
1.30pm; 8.30am-3.30pm; 8.30am-

4.30pm; 11.45am-3.30pm; 11.45am-
4.30pm; 1.30pm-4.30pm 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CONTACT  

01828 640076 
OR 

 NURSERY MOBILE 07855676875 
 

PLEASE ENQ UIRE FOR FINDING 
INFORMATION AND PRICES OF VARIOUS 

SESSIONS. 

   H O B B I E SH O B B I E SH O B B I E S  
31 AIRLIE STREET, Tel: 01828 632565  

Craft  Supplies  Wool  Models  Toys 
 

New Selection Country Cards  
Just Arrived 

Large Selection of Bruder & Siku 
now in Stock 

Mon - Sat 09.30am - 4pm, lunch 12.30am -1.45pm 
Closed Wednesday & Sunday  
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Drumderg Windfarm Community Benefit Fund 
 APPLICATIONS DEADLINES 2010 

The Scottish Community Foundation is now accepting 
applications for grants from the Drumderg Fund. Groups  
and organisations working in Alyth, Strathardle or Glen-
shee* may apply for: 

Small Grants  £250 - £2,000 
Main Grants £2,000 - £10,000 

Apply by application form in advance of  
2010 deadlines 3 May, 26 July, 18 October 

Large Grants over £10,000 
Contact S.C.F. to discuss your project first 

Application Forms and Guidelines are available from the 
Scottish Community Foundation: website 
www.scottishcf.org or tel. 0141 225 6670 

ALYTH LIBRARY  
STORYTIME FOR UNDER 5’s 

 

EVERY FRIDAY AT 
2.30pm 

No need to book, just come along! 

CHIROPODIST  
H.P.C. REGISTERED 

 

TRISHA WALTON  
 
 

HOME VISITS  
01828 640229 

PIANO TUITION  
AND  

HORSE RIDING INSTRUCTION 
 

An experienced and qualified 
teacher in both these subjects is 

available. 
Adults as well as children 

 

Tel: 01575 560 333 

Tel: 01828 634114  
Mobile: 07762061384  

www.sidlawlandscape.co.uk  

Sidlaw Landscape Design Sidlaw Landscape Design   

Plum Tree Cottage, Smith Lane, New Alyth PH11 8NH 

Innovativ e Garden Design 
and Build Service 

DRYSTONE WA LLS*WATER FEATURES 
*PATIOS*RAISED BEDS*PATHS*  

 

Traditional Acupuncture in Blairgowrie 
Acupuncture can help a variety of symptoms  

and health problems 
Free 15 minute consultations available in Blairgowrie 

 to discuss whether acupuncture may be helpful. 
Practitioner is fully qualified and insured and is a  

member of the British Acupuncture Council. 
Judith Bryden MA(Hons)LicAc.MBAcC. 
Contact Judith at 01250 876345   

or   07762 188418 (mobile) 

 
THE ORGANIC HUT  
South West Fullarton, Meigle  

Tel. –  01828 640391  
Your  local  organic  shop 

 

seasonal, organic produce  
our own organic rasps  

over 100 other organic food lines  
Ecover items, soaps & comfrey 

goods  
 

We now stock an interesting  
selection of second hand cookery 

and gardening books. 
 

 WED  1- 6 FRI 1- 6  SAT  10-5 
Half mile south of Meigle on Dundee Rd.  

Follow signs  

 

NAMES ON WOOD  
 

House Signs, Door Plates, 
Keyrings 

 

www.namesonwood.com 
 

 Tel: 01828 628477 

www.strathmoreheritage.co.uk 
Carpenter’s Cottage, 

Pitnacree  Street, Alyth, PH118DY 

Office:   01828 632 379  
Mobile: 07973 970 176  

 

FREE ESTIMATES  
FOR ALL WORKS  

�x��New builds  
 
�x��Renovations  
 
�x��Extensions  
 
�x��Drainage  
 
�x��Groundworks  
 
�x��Machinery 

Hire  

�x��Windows & 
Doors  

 
�x��Kitchens  
 
�x��Bathrooms  
 
�x��Driveways  
 
�x��Block Paving  
 
�x��Landscaping  

Strathmore 
Heritage 
Homes 

Ltd 
 
 

Thanks to the public notice in 
April Voice, 

we are pleased to advise that the 
owner and the single Goretex 

glove found on Alyth Hill  
were reunited. 

The power of the Alyth Voice! 

THE ALYTH TRADITIONAL  
FISH BAR 

 

NEW TEL: 01828 634165 
 

Telephone Orders Welcome 
 

New Opening Hours:  
 

Monday     5pm - 9pm 
Tuesday     5pm - 9pm 
Wednesday    5pm - 9pm 
Thursday     5pm - 9pm 
Friday         4.30pm - 9pm 
Saturday         4.30pm - 9pm 
Sunday       Closed 

ALYTH YOUTH PARTNERSHIP 
(AYP)  

PROVIDES THE FOLLOWING CLUBS: 
 

 The HUB, drop-in service for 15+years old, Mon-
day, Wednesday, Friday, 4.00 pm - 8.00 pm, held 
at the HUB, Airlie St. 
 
Alyth Youth Forum, 12+years old, Monday, 7.00 
pm - 8.00 pm, held at the HUB, Airlie St. 
 
Alyth Girls' Group, 10-18 years old, Monday, 
6.30 pm - 8.30 pm, held at Alyth Community Wing. 
 
Alyth Youth Club, 10-18 years old, Tuesday, 6.30 
pm - 8.30 pm, held at Alyth Community Wing. 
 
Alyth Music Project, 10-18 years old, Thursday, 
7.00 pm - 9.00 pm, held at Alyth Community Wing. 
  
All clubs are FREE to join.  Look out for exciting 
holiday programmes which include, white water 
rafting, gorge walking, rock climbing, hill walking, 
residentials and much more.   
 
For more information please contact Paul 
MacFarlane, Youth Work Manager, Alyth Youth 
Partnership on 07702060588, 
macfarlanep@msn.com or come along to one of 
the clubs for a chat. 
 
We are currently looking for some volunteers 
to help out at the Youth Club.  If you could give 
2 hours a week to help out then please contact 
Paul via mobile or email (above). 
 
The music group is in particular need of anyone 
who knows about drumming or keyboards.  Or if 
you have been involved in a band before and 
would like to come along for a single session to 
inspire the next generation of musical prodigies 
then please get in contact. 
 
The AYP would like to express thanks to the Alyth 
Pub Quiz League for their generation donation of 
funds to the AYP and in particular to the current 
Alyth Young Citizens of the Year.  We would also 
like to express our thanks to the Drumderg Wind 
farm Community Trust for their continued support 
for the AYP.  

Paul MacFarlane 
Alyth Youth Partnership Youth Work Manager 
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(for FREE Internet 
access and advice on 
tracing your 
 ancestors. 

exhibitions 

(for Alyth photos, Cemetery 
& Parish Records) 

ALYTH FAMILY HISTORY PROJECT 
 2010 OPENING TIMES 

 
Alyth Parish Church:  Saturdays 10-12
    Sundays  2-4
  
There are now over 3,000 photographs in the church 
computer covering: 
�x�� School class photos (every decade from 1895) 
�x�� Events (public events over the decades) 
�x�� Businesses (photos & billheads from most 

bygone businesses)) 
�x�� Views (every angle of the town including many 

no-longer-there buildings and views) 
�x�� Text (guides, almanacks, acts, diaries, etc etc)  
�x�� People (nearly 1,000 photographs of  past &  

present residents) 
�x�� Cemetery (maps, burial records and headstone 

photographs for Alyth’s 3 cemeteries) 
�x�� Par ish Records (from 1623—1854) 

 

LET US COPY YOUR PHOTOGRAPHS FOR 
FUTURE GENERATIONS TO ENJOY THEM TOO — 

Tel: 01828 633045 
 

Alyth Museum :     Tuesday - Sunday 1-5pm 
   May to September 
Alyth Library:  Monday10-12.30,2-4 
              Tuesday10-12.30,6-8 
              Wed/Sun Closed 
                  Thursday 2-4, 6-8 
                          Friday 2-4,  
   Saturday 9.30-12.30 

 

ADMISSION IS FREE 
AT ALL LOCATIONS 

 EAST 
PERTHSHIRE 

NEIGHBOURHOOD  
WATCH 

ASSOCIATION  
 

NEXT PUBLIC MEETING  
Thursday 20th May  

7pm - 9pm 
Ogilvy Rooms 

Commercial Street, Alyth 
ALL WELCOME 

 

~ open forum question/answer session with 
Police Inspector Paddy Buckley-Jones &   

EPNWA representatives ~ 
~ drop-in/out at any time ~  

~ no agenda or name register ~  
~ newsletters/badges/info avail to collect ~ 

 

QUIZ NIGHT  
Thursday 3rd June  

Red House Hotel 
Coupar Angus 

7.30pm  
 

£10 per team of 4, booking and details 
available from Adeline Casey 

on 01250 870210 or 07775 854 577 
or adelinecasey7@hotmail.com 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Provides Childcare before & after  school 
Open hours Monday – Friday 
8am to 9am & 3.15pm to 6pm 

contact 07718 573 511 (24hrs ansa-service) 

Abbey Cleaning and 
Ironing Services  

Kinnaird, School Road, Kettins 
Blairgowrie, PH13 9JL 

 

Telephone 01828 650728 / 07885 949766 
 

Domestic Cleaning,  
Holiday Cottage Cleaning,  

One Off Cleans,  
New Build Cleaning, 

 End Of tenancy Cleaning,  
Office Cleaning 

YOU ARE BEAUTIFUL  
www.youarebeautiful.com   

 

Mobile Facial Aesthetic 
Treatments, including  
Cosmetic Injections,  

Dermal Fillers,  
Lip Augmentation  

Free Consultations and 
Competitive Prices  

 

JULIE GRAHAM  
Aesthetic Practitioner R.G.N. B.N  

Tel. 07824 880 682 

 

SALE OF ALYTH  SCENES 
POSTCARDS, C ARDS & CALENDARS 

at DUNIRA, ST NINIANS ROAD 
and also at 

THE POST OFFICE 
--------------------------------------------- 

I can also simulate your photos into Oil 
and Watercolour Prints using Computer 

Software 
-------------------------------------------- 

A percentage f rom the sale of  the cards 
& calendars will go to Wisecraf t, the 

mental health craf t project in 
B lairgowrie. 

----------------------------------------------- 

Bus Pass and Car Licence Photographs 
Only two needed, £1 each 
Phone Listed Number 

TEL: 01828 632434 
www.frogpublications.co.uk 

Based in   
- Meigle -  

M: 07961 879239 

www.resoluteit.co.uk  
 

E: info@resolute it .co.uk  

 

Looking to buy a new computer?  
W ant advice on purchasing or developing 

your  Business I.T. Infrastructure?  
Struggling with a slow laptop or PC?  

Tired of Call C entres / going back to the 
store?  

 
We Offer Home & Office Visits!  

(**Discount Available for Senior  Citizens**)  
 

Resolute I.T . provide a wide range of  
computer services including: Repairs & 
Upgrades; Virus & Spyware Removal;  

Network Solutions & Broadband Support  
 

 

Technical Support Services  

 

 
 

 
LICENSED GROCER 

 

• DVD Hire • Lotto Outlet • Shoe Repair •  
• Irvine’s Butcher Meat • Photocopier •  

• Mobile Top-up • Laundry •  
 

FREE HOME DELIVERY!  
 

OPEN: 8am - 10pm Mon - Sat 
      8am - 8pm Sunday 

 

Tel No: 01828 632306 

73-75 Airlie St. 
Alyth  

BOOKSTART RHYMETIMES AT 
ALYTH LIBRARY 

Bookstart Rhymetimes are fun, free, friendly 
sessions for parents/carers and children 
aged up to 4 years, incorporating songs, 
stories and nursery rhymes old and new. 
The sessions last for about 30 minutes and 
are run by a specially trained Bookstart Rhy-
metime session leader. They run every two 
weeks in Alyth Library on every second 
Wednesday at 10.30am and are designed to 
encourage children to learn to love books, 
stories and music. No child is too young to 
enjoy songs, rhymes and musical instru-
ments, so bring your baby or toddler along 
and join in the fun! Dates for 2010 are as 
follows –         May 12 & 26 

June 9 & 23 / July 7 & 21 
August 4 & 18 

September 1, 15, 29 
October 13 & 27 

November 10 & 24 

No need 
to book – 
just come 
along! 
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‘One stop for all your 
computer and web 

services’  

�x�� PC repair 
�x�� Laptop repair 
�x�� Advice on all software 
�x�� Computer set up & installation 
�x�� Upgrades 
�x�� Custom PC design & build 
�x�� Network support 
�x�� PC system improvement 
�x�� Spyware removal 
�x�� Virus removal 
�x�� Wireless set up 
�x�� Tuition 

 
Steve Saunders  
 
te l: 01250 873014  
mob: 07989 533836  
email: info@microblair.co.uk  
web: www.microblair.co.uk  

Satisfaction guaranteed with 
a no fix, no pay policy 

 Free pick up and return service  
 

  
Your local dental professionals” 

 

We are now registering new patients 
 

NHS & Private Care Options 
Cosmetic Dentistry 
Tooth Whitening 
Dental Implants 
Dental Hygienist 

Anti-snoring Devices 
Disabled Access 

 

For more information contact the practice 
t: 01250 875136   

e: reception@blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk 
 

www.blairgowriedentalcare.co.uk 
       

64 High Street,  
      Blairgowrie 
      PH10 6DF 

SCOTT'S 
MOBILE CAR VALET 

Telephone Number 01828 650728/ 07715 039215 
 
 

Valet Prices 
****  

 £40.00 = Cars  
  £50.00 = Estate Cars 
  £65.00 = 7 Seater Cars /4x4 
  £80.00 =  Seater MPV 

 

* Hot Car Wash 
* Interior Hoovered and Shampooed 
* Windows Cleaned 
* Interior Surfaces Cleaned 
* Exterior Polished 
* Alloys Cleaned 
* Tyres Dressed 

  ****  
Euan Scott trading as Scott's mobile car valet 

1 Baldowrie farm Cottage, Baldowrie, By Kettins, 
Blairgowrie PH13 9JT 

The Alyth 
Bakehouse 
offers100% 

freshly produced 
bakery goods 
made on the 

premises each 
day. Choose from a large variety of fresh rolls, 

bread, cakes, fresh cream and savouries. All 
made freshly on the premises each day. We 
also sell hot tea and coffee, only 90p to take 
away. Try our delicious range of sandwich 

fillings. 'Summer will soon be here!' 
Strawberry tarts and shells and banoffee tarts 
on sale soon! New line: Coffee buns, only 4 

for £1. Each week why not try something new 
as we launch our 'Savoury Special of the 

Week' Something a litt le bit different from our 
current range...See instore! Look out for our 

weekly meal deal offers throughout the month 
of May! Selection of jams on sale soon  Open 

Mon-Sat 6.30am-3pm We look forward to 
serving you soon! Telephone 01828 633 717 



25 

 

There must be few people who have not bought or 
eaten some New Zealand lamb. We also all know 
just how much sheep outnumber people in New 
Zealand. But how many of us know of the connec-
tion between Alyth and the important New Zealand 
trade in meat?  There is one: a ship’s captain who 
originally came from Aberbothrie, but settled his 
family in Alyth. What’s more, another man from Alyth 
ended up in Dunedin in the South Island and did so 
well he became its mayor!  
 
The epic voyages of sea captain John Whitson 
John Whitson was born in 1841 at Millbank Farm, 
Aberbothrie near Alyth. Like so many Scots he went 
to sea and soon rose to be a ship’s captain. In 1874, 
he became master of a brand-new ship called the 
Dunedin, an iron-hulled full-rigged barque launched 
at Port Glasgow for the Albion Line. He remained 
her captain until his death in 1886. She was named 
after the city with many Scottish connections in the 
South Island, Dunedin being the Gaelic form of 
Edinburgh. She was an ex ceptionally handsome 
ship, with a black and white hull and what has been 
described as ‘gold gingerbread work’. Nearly all her 
crew were Scots. 
    Meanwhile, John had married Elizabeth Hall Illing-
worth, the daughter of Denton Illingworth of Mann-
ferdenie and the family home became Millbank Cot-
tage in Alyth. They had three daughters, Jane, born 
1874, Charlotte, born 1875 who died in 1876, and 
Elizabeth, born 1877 (dates of birth that presumably 
allow us to chart John’s visits on leave to Alyth  - 
and what lonely pregnancies poor Elizabeth must 
have endured). The mother died, perhaps of puer-
peral fever, a few days after Elizabeth’s birth, but 
Lizzie (as she was known) lived in Alyth, unmarried, 
until 1965. Charlotte and her mother are both buried 
in the Alyth cemetery. John Whitson, now a wid-
ower, continued to sail back and forth between New 
Zealand and Britain. 
    Then in 1881-82 the Dunedin and John made 
history. Many of the producers of New Zealand lamb 
knew that if only refrigeration equipment could be 
fitted to a ship, the world would be open to New 
Zealand ex ports. Both New Zealand and British 
governments were also keen on such an idea, not 
least because sheep rearing had been in decline in 
Britain and there were some food shortages. New 
Zealand sheep had been reared only for their wool, 
so meat ex ports would provide a considerable fillip 
to the economy of the southern colony. 
    Steam powered refrigeration equipment (imagine 
a steam-powered f ridge!) was invented by Bell Cole-
man of America and installed in the Dunedin in 
1881. In December of that year the ship began to 
load the first consignment of lamb in Port Chalmers 
near the city of Dunedin. But the equipment swiftly 
failed, with a broken crank-shaft. The meat had to be 
hurriedly unloaded and sold locally. The equipment 
was repaired, 5,000 carcases were successfully 
loaded, and the Dunedin set out on an epic voyage 
on February 15th. O riginally, 60 passengers had 
also booked to sail on her, but with the delays all but 
two cancelled their passages.  
    It took 98 days to reach the East India Dock in 
London on 24th May, 1882, which happened to be 
Queen Victoria’s birthday and was later known as 
Empire Day. Captain Whitson had faced many cri-
ses – including sparks from the refrigeration en-
gine’s chimney setting fire to his sails and problems 
with the circulation system of the equipment which 
he set about repai ring himself, nearly dying of hypo-
thermia as a result. But all but one carcase were 
landed in good condition and were sold in the Lon-
don and Glasgow markets for 6 pence or 7 pence a 

pound (2 ½ p. in modern decimal coinage!). The 
New Zealand government was so delighted they 
paid a £500 bonus to the company that had char-
tered the Dunedin. They hardly needed it for they 
made a huge profit on the voyage (perhaps 
£250,000 when translated into modern money ) and 
several ships were fitted up with refrigeration equip-
ment. 
    That was a great triumph, but the rest of the story 
is a sad one. In 1886, Whitson landed at Port 
Chalmers with a chill that turned into bronchitis. He 
went to the Criterion Hotel in Oamaru, where he died 
aged 44. He was so highly regarded in the New 
Zealand province of Otago that he received a nota-
ble funeral and was buried in the northern cemetery 
in Dunedin. Commemorative articles about him and 
his voyage were published in the New Zealand and 
Scottish press in the twentieth century, notably on 
the 75th anniversary of his ex ploit in 1957. 
    The ship Dunedin sailed on until 1890, when she 
disappeared without trace and was presumed lost 
with all hands. But John Whitson and his ship had 
presided over a momentous moment for the New 
Zealand economy which now sends frozen lamb to 
the Far and Middle East as well as to Britain, where 
we can still find it in the supermarkets despite the 
removal of New Zealand preference by the Euro-
pean Union.  

 
Keith Ramsay, son of the manse 
So what of our second figure in New Zealand his-
tory? The focus now shifts from the ship Dunedin to 
the city of the same name. Dunedin was founded by 
a party of Scots who landed at Port Chalmers 
(named after the leader of the Disruption of 1843) in 
the province of Otago in 1848. Their leader was the 
Rev. Thomas Burns, nephew of Rabbie (and what a 
different figure he must have been!). Thomas’s 
statue stands in a prominent place near the Presby-
terian Church which was built at the heart of the city. 
Many of Dunedin’s street names correspond with 
Edinburgh equivalents.  
    Back in Alyth, two Ramsays, father and son, were 
ministers of the established parish church between 
1817 and 1866: William (born 1791 and minister 
1817-1846) and James (born 1823 and minister 
1846-1866). William had a large family, 12 children, 
of whom three sons became ministers. A much 
younger brother of James was Keith, born at the 
manse in 1844, just two years before his father’s 
death. Keith Ramsay emigrated to New Zealand 
when only a teenager, for we know that he turned up 
in Port Chalmers near Dunedin on the ship Jura in 
1862.  
    There he prospered. He set up business as a 
shipping agent in 1865, barely into his twenties, 
initially handling small sailing ships that conducted 
the coastal trade around the South Island. He 

bought up 
shares in these ships and soon had interests in 

nineteen sailing ships and one steamer. Within a few 
years he had a portfolio of much larger ships and 
had also become part owner of a number of timber 
mills. He was elected to the Dunedin City Council in 
1871 and became the mayor for a year in 1874-75.  
    He was also a valuator for the vessels of an im-
portant firm, Guthrie and Larnach, which was in-
volved in the timber trade, among others. William 
Larnach was the son of a Scot from Wick who built a 
large house outside Dunedin, now known as Lar-
nach Castle. By the time Keith Ramsay died in 1906 
he was one of Dunedin’s most successful business-
men. His son Keith Stuart Ramsay took over the firm 
(which survived until 1978) and his daughter married 
the Rev. John Mackenzie, a graduate of  New Col-
lege, Edinburgh and minister of St. Andrew’s Pres-
byterian Church in Christchurch. 
 
This namesake brings me to the personal part of the 
story. A few years ago, I delivered a lecture in the 
Victoria University, Wellington, New Zealand. I men-
tioned Alyth in this lecture. At the end of it, an elderly 
lady came to me and announced ‘my husband is the 
great grandson of a minister of Alyth’. ‘Goodness 
gracious’, says I or words to that effect, ‘what is the 
name?’  ‘Ramsay’, she replied. When I responded 
with ‘Ah the father and son team of Alyth ministers’, 
she said ‘You’ve got it’. I have lost touch with this 
lady, but we presume that her husband could well 
have been a descendant of Keith.  
    On my several visits to Dunedin, I have always 
visited Larnach Castle, which Keith Ramsay may 
well have been familiar with. At one conference, we 
had a dinner at the Castle which took the form of a 
Burns supper. I have to say that we had the worst 
haggis I have ever tasted. I have also visited the 
Otago Early Settlers Museum in Dunedin and am 
intrigued to discover that Keith Ramsay may well 
have joined the Otago Early Settlers Association 
when it was founded in 1898 (although technically 
the early settlers were those who landed between 
1848 and 1851).  I am also fascinated by the fact 
that the entire archive of his company is deposited in 
the Hocken Library in that city, a wonderful library 
where I have done research.  
    William Lyon Mackenzie (see Voice no. 122, April 
2008) became a dominant figure in Canadian his-
tory. Now we find that Captain Whitson and Keith 
Ramsay were both significant in New Zealand’s 
economic growth. Who would have imagined that a 
wee toon like Alyth would have such an influence in 
the world? 
 
John MacKenzie acknowledges the Alyth Family 
History Project and Irene Robertson for revealing 
much of the information contained in this article.                        

WHAT ALYTH DID FOR N EW ZEALAND!  

The Dunedin in 1876, wearing the colours of Shaw, 
Savill & Albion Line of London (retained in 1882). 
Painting by  Frederick Tudgay  (1841–1921), 47 cm 
by  77 cm oil on canvas, originally  owned by  the 

ship's captain, John Whitson. 

[Source: www.wikipedia.com] 

Keith Ramsay, son of the manse 

[Source: www.nzetc.org] 

by John MacKenzie 
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Alyth Museum - Brand new exhibition for 2010 

INTER TOWN QUIZ 
The annual inter town quiz between Alyth and Blairgowrie was held 
over 2 legs on the Tuesday 13-04-2010 and Tuesday 20-04-2010.The 
first leg was held at the Strathmore Golf Centre. Alyth emerged from 
this with slight lead, and hopes were high that we could regain the tro-
phy. The second leg was held at the British Legion Blairgowrie and I'm 
sad to say we lost our slight advantage, being well beaten, with Blair-
gowrie retaining the Inter Town Trophy. Our one consolation was that 
the Alyth team 'Who Cares' were the winners of the best team trophy. 
During the 2 legs we raised £410.00 which was split between the two 
towns, giving each £205.00 to be given to their respective Christmas 
Light Funds . 
    On Saturday 17-04-2010 Kevin Smith, Lesley Kydd and myself pre-
sented a cheque for £205.00 to Billy Gordon for the Alyth Christmas 
Lights. So ends another exiting year for the Alyth Quiz League and we 
look forward to the new season with eager anticipation. 

Ian Brodie 

A Long Exposure:  
One Perthshire Business,  
three generations of photographers 
 
During the summer of 2008 staff from Perth 
Museum and Art Gallery were invited to col-
lect a magnificent accumulation of photo-
graphic negatives, generously donated by 
David Constable Laing and his wife Dorothy. 
    These had been built up by local photogra-
phers D Wilson Laing, who worked from a 
studio at 15 High Street, Blairgowrie between 
about 1927 and 1993.  The photographs are a 
unique chronicle of life in the towns and vil-
lages of east Perthshire and cover all manner 
of subjects from farming to fashion, transport 
to sport, dances to disasters. They are a won-
derful historical record and a delight to view.  

The address 11-17 High Street Blairgowrie 
had seen a succession of photographers.  
David Milne from 1884, then Milne & Son with 
his son Alexander.  They were followed by HJ 
Rennie in 1919 who was followed in turn by 
David Wilson Laing, a photographer from 
Forfar, in 1927. David Wilson Laing’s father,  
David Mitchell Laing, was already an estab-
lished photographer in Forfar and his brother, 

Alec, had set himself up as a photographer in 
Kirriemuir.  For a while the business traded 
under the name of ‘Laings Studios, Forfar, 
Blairgowrie and Kirriemuir’ and the partners 
made savings by buying photographic materi-
als in bulk.   David Wilson Laing’s son, David 
Constable Laing joined his father in the busi-
ness in 1955.  

The collection of negatives is mostly in glass 
plate form with some plastic sheets first ap-
pearing in 1935 and later, roll film from 1956.  
The roll film was used increasingly for events 
such as dances and weddings. Eventually 
colour film was introduced in 1974.  The Laing 
photographers were happy to cover a far 
wider area than just the local community and 
worked across Scotland and into the North of 
England. Laings finally closed on 5 July, 1993 
when David Constable Laing and his wife 
Dorothy retired.  At the time it was estimated 
that there were 60 years of negatives pro-
duced at a rate of about 1200 a year… a lot of 
photographs. 
    15,000 of the Laing negatives were col-
lected by Perth Museum & Art Gallery.  These 
are mainly of places and people in east 
Perthshire and were either commissioned by 
the public or local businesses or produced for 
the press by Laings.  The Museum also col-
lected the eleven original photographer’s 
ledgers, some photographic prints and other 
objects many of which you can see on exhibi-
tion in Alyth Museum, including a handsome 

19th century mahogany plate camera and 
stand. 
     Laings were also employed to document 
important national projects such as the build-
ing of the Forth and Tay Road Bridges and 
the construction of hydro-electric schemes. 
The record of construction projects are now in 
the care of the Royal Commission on the 
Ancient and Historic Monuments, Scotland 
and National Museums, Scotland selected 
negatives of particular relevance for the rest 
of the country. 
    Kenny  McWilliam, Acting Heritage Man-
ager for Perth & Kinross Council said; “We 
are very pleased with this project.  The exten-
sive digitisation, documentation and storage 
work which has been carried out by staff, 
volunteers and contractors is exemplary.  I 
particularly want to acknowledge the financial 
assistance received from the National Recog-
nition Fund administered by Museums Galler-
ies Scotland and the Scottish Government 
and European Community Rural Tayside 
LEADER 2007-2013 programme in making 
this amazing resource accessible to the   
public.’ 

This fascinating collection will be unveiled to 
the public in an introductory exhibition at Alyth 
Museum, from the 1st May 2010.  
 
Alyth Museum in Commercial Street is 
open May-Sept. Wed-Sun 1pm until 5pm 
Admission is free. 

David Milne’s photography 
business, High Street,  

Blairgowrie about 1900 

The Royal Mail held up by snow drifts, 1936 

The workings of Alyth Laundry, 1938 

L-R: Margaret Aitchison, Billy Gordon, Lesley Kydd, Kevin Smith, Ian Brodie 

© I Brodie 
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Offering excellent, varied orchestral music on 
this area’s doorstep, giving young musicians a 
platform, and making use of the marvellous 
acoustic of Ruthven Church – these have 
been the principal aims of the Ruthven Parish 
Festival for an incredible 21 summers.  This 
year’s 21st birthday concerts, taking place on 
June 11th and 13th fulfil these aims – and 
more! 
    In the first concert on June 11th, the Ruth-
ven Festival Musicians , leader Audrey Matt-
ner, will be conducted by Howard Duthie in a 
programme of music by Purcell, Mozart, 
Schumann, Nielsen and Finzi.   
    Soloist in the Finzi Clarinet Concert will be 
15-year-old Joe Norris from Glenfarg who is a 
finalist in the BBC Young Musician of the Year 
2010.  Given Ruthven’s reputation for spotting 
the great talents in their early years – e.g. 
Jennifer Campbell, Mark Wilde, Zdena 
Kloubova, Ross Knight – here is yet another 
chance to be able to say “Ah, yes, I heard 
him/her first at Ruthven” ! 
    Joe Norris’s brother Ben, a final year stu-
dent at the Royal Academy in London, and 
Robert Torrance, whose performance of 
Haydn’ Violin Concert No 1 in C had the Ruth-
ven Festival audience on its feet cheering last 
year, are both playing in the first violin section 
at both Ruthven concerts this year. 
    Alan Jacques, Ruthven Festival’s first musi-
cal director, will accompany duets by Purcell 

and Schumann sung by Alison McDonald and 
Audrey Mattner. 
    On Saturday, June 12th, Su-a Lee, the Ko-
rean ‘cellist with the Scottish Chamber Or-
chestra, a renowned performer and teacher, 
will conduct a master-class for ‘cellists.  Fol-
lowing in the footsteps of great teachers com-
ing to Ruthven – Nicolas Daniel for oboe, 
William Bennett for flute, Douglas Lawrence 
for traditional fiddle, Harald Bjorkoy for Grieg 
song, and Dr Raimund Herincx for solo sing-
ing -  Su-a Lee’s class will be a great opportu-
nity for all to hear a truly fine musician help 
‘cellists develop and perfect their playing tech-
niques.  Everyone is welcome to come and 
hear Su-a Lee throughout the day. 
    The Ruthven Parish Festival concert on 
June 13th carries on the Ruthven tradition of 
giving a platform to highly talented young 
musicians, sharing their performances with 
highly experienced players. 
    This concert, conducted by Allan Young, 
will include a performance of the Bach Con-
certo for Oboe d’Amore with Geoffrey Bridge 
as soloist and a Double Concerto for two 
Oboes by Vivaldi, to be performed by two 
Perth 16-year-olds, Anna Seaton and Sandra 
Scott.    Piano continuo for a performance of a 
Corelli Concerto Grosso will  be played by 
Rosanna Young, currently studying at the 
Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama. 
    This concert will end with a performance of 

Grieg’s wonderful, rousing,  tuneful and famil-
iar Holberg Suite. 
    On June 11th the evening will begin with a 
wine reception at 7.30.  The concert starts at 
8pm and will be followed by s finger buffet 
supper with wine. 
    The Su-a Lee ‘cello master-class takes 
place from 11 am – tpm on June 12th. 
The concert on Sunday, June 13th, opens with 
a wine reception at 3pm with the concert be-
ginning at 3.30pm.  This will be followed by 
strawberries and cream and wine in the mar-
quee. 
 
Ruthven Church is to close soon as a place of 
worship in the Isla Parishes.  However, there 
is a project afoot to retain the building for 
community use and Ruthven Parish Festival 
would be an important part of the projected on
-going use of the building with its truly remark-
able acoustic for music and its superb setting 
by the River Isla. 
    In our 21st Festival we will be celebrating a 
great achievement in musical excellence – 
and also looking forward to the future.   
 
There is a mailing list for advance information 
on programmes and booking.  If you would 
like to be added to the mailing list or if you 
would like further information, please        
telephone Evelyn Hood on 01828 632558 or e
-mail ruthvenfestival@tiscali.co.uk 

21ST SEASON CONCERTS AT RUTHVEN – JUNE 11-13, 2010 

North Balloch’s Steve Brand (the bearded tit) and partner Libby (the game bird) 

have teamed up for their most arduous physical challenge yet.  It’s an epic quad-

rathlon involving a mile long swim across a baltic Scottish loch, a 15-mile run over 

the 7 Munros of Ben Lawers, an 8-mile kayak topped off with a  

34-mile bike race… a pretty long day!  

so come along, show your support and have a great night! 

Contact Libby 07900162742 or Steve 07816145160 for tickets all money raised 

goes to supporting the ambitious “Mercy Corps” project in Guatemala.   

www.justgiving.com/The-Game-Bird-and-the-Bearded-Tit-do-the-2010-Great-

Kindrochit-Quadrathlon  

Mercy Corps exists to alleviate suffering, poverty and oppression by helping people build 

secure, productive and just communities”  The money raised by all 300 participants of the 

2010 Artemis Great Kindrochit Quadrathlon will go towards funding an ambitious Mercy 

Corps project in Guatemala, working with indigenous people to help them secure land 

rights and achieve a better quality of life, free from poverty.  Guatemala is an overwhelm-

ingly poor country. Guatemalans still live in homes made of mud and walk hours daily to 

tend farms for little pay. The main reason for this is that fertile land in Guatemala- the most 

important means of production in an agricultural economy- is concentrated in the hands of 

a few with roughly 2 percent of the population owning 70 percent of the country’s produc-

tive land.  The Guatemala land project, supported by the Quadrathlon, will support families 

to help them maximise the potential of their land, grow sustainable and profitable crops, 

and generate livelihoods for themselves and future generations. 9000 people will directly 

benefit from this project and the knock on effect will be to secure a stream of diverse, 

nutritional food and to increase food security of the population of all 25 communi-
ties in which this project works.  The European Commission has already commit-
ted €360,375 of the total budget, conditional on Mercy Corps securing the re-
maining €120,125.  Every penny from the Quadrathlon will therefore leverage 4 
times its value in programme worth!    www.mercycorps.org.uk/AGKQ2010project 

© S Brand 

ALYTH 
SCOUTS & 

EXPLORERS 
were  

supported by 
friends and 
firemen to 
provide a  

car-wash at 
the fire station, 
which raised 

£260 
(see p13) 
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Alyth and District Pipe Band and Friends completed a Sponsored 5 mile walk in aid of Band funds on Sunday 11th April in glorious sunshine!  Although we do 
not have the final total we made in ex cess of £1400 and our thanks go to all who took part and sponsored us. Special thanks to Helen Nicol who organized the 
event.                 Jackie Macintyre 

Congratulations 

FOTHERINGHAM  
Gus, Adele and Paige would like to announce the safe arrival of 

Rhys McKenzie on the 18th March 2010.   
Many thanks for all the cards and gifts. 

BEADLE RETIRES 
After nearly 10 years serving Alyth Parish Church as  

Church Officer (Beadle), David Oakley retired at the end of March. 
David was presented with a cheque and gifts on behalf of the 
 minister, Kirk Session, and congregation, on Easter Sunday. 

Photo shows Rev. Sheila Kirk and David Oakley 

Alyth & District Pipe Band and Friends 

These beautiful swans on Glenisla Golf Course were captured on camera by 
Douglas Dewar of Isla Road, Alyth. 


