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ADVERTISEMENTS

MURRAY PENNYCOOK

PLUMBING - HEATING
GAS, OIL & SOLID FUEL
CORGI Registered Gas Installer

Clar-Innis, Meigle Road, Alyth

Tel/Fax : 632135 Mobile; 0850 733481

ANDT WHRITLE

JOINER - SHOPFITTER

5 BAMFF ROAD, ALYTH PH11 8DT
TELEPHONE : (01828) 632298

A & R Robertson & Black W.S.

Solicitors Notaries.
Estate Agents

Established in Alyth since 1988 we are
celebrating 10 years of providing the local
community with professional legal services,
Estate Agency and Building Society facilities.
Appointments can be made for a free first
consultation with your local solicitor by
telephoning Connie Ferguson at the local office
in Airlie Street on 01828 632116.
Appointments can be arranged outwith office
hours. Solicitors can be available at all our East
Perthshire offices and the first consultation is
free. For further information please telephone

6C0TT  ELECTRECAL
TEL: 632241

Your Local TV and Video Dealer
We also supply Light Bulbs, Torches, Batteries,
Kettles, Toasters, Irons, Video & Audio Tapes,

Dust bags, Braun Gas and much more.

Competitive Prices and on your doorstep

Remember Mother’s Day 22nd March

SASHIOM WISE

Spring is just around the corner -
new season’s colours to cheer up
your wardrobe from soft and subtle
to bright and vibrant shades

01250 875050. Stock arriving weekly
ROBERT DARGIE RENDEZVOUS
PANTLR & BLCORATOR SRS ey T

SD BAMFF ROAD Open Tues - Sat
ALYTH

Tel: 633282

Special rates for O.A.Ps




EDITORIAL

Let us make March the month of “can do”.
Whenever we publish articles featuring the
memories of bygone days, the result in the town
is invariably debate (or dare we say dispute?).
Apparently things didn’'t happen quite like that.
All power to those who have submitted their
memories - we still look for contributions from
those whose memories differ!

And while we’re at it - get up Alyth Hill now. The
larks are already trying their wings and voices.
Paradise may not last much longer. Is anyone
prepared to write defending the destructive
ploughing being done by those on motor bikes?
Let’'s hear their point of view.

i

HHII

At the last meeting of the Community
Council it was agreed to hold a public meeting
in the Lesser Town Hall on Sunday 15th March
at 2.30pm to discuss the possibility of setting up
a Heritage Trust in the town.

Anyone who has spoken to our senior
members of the community cannot help having
been enthralled by the stories that they have of
Alyth, some from first hand experience, and
others with information handed down through
generations. Many have photographs, letters,
souvenirs and artefacts from old Alyth lying in
attics or garages, which they would like to see
stay in the town.

it is hoped that in the future we could have a
Heritage Centre where any items given to the
Trust would be on display for all to see. An
example of one of the larger items which might
feature is the old fire engine which at the
moment is in storage and in need of repair.

The Alyth Heritage Trust would be for the
people of Alyth and run by the people of Alyth.
If you are interested in conserving the history of
our town come along on 15th of March.
Anyone requiring further information please
give Dennis Melloy a call on 632284 or speak to
any Community Councillor.

The next meeting of the Drookit Eel and
c++++dq Hinge Society will take place in the
Thistle Lounge at 7.30pm on Thursday 12th
March. The place was packed at the February
meeting (honestly), so you won't be alone.

Probably one of the best known
personalities in Alyth reached his half century on
31st January 1998.

A party was organised by “Alyth True Blues” in
honour of the occasion and was held in an
atmosphere of great merriment in the “THISTLE
LOUNGE”.

Guests, friends and Keith himself, spared no
effort in making the night the success that it
was. It will be a topic of conversation for some
time to come! Presents were in abundance, to
say nothing of a gift pack from no less a place
than the hallowed IBROX. This pack even
contained signed photographs of the current
team players, surely a treasure to any
supporter!

Keith made a point of thanking his guests for
attending and offered a special thank you to all
who had helped organise his special day. The
Alyth Voice wishes Keith ail the best and hopes
that he will enjoy many more happy birthdays.

Monday 16th March
6.30 - 9.00pm

The Alyth Halls’ Committee are giving the
public of Alyth another opportunity to view the
plans for the alterations to Alyth Town Hall.
Would all those interested please take this as an
invitation to attend. Committee members will be
in attendance to answer questions and note
comments. It is stressed that all organisations
who regularly use the Town Hall should try to
send a representative as it will be in their long
term interest. It is hoped that there will be a large
turnout at the viewing.

Further to the letter in the last edition of
the Alyth Voice you may wish to note that Mr &
Mrs Allan Gray, Senior and Mr Allan Gray,
Junior of Vancouver, British Columbia will be at
‘Old Stables’, Alyth on 15th, 16th and 17th May
1998 should anyone wish to get in touch:. -



Dear Auntie Margaret,

How do | get to the front of the queue?
Last Saturday morning | walked up the street to
have my feet done. Bessie does a grand job -
nails and corns. When | came out there was a
gaggle of womenfolk outside the Airlie Street
Hall, so being of a curious - but not nosey -
nature | joined them. The doors opened and
before | knew it, | was sucked inside and 60p
extracted from my pocket. | was sixth in the
queue at the door but thirty seventh by the time
| reached the cake and candy by the stage.
When the scrum cleared all that was left was
four greyish scones with blackened raisins on
the top and three angel cakes with only one
wing apiece.
I comforted myself with a cup of milky coffee
and a lemon puff biscuit and bought a Coleus
from the plant stall. | went to get some
sustenance in the Commercial and sadly must
have left my Coleus on the bar.

Yours glumly,

Adam Neve

A number of people have expressed initial
interest in the ‘Round Alyth Trolley Race’
mooted in an earlier Alyth Voice. Could those
wishing to enter firm up on their initial interest by
giving names to Callum Strachan, Rob Tindall or
Billy Gordon by 11th March. Come on you
drinkers!

Alyth Rainbows are looking for second-
hand tabards. Does anyone have any that they
no longer need? We would be very grateful.
Sightings to Sylvia or Marion.

The Alyth Voice received a marvellous
poem, from friends of Mary Elder, called “| Love
to Live” in honour of Mary’s 80th birthday We
would like to print it but cannot find out who
owns the copyright. We’'ll print it if we find out,
but in the meantime, “All the Best, Mary”.

Mr Justin Franks has joined the Alyth
Dental Practice as an associate dentist. Justin
graduated from Dundee University and before
joining the Alyth Practice, worked as a dentist in
the Royal Air Force and as a practitioner in
Australia, working for the Australian
Government

Rhododendrons
Joseph Hooker was a prolific plant collector of
the mid to late 19th century, explioring many
parts of the Southern Hemisphere. He
eventually became Director of the Royal
Botanic Gardens at Kew in 1865. He is best
remembered for his Himalayan expeditions
(1848 - 50) where he found and introduced 43
species of rhododendrons, 30 of which were
new to horticuiture. These developed into the
rhododendron shrubs we know today. The
plants in your garden are aimost certainly the
direct descendants of the plants he collected
almost 150 years ago. Six species of those he
collected are particularly important and have
contributed to many of today’s hybrids. These

are: R. campylocarpum R. niveum
R. grippithienum R falconeri
R. cinnaberinum R. thomsonii

Rhododendrons range from 80ft giants to 12in
alpine hybrids suitable for garden rockeries.
They thrive on poor acidic sandy soil and by
choosing carefully you can have blooms from
late winter to midsummer. As with all plants,
select only those in keeping with the size of your
garden. As they stop flowering around
midsummer they can look dull for the rest of the
year, therefore combine them with other acid
loving plants such as azaleas, hydrangeas or
heathers. They are shallow rooted so will benefit
from an acidic mulch in the autumn. Watering
with sequestrene will prevent the leaves turning
yeliow. Dead heading by breaking off dead
flowers with finger and thumb, ensuring the bud
is not damaged will help prolong flowering. They
are relatively disease free but can suffer from
bud blast which infects the flower buds. it may
be treated by removing and burning affected
buds and spraying with malathion. Leaf galls
may develop occasionally which are unsightly
but harmless. During drought, water copiously
and if possible protect from direct sunlight. All
the colours of the plant kingdom are available
apart from true blue. For more information |
would suggest visiting a specialist nursery such
as Glendoick in the Carse of Gowrie.

David Mathie
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Rehearsals at Alyth Musical Society are
now in full swing - but not yet reaching the
hectic stage! - for the Society’s 50th Production
in April. The show is a move away from the
traditional (type) with a modern and fresh look
at the production of the British musical, “Salad
Days” which is set in the 1950s.

Scored for a small orchestral ensemble and not
a full orchestra, the music will be provided by
two pianos, drums and a bass. The show is
bright and breezy with catchy, singable
numbers, many well known such as “Look at me
I'm dancing”, ‘I sit in the Sun” and “We never
look back”. Yes - you will know them when you
hear the meiody!

The story concerns the adventures of Timothy
and Jane just after they have graduated from
University and centres on a magic piano called
“Minnie” which is entrusted to them by an old
tramp. A spaceman and a flying saucer also
feature. A
Watch out for some new faces, and of course,
familiar ones. | won’t say “old faces” as too
many of us might fall into that category! Timothy
will be played by Ewan Campbell, many of you
will remember him as Nicely-Nicely Johnson
from last year's show ‘Guys and Dolls’. Louise
Adamson takes the role of Jane. Production of
the show is once again in the capable hands of
Janey MacFarlane.

Due to our faithful audience, support at our
Show Concert in October and our Carol Coffee
Morning in December, full houses enabled us to
meet the cost of this year’s production. Salad
Days runs from Tuesday 21st April until
Saturday 25th April in the Town Hall and tickets
go on sale at Fashion Wise, Commercial Street
on March 16th (Tel: 632684)

All those involved are working hard to make the
50th Show of the same high standard as
previous productions and it is hoped that Alyth
theatregoers will turn out in their usual high
‘numbers to support the Society.
Don’t miss it.

The Competition, sponsored by Alyth and
District Business Association was judged on
Saturday 14th February by Mrs Jessie MclLean,
Alyth’s Citizen of the Year. The number and
content of the displays were excellent which
made Jessie’s job extremely difficult. After much
looking, examining and thought, she decreed
that the prize winners were:

1st ; Sally Marchant, Singing Kettle, Airlie St.
2nd : Stuart Eno, Camno Workshop,
Commercial St.

3rd : Margaret Darroch, Rendezvous, Airlie St.
Michael Kay and the Alyth Voice join together in
congratulating the winners and all who took part
and thanking Jessie for her sterling efforts.

Alyth & District Business Association
Annual General Meeting
7.30 pm on 25th March 1998
in the Lesser Town Hall
Guest Speaker
All Business Persons Welcome
Michael Kay, Chairman

There is a “new” attraction for Alyth Gala
day on 14th June. To celebrate the centenary of
the diamond Jubilee Park, the “Float Parade” will
return. The response to letters sent out initially
to local organisations has been overwhelming.
So for all those interested, “the float parade
WILL go ahead”. Entry forms are now available
by ‘phoning Joan Duncan on 632016. Joan will
give you further details when you phone. Even
if you didn’t receive an initial letter you are more
than welcome to join the parade. Entry fees are
£10 per float and all the money raised will be
returned in prizes for the best three floats. Why
not make Gala Day a great success again,
celebrate the Park’'s centenary and raise some
money for your own organisation by having one
of the best three floats?

1

We cannot deliver the Alyth Voice to all the outlying houses and farms in the Alyth area but
recognise that ‘the folks who live on the Hill and other places might like a copy. This month we are
increasing the print run to 1100 copies and if the landward folk place an order at Fashion Wise or the
Post Office we'll reserve a monthly copy for you to pick up.

4
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Contact

BUICK & MACKAY

Building Contractors

For all your Building Requirements
Tel: 632661 or 632776

THE ALYTH
HOTEL

Two Course Pensioners’ Lunch £3.95
Rump Steak Dinner £6.95
During February and March

Walhut House
Therapies

Janet Brown

01828 633599

Fmail ReikiJani@aol.com
Reiki Reflexology Therapeutic Massage
Aromatherapy Flower Remedies

Janet Brown, Traditional teaching
Master of Reiki Healing would like to
announce that classes to learn this simple
hands-on healing will be held in Alyth. For
details of the April class, please contact
Janet Brown on 01828 633599/632440

BAMFF ROAD GARAGE

BAMFF ROAD, ALYTH PH11 8DT
TEL: 01828 632376
SERVICING, REPAIRS & MOTs
NOW INTRODUCING OUR NEW FAST FIT SERVICE
Exhausts, batteries & clutches. Best Prices guarranteed
Free fitting on all exhaust systems & batteries. Full
warranty on all work carried out.

CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE

LINDSAY HODGE

Landscape Gardener
9, Smith Lane
New Alyth
TEL: 01828 633381
Specialists in Hard and Soft Landscaping
Very Competitive Rates for Decorative Blockwork
. for Drives and Patios. Free Estimates

WINDOW

CLEANING SERVICE

ANGUS MUSTARD
Telephone: 01828 633646

Free estimates Licensed & Insured

DUNCAN'’S V.G.

10, Commercial Street (Tel: 632321)

See our range of Easter Eggs
Oft-licence, Greetings cards, Stationery, Papers,
Magazines and Newspaper Delivery
Open: Mon: - Sat 6 am - 10 pm
Sunday: - 7 am - 10 pm

LAWNMOWERS WINTER BREAK

HAVE THEM SERUVICED AND BLADES SHARPENED
BEFORE SPRING.
aLSO:
ELECTRIC BALF BAG CEMENT MIXER FOR BIRE
SPADES AND GRAIPS RE-SHAFTED
PE'I‘RO!. LAWN SCARIFER FOR BIRE
samns SET AND SHARPENED
HALLY ENGINEERING
N\\{'" WEST PARK, ST. NINIAN'S ROD., aLYTH
y 037 ,Qr TEL:01250 873547/ 01250 873509

J & JHOWE

30 Reform Street, Blairgowrie Tel 01250 872361
The one stop furniture shop
Still some sale bargains left
4’ 6 Pine bed complete £199, 242+ 1 Suite £800,
3 piece Suites with machine washable covers £900
Free Delivery Open 6 days Rugs & throws from
£5, Ready made curtains from £10-90, FABRICS
(making up service available) NETS and MUSLINS




When | was young guid times we had, the
bairns were wild, they wern’a bad.

They broke the street lamps just for fun, they'd
ring yer bell and aff they’d run.

We'd meet an’ then decide wha’s turn it was
tae seek or hide.

We'd kick the can an’ roonders tae. That's the
games we used tae play.

The summer days, they were the best, we'd
play a' day withoot a rest.

A jeelie piece was a’ we’'d hae tae keep us
ga'en for a’ the day.

We'd great adventures up the Den, made huts
tae shelter fae the rain,

Had tarzies swinging fae the trees, got eilbows

We'd play hide the thimble and blind man’s buff,
if | didnae win I'd gae in the huff

Cos | was the Baimn an spoilt ye see, or that's
what the rest wad say tae me.

| dare say | was, but it was braw, tae have
brithers and sisters, mi dad and ma.

| love them a’ dearly an am proud tae be, the
bairn o’ this Allan Family.

It's nice tae gae back an think o’ the days o’ no

much money an cast aff claes

For we’'d plenty laughs an plenty tae dae, the

young anes are bored noo, or so they say

But the bairns the day dinnae hae the fun that

we had in the days when we wir young

They're stuck in the hoose wi’ computers ye see

- aye things are no what they used tae be.
Doreen Richmond

skinned an blidin knees.

The big park was anither place, on Horse Show
Day we used tae race.

Po’ur Tully Duffy his wellie lost, an Bandy
pipped him at the post.

Steppin stanes in the burn, could no be beat,
ae’ shooglie stane an oor feet were weet.

We'd batter oor socks on the hot gassy wa’, an
we’d mak ae’ sock the length o’ twa.

Neighbourhood Watch Schemes were set
up in Alyth a number of years ago. For some
reason or other they would appear to have “fell
by the wayside’ despite efforts by police to
rekindie them.

About 18 months ago efforts were again made -
to resurrect them but this was met by an
overwhelming (80%) lack of interest. Enquiries in
the town have shown that the general feeling is
that the maijority of the people want to be
involved in a scheme - as long as somebody else
is running it.

Brian Provan is making one final effort to spark
interest and appeals to all the current co-
ordinators to contact him with a view to putting
the Alyth area back on the Neighbourhood
Watch map. Should any co-ordinator feel that he
or she has “had enough” then it would be very
helpful if someone else from the area contacts
Brian and he will provide the necessary
information.

It seems that many people have no objection to
being a co-ordinator but do not want to attend
meetings. Attendance at meetings is not an
essential part of being a co-ordinator, but having
a concern for for the wellbeing of your own area
is.

Anyone interested can contact Constable Brian
Provan or Constable Graham Jack at Blairgowrie
Police Station. (Tel 01250 872222). if neither is
in, please leave a message.

Information supplied by Pc. Brian Provan
PC7143, Blairgowrie Community Liaison Officer.

For Bonfire Nicht we a' worked hard, tae gither
stuff we had tae guard.

The Springbank Gang’s was aye the best, cos
they'd set fire tae a’ the rest.

My David he was fae that crowd, a scruffy lot -
they swore oot loud

But noo they’ve grown up | can bet, a finer
bunch you’ll never get.

Oor Smythe Street Gang a motley crew, the
Allans, McKendricks tae name a few.

At Walker’s yerd on the auld milk float, we
imagined the hurls we never got.

There was Heelie Murray an London Bill, Wee
Peezer Grieve, they &’ liked a gill.

Auld Archie Beaton an Roddie tae, nae
characters like them the day.

We'd play till dusk an then some mair, but efter
dark we widnae dare.

“Get up this close,” we’d hear Ma shout, “afore |
gie yer lugs a clout.”

When dark nights cam in the hoose we’d bide,
we’d mak clootie rugs by the fireside

Ma had an auld sweetie tin foo 0’ treasure, an
they bits an bobs ga’e us oors o’ pleasure.




VIVA MEXICO

 SHOWCASE UPDATE

Fiona Heron, from New Alyth is cycling in
Central and South America and has
promised to keep readers up to date with her
travels and adventures in part of the world
few of us are likely to see.
Villahermosa, Tabasco, Mexico
30.12.97

~ Now one month in Mexico and I've reached
Villahermosa, about 300 miles south of the Guif
port of Veracruz from where | began cycling
over a week ago.
This large country is hugely varied in climate,
altitude and culture and already I've crossed
hot desert plain, volcanic hilly country and flat
swampy land with wonderful bird life. Swirling
clouds of vultures along the road usually signify
a dog or wild creature whose life has been
taken by the traffic.
The area from Veracruz to here has been
identified as the cradie of Mexican civilisation,
where the Olmecs flourished about 3000 years
ago, long before the Aztecs or Maya. Their
society was already diverse with the Olmec
rulers using the people’s myths, rites and
beliefs to control food production and
exchange. Religious art was expressed in the
form of extraordinary stone monuments, -
especially giant heads - ceramics and jade
figurines.

Thanks to the oil boom in the state of Tabasco,
in the late 1970s, Villahermosa was
transformed from a humid, swampy stopover
on the way to Yucatan to, as its name says, a
‘pretty city’. It now contains some impressive
archeological museums displaying the Olmec
relics.

In fact it's not very hot at all, due to a phase of
abnormally cold weather throughout the
country (or did | bring that from Scotland?) and
people are having to wear jackets in the
evenings. But the coolness is good for cycling
and tomorrow 'll be heading further south into
Central America after experiencing the thrills of
a Mexican New Year.

The Grant School of Dancing will be
holding a Bingo Tea on Thursday 26th March in
the Town Hall to raise funds. Money raised will
be spent on transport to competitions, dancing
pumps, class track suits, Christmas outings etc.
For more info contact Linda on 632899.

The organisers have now finalised
arrangements and it is confirmed that the
Showcase will premiere on Saturday 28th
March. At the very reasonable ticket prices - £3
for the balcony it is expected to sell out fast.
Tickets can be obtained from Fashion Wise and
Blairgowrie High School and there may be other
outlets (see posters).

The first of the fundraising campaigns has
begun. On Sunday 8th March, 20 participants
will undertake a sponsored walk to Blairgowrie
via the back roads. The walk starts from the
Square at 12 noon and anyone insane enough,
is very welcome to join in.
A couple more acts could be accommodated on
the 28th as there is still about half an hour to fill.
Alyth Youth Theatre has joined in and will
perform a twenty minute play they have written
themselves.
More smaller events are planned, possibly
culminating with another Showcase in
December. Suggestions for these lesser events
would be most welcome. In the meantime get
your skates on for the big night in March.
Robert Stewart, Showcase President

ALYTH VOICE EDITORIAL
BOARD

The Editorial Board members and their
contact ‘phone numbers are as follows :

Julie Brown 632986
Sheila Donald 632847
Billy Gordon  via Post Office
Simon Ingram 632705
Sandy McCurdy 632744
Jessie McLean 632684
Callum Strachan 633140
Alix Tindall 633485
Rob Tindall 632734

Please ensure that articles for publication
are submitted by the 21st day of each
month.

Note : The views expressed in the Alyth
Voice are not necessarily those of the
Editors, nor can they accept responsibility
for the accuracy of any article.




"HIS *n° HERS HAIR
SALON

3 Bamff Road
Alyth
Telephone: 632297

Irene Cummings now available for appointments
Wednesday - Saturday

MICHAEL | DORWARD
Quality Family Butcher
" Try our Chicken Surprise -
Something Different
Dry cured Silver Medal Bacon

NEIL ANDERSON
20, High Street, Alyth |
Spring Cleaning!
Remember your gas appliances

Have them expertly serviced by your
local Gas Service Engineer

Tel: 01828 632996

Agents for Dry cleaning/Launderers - Shoe Repairs -
Name Tapes - Alterations
SPRING BRIEF
CONVENIENT - Our agencies provide Local Service
FRESHEN UP - (Duvets, Blankets, Curtains etc.)

- |TIME FOR CHANGE - replenish WORKWEAR, Bib’'n

Brace, Boiler Suits, Army Trousers, Boots, Trainers etc.

- |ON YOUR DOORSTEP - We can fill your needs

Seasons Shop, ss, Aitie Street

IAN MILLER - Local Councillor

SURGERY AT ALYTH PRIMARY SCHOOL ON 1ST MONDAY OF EACH MONTH
AT 7.30PM DURING SCHOOL TERMS OR CONTACT BY TELEPHONE:
S.N.P. OFFICE: 01250 876576
HOME: 01250 873304

DAVID SIM
HARDWARE CENTRE

Market Square, Alyth Tel : 632309
1998 Flower and Vegetable seeds
Seed Potatoes

TAXI SERVICE TO AIRPORTS & STATIONS

D & E TAXIS

“LINNISLA”
ST. NINIAN’S ROAD, ALYTH
TEL : 632672

Roses CAR PHONE : 0831 839087
Now in Stock
1 & D INSURANCE WENDY CAMERON
SERVICES SHEAR SUCCESS
16, Airlie Street (Tel: 01828 633000) 12, Airlie Sueet Tel: 633234
MOTOR and HOUSEHOLD Book now for perms, tints and highlights
FREE QUOTES Open Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and

Spend 2 Minutes - Save £££s
OPEN: 9-530M-F, 9-12 SATURDAY

Saturday
OAPs - 20% off on Tuesdays
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